Carlisle Diocese RE units of work for EYFS/KS1 and KS2
Written 2014-16
The following units of work and the overview are intended to help teachers plan their RE work over the course of
the academic year. There is an emphasis on an enquiry based approach. The units are designed to link all key
stages in the primary school as shown on the following pages.

Carlisle diocese EYFS, KS1 and KS2 themes and units of work.

EYFS
What is celebration?

What is a special place?

What are special stories for
Christians?

KS1

KS2

What celebrations are important in religion and why?
How do Christians show they are thankful at harvest?
(Harvest) Yr 1
Why do Christians/Jews celebrate harvest? Yr 2
Why do Christians give gifts at Christmas? Yr 1
What are messages of Christmas? Yr 2
How do Christians celebrate Easter? Yr 1
What does the Easter story tell us about God’s love and
forgiveness? Yr 2
Where and how people belong & why belonging is
important?
Why is baptism important for Christians? Yr 1
What does it mean to belong to a church for Christians?
Yr2
How do Muslims express their faith? Yr 2

Why does Christmas matter to Christians? Yr 3
Why is light a key feature in the Christmas story? Y 4
How is the resurrection portrayed as central to Christian
beliefs? Y 6
Why is the Holy Spirit important for Christians? Y 5
How do Christians prepare for Easter? Y 4

How and why some stories and books are sacred and
important?
What do sacred writings teach about leaders? Yr 2
(Christianity and other faiths)

What do Christian writings teach about forgiveness? Y 3
What do Old Testament stories teach Christians about God?
What do stories from Islam teach Muslims about how to live
their lives? Y 4
Was the crucifixion of Jesus a sacrifice and what does it mean
for Christians today? Y 5

What does it mean to be a Muslim in British society today? Y 6
How do Christians demonstrate justice in their lives? Y 6
How do Christians love their neighbours? Y 5
What is important for different faiths in their places of worship?
Y5

Why am I special to God?

How and why do some people pray?
What does prayer mean for Christians? Yr 1

Why and how do different faiths use prayer? Y 3
What do other faiths teach about care and respect for others?
Y6
How do different religious believers demonstrate humility and
trust in their lives? Y 5
What do Christians and Muslims understand about the need for
thankfulness in their lives? Y 4

Why is Jesus special?

What does the Bible teach us about what Jesus did?
What do the stories from the Bible teach us about Jesus?
Yr 1
What can we learn from the stories Jesus told? Yr 2

What does the Easter story tell us about hope and despair? Y 3
How did Jesus teach people about the kingdom of God? Y 4
How do Christians perceive the birth of Jesus? Y 6
What do Christians believe about the prince of Peace? Y 5

How do we look after the
world?

What do some people believe about God, the natural
world and human beings?
How do we appreciate the natural world? Yr 1

How do some Christians understand the creation of the world
from bible stories. Yr 3
What do Christians and others believe and DO about wealth
and poverty in the world? Y 4
What are some of the different ways religion and science look
at the world of God’s creation? Y 6

A FRAMEWORK FOR RE AND EYFS
February 2014
Notes for guidance:










Each unit of work gives a suggested way through for EYFS teachers, with appropriate activities. However, the context of the
school and the way work is organised may mean that adjustments can be made with reference to order as well as content.
Individual teachers may wish to substitute alternative activities which would fulfil the Early Learning Goals and RE ‘ I can’
statements
In mixed age classes activities may well need to be adapted to maximise learning needs for all pupils within the class
Topics can be re-visited from Nursery to Reception classes with different activities and outcomes for the same theme
covered. Activities should reflect good practice RE and opportunities recommended for EYFS
Activities should also take into account advice set out in Development Matters and the characteristics of learning in the 3
areas that need to be reported on ie Playing and Explaining, Active Learning, Creating and Thinking Critically. Each unit of
work supports the Characteristics of Effective Learning found on page 5 of that document. Other non-statutory guidance you
may wish to refer to is found in Early Years Outcomes (September 2013).
Use a question as a starting point, as illustrated in the unit title. This will enable a teacher to follow up children’s responses
at the outset. This may well determine the direction of subsequent lessons. And links with other age groups if necessary in
mixed age classes Questioning and thinking skills are embedded in teaching and learning
‘Talking Tubs’ are a useful way to get children talking about a topic see www.mindstretchers.co.uk . These are boxes of
objects relevant to a topic covered and may provide another useful discussion st-+arting point with children












In a church school this RE work runs alongside the Christian values curriculum and these values should be made explicit in
each unit of work . The units each give some examples of Christian values that could be developed in this work but others
could well be included as well.
Look at resources/units of work produced for Cumbria SACRE and the Agreed Syllabus for further ideas. These can now be
downloaded from the Cumbria portal.
Lat Blaylock’s 10 starting points for EYFS give useful ideas for the variety of experiences that children can expect in good
curriculum provision and can be incorporated into RE planning for this age group. They are free downloadable resources
from www.natre.org.uk
Godly Play is an approach which is well suited to engaging young children in both understanding and reflecting on Bible
stories www.godlyplay.org.uk
In each unit of work the following principles apply in relation to teaching elements: ENGAGE, EXPLORE, EMBED, REFLECT
For further details look at work of Farmington Institute Tracey Nicholls work with EYFS and
REwww.farmington.ac.uk/documents2012_reporting1184.Nicholls.t.pdf
*During Foundation Stage RE children:
Explore, listen, talk, reflect, appreciate, wonder, enquire, sense, imagine, respond
Throughout Key Stage 1 RE children:
Explore, encounter, respond, express, value, question, listen, wonder, imagine, talk, reflect, recount, describe
(J, Lyall from REtoday)



The ‘I can’ statements have been adapted for Foundation Stage and Level , so that they fit in with the 6 units of work

All units of work have been produced in collaboration with two EYFS practitioners from church schools in Carlisle
diocese: Claire Craggs – The Bishop Harvey Goodwin CE School, Susan Davies – Church Walk CE Primary School
We are immensely grateful for all their hard work and wealth of ideas.

Statements for children’s self-assessment in RE
(used in conjunction with the Carlisle Diocese units of work for RE and EYFS)
Foundation Stage:
Beliefs, teachings and sources
I can say that the Bible is a special book for Christians

Practices and ways of life
I can recognise people, objects, and actions that are
important to Christians

Identity and belonging
I can say how I am cared for and by whom

Meaning, purpose and truth
I can communicate what is interesting about God’s world

Values and commitments
I can talk about things that are special to me

Level 1:
Beliefs, teachings and sources
I can remember a religious story and talk about it

Practices and ways of life
I can name objects that are special to the religions we
study in school

Forms of expression
I can recognise religious art, symbols , words and talk
about them

Identity and belonging
I can talk about where I belong and why that is important

Meaning, purpose and truth
I can talk about what I find interesting or puzzling in
God’s world

Values and commitments
I can talk about what is important to me and other people

A framework for RE and EYFS:
Unit title: Why am I special to God?
What is the child learning?
Children can recognise their own uniqueness and
then that all are unique but in different ways
RE AT2: identity and belonging
FS: I can say how I am cared for and by whom
Level 1: I can talk about where I belong and why
that is important
Children can talk about God’s love and care for
everyone
RE AT1: beliefs, teachings and sources
FS: I can say that the Bible is a special book for
Christians
Level 1: I can remember a story about God’s love
and talk about it
PSED self - confidence and self-awareness
ELG: Children are confident to speak in a familiar
group and talk about their ideas
30-50b Welcomes and values praise for what they
have done
40-60 Initiates conversation, attends to and takes
account of what others say

What could an adult do?
Encourage children to bring in something that is
special to them and talk about it what is special to
them

What could an adult provide?

Create a class collage of special things

Stories which show belonging:
Guess how much I love you by Sam McBratney
and Anita Jeram
Nothing by Mick Inkpen
Dogger by Shirley Hughes

Bring in a baby photo of themselves- guess who is
who! Discussion of features , hair colour etc

Bible stories e.g Jesus calling his disciples, the
birth of Jesus

Draw a self-portrait

Pictures of Jesus with children

Star of the day – encourage children to talk about
the specialness of another person in class

“Opening up Belonging” from www.retoday.org.uk

Children identify who they belong to – family
pictures – create a model house that opens up
Show symbol of the fish – sign of early Christians
belonging to God’s church. Children talk about
their belonging not only to family but school. Look
at school logo. What could they draw to show
their belonging?

Songs: e.g.
Special Creation from Together Again CD
www.twelvebaskets.co.uk
There are hundreds of sparrows (Come and
Praise 1 no.15)
Colours of Day (Come and Praise 1 no 55)
Ribbon and beads for name bracelets
Template for model house which can be opened

UTW: Can talk about their own lives and those of
family members
30-50e knows some of the things that make them

Look at school worship table –what are the special
objects that show we belong to a church school?
Make one object from playdoh or lego

unique, and can talk about some of the similarities
in relation to family or friends
40-60a enjoys joining in with family customs and
routines
ELG for EAD:
Represent their own ideas, thoughts and feelings
through design, technology, art, music, dance, role
play, stories

Make a name bracelet for yourself or another child
Tell a Bible story about Jesus’ special
friends/disciples e.g. calling of the disciples
Children express feelings about what they
imagine it would be like to be one of those special
friends
Read/show pictures/video clip of God’s creation of
the world and the place of people in that world
Make a class friendship circle to show everyone is
important and part of God’s family
The Lord’s Prayer – say it together - shows our
specialness to God – shows him as “Our Father
“ to Christians
Discuss the idea of prayer as a way of talking to
God – to say thank you, and asking for what we
need – write a class prayer
Link with Christian values: LOVE, RESPECT,
FRIENDSHIP. FORGIVENESS
Religious vocabulary to introduce: creation,
disciples, Jesus

A framework for RE and EFYS
Unit title: What are special stories for Christians?
What is the child learning?
Children are able to talk about what stories are
special to them and why they are important
Links with RE AT2 strand: values and
commitments
FS: I can talk about things that are special to me
Level 1: I can talk about things that are special to
me and to other people
Children are able to talk about Bible stories and
know that these are connected to Christian beliefs
– particularly in the stories Jesus told
This learning could also link with stories from other
faiths
Links with RE AT1 strand, beliefs, teachings and
sources
FS: I can talk about an event in a Bible story
Level 1: I can remember a religious story and talk
about it
ELGs:
By the end of Foundation Stage:
PSED Children are confident to speak in a familiar
group
As part of this they can fulfil:
30-50a Can play in a group, extending and
elaborating play ideas
40-60b Explain own knowledge and understanding

What could an adult do?
Use a Godly Play approach to introduce Bible
stories e.g the Prodigal Son, the Lost Sheep,
Houses built on Rock and Sand, Good Samaritan,
Jonah and the Whale
Children bring in books that are special to them
and talk about them. Create a classroom display
of these books
Storybags to help children re-tell a Bible story.
These bags can be sent home to share with
parents/carers
Role play a Bible story
Children do artwork to illustrate part of a story –
event or character
Hot seating a character from a story, using props
to help
Children make up appropriate music sounds as
a soundtrack to a story
Make up songs about Bible stories – using
familiar nursery rhyme tunes
Use games to go with Bible stories e.g. hiding and
searching for the Lost Sheep
Small world play – Children recognise which
objects fit in with the story and which don’t? They
can also add objects that are appropriate
Show children different versions of the Bible and
explain that the stories in the Bible are special for
Christians

What could an adult provide?
Different simple versions of the Bible e.g. Lion
storyteller Bible
Usborne Children’s First Bible
Jesus Said, Bible Storybook (Candle Books)
Video clips/short films e.g.
The Good Samaritan
www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips
Clip 7038 puppet version
Clip 4455 cartoon version
Also look at www.request.org.uk
Different objects/props to accompany the stories
Recording equipment for sounds and songs
Variety of musical instruments
Nursery rhyme tunes for composing songs about
different Bible stories
Simple action songs for Bible stories e.g. The wise
man built his house upon a rock
Godly Play scripts and materials for Bible stories
used

and ask appropriate questions of others
40-60d are confident to speak to others about own
needs, wants, interests and opinions
EAD
All of 30-50 d. g, h, i, j,
40-60d introduces a storyline/narrative into their
play
40-60e Plays alongside other children who are
engaged in the same themes
40-60f plays cooperatively as part of a group to
develop and act out a narrative

Make a class pictogram of children’s favourite
Bible story
Link with Christian values:
Which stories show FORGIVENESS, TRUST,
PROMISE, HOPE
Introduce religious vocabulary:
Bible, Old and New Testament, Jesus, parable,
Christian

N.B.
These generic principles can be transferred to any
other religion’s stories you may be using in RE
with children in EYFS

Most of these activity ideas are transferable into
other religions e.g. the Godly Play approach. The
‘I wonder’ principles will enable children to interact
and relate to their own ideas, background and
experiences

Again, these are general principles that can apply
to any religion being introduced at this stage.
Reference will need to be made to the sacred text
sources

A framework for RE and EYFS
Unit title: What is a special place?
What is the child learning?
Children know that places are special for different
people. They can talk about their own special
places and some will be able to explain why.
RE AT2: values and commitments
‘’I can’ talk about things/places that are special to
me
They understand how it is important to behave
appropriately in different places

What could an adult do?
Children talk about their special place in their own
environment

Photos of different churches – in this country and
the wider world

Children identify and explain their special place
in school and take others to it

Pictures of special places

Children create a special place in the classroom
and decide who goes in and when, numbers at
any one time etc.

RE AT1 , practices and ways of life
‘I can’ recognise places that are important to
Christians

Talk about special places for different people –
illustrate with photos children think about what
makes them special and why

PSED: managing feelings and behaviour
ELG: Children talk about how they and others
show feelings and talk about their own and other’s
behaviour, and know that some behaviour is
unacceptable
30-50h will communicate freely about own home
and community
40-60b Explain own knowledge and
understanding, and ask appropriate questions of
others

Visit a church – children use the senses – what
can they see, hear, smell

UTW:

What could an adult provide?

Name different objects/artefacts within a church
Create artwork based on stained glass images
Make a matching game – words and
objects/artefacts together - - how many can
children identify?
(extension activity: recognise different images of
the same object)

Create a reflective space in the classroom for the
children to think about questions they may have
about special places
Provide materials for the children to make a
special place in the classroom
Prepare for a visit to a church by having
artefacts/photos for children to look at prior to the
visit
Coloured cellophane and black paper for stained
glass windows
Books:
Five Minutes Peace by Jill Murphy
Reverend Freddie Fisher doll from
www.books@press.co.uk
For children to dress in his vestments

ELG Children know about similarities and
differences between themselves and others, and
among families, communities and traditions
30-50b Remember and talk about significant
events in their own experiences
30-50c recognise and describe special
times/places and events for family or friends

Role play some events that happen in church –
e.g. christening, wedding
Create a display of things you do in church or
different types of crosses found there – make a
cross or a candle
Write a class guide book about what you find in a
church
Sorting exercise –what belongs in church and
what doesn’t
Questioning activities about a church – what do
you find interesting? What is your favourite part of
the church and why? What do you want to know
more about?
Listen to what the about what the vicar/curate
does and look at the clothes they may wear.
Listen to church bells and discuss why they are
used
Children listen to some hymns/songs that are
sung in church and sing ones they may
know/have learnt
Link with Christian values: RESPECT,
REVERENCE, FAITH
Religious vocabulary: vicar, pulpit, altar cross,
bible, stained glass windows, font, church, pews

Children talk about their special place in their own
environment
Children identify and explain their special place

www.request.org.uk
for church bells and examples of hymns sung in
church

in school and take others to it
Children create a special place in the classroom
and decide who goes in and when, numbers at
any one time etc.
Talk about special places for different people –
illustrate with photos children think about what
makes them special and why
Visit a church – children use the senses – what
can they see, hear, smell
Name different objects/artefacts within a church
Create artwork based on stained glass images
Make a matching game – words and
objects/artefacts together - - how many can
children identify?
(extension activity: recognise different images of
the same object)
Role play some events that happen in church –
e.g. christening, wedding
Create a display of things you do in church or
different types of crosses found there – make a
cross or a candle
Write a class guide book about what you find in a
church
Sorting exercise –what belongs in church and
what doesn’t
Questioning activities about a church – what do
you find interesting? What is your favourite part of
the church and why? What do you want to know
more about?

Listen to what the about what the vicar/curate
does and look at the clothes they may wear.
Listen to church bells and discuss why they are
used
Children listen to some hymns/songs that are
sung in church and sing ones they may
know/have learnt
Link with Christian values: RESPECT,
REVERENCE, FAITH
Religious vocabulary: vicar, pulpit, altar cross,
bible, stained glass windows, font, church, pews

A framework for RE and EYFS
Unit title: What is a celebration?
(the main focus for this unit of work is Christmas but is transferable to other important religious festivals, particularly Easter and
harvest)
What is the child learning?
Children are able to talk about what a celebration is and
describe some that are familiar to them e.g. birthday,
birth of a baby, wedding
Links with RE AT2 strand: values and commitments:
FS I can talk about things that are special to me
Level 1 I can talk about something that is special to me
and other people
Children are able to talk about aspects of Christmas –
Jesus as a special baby and some events around his
birth
(could also link with special events aound Hannakah,
Divali if appropriate)
Links with RE AT1 strand, beliefs, teachings and
sources
FS I can say that Christmas is a special time for
Christians
Level 1 I can remember the story about Jesus’ birth and
talk about it

What could an adult do?









What could an adult provide?

Lead a discussion about a celebration that
children can name. Children share their
individual experiences, reflect on the different
elements that make a celebration e.g. cards,
decorations, presents, visitors, food



Wrapping paper for presents



Books/stories about different celebrations



Have a nativity scene set up in the classroom

Encourage children to bring in photos of
themselves in celebration events, including
baby photos



Role play area – what would you need for a
new baby?



Craft corner – making cards, decorations



Art materials for painting



Visit from a new mum and baby



Writing area: speech bubbles to record
thoughts and feelings



Display the relevant Christian values in the
classroom

Read the Christmas story in chunks
Children unwrap the different layers in a
wrapped present at different points in the story
and find Jesus in the middle of the present.
Use nativity figures to tell the story or use a
Godly Play approach with ‘I wonder’ questions.
Children encouraged to use figures to re-enact
the story

Early Learning Goals:
By the end of Foundation Stage:
:
PSED Children are confident to speak in a familiar
group
As part of this they can fulfil:
40-60d confident to speak to others about own needs
,wants, interests and opinions
UTW Children talk about past and present events in
their own lives and in the lives of family members. They
know that other children don’t always enjoy the same
things, and are sensitive to this. They know about
similarities and differences between themselves and
others, and among families, communities and traditions
30-50a shows interest in the lives of people who are
familiar to them
30-50b remembers and talks about significant events in
their own experience
30-50c recognises and describes special times or
events for family or friends
40-60a enjoys joining in with family customs and
routines

Claire Craggs has produced materials on a
“Travelling Nativity” – with information about
how this can be done – see following pages





Children talk about different parts of the story
of Jesus’ birth from a selection of Christmas
cards/works of – children identify the different
parts/scenes/characters
Children listen to Christmas carols that tell of
Jesus’ birth – paint a picture to show part of
this




Role play different parts of the story
Link with Christian values:



Which character shows, FRIENDSHIP, HOPE,
KINDNESS?



Introduce words such as:
Bible, angel, Mary, Joseph, Jesus, stable,
shepherds, donkey, star



Use of props for re-telling the Christmas story



Christmas Carols CDs for children to listen to
whilst painting, writing, making cards e.g. Out
of the Ark Resources



Have a “Travelling Nativity” which can be taken
home each night by individual children and
shared with parents/carers
(NB Claire Cragg’s article on how to do this)



Book to record thoughts/photos of children’s
“Travelling Nativity” experiences



Books about the Christmas story:
The Wise Men visit
The First Christmas,
The Lion Beginners Bible
The Lion Storyteller Bible by Bob Hartman

Childs’ eye view Media Ltd.Festivals
2 DVD


Puddles and the Christmas Play and
supporting materials Board Game and
Advent and Christmas picture
dominoes from
www.books@press.co.uk
This website also has stories
connected with Harvest, Weddings,
Easter

Travelling Nativity

This is a very simple but effective way to involve foundation stage children, staff and parents in the celebrating of Christmas.
It grew from our nursery children’s love of the nativity story, their play based learning and our desire to share these
moments with parents. It is a wonderful blend of the knowledge, the spirituality and the respect which we hope comes
through all of our RE teaching at The Bishop Harvey Goodwin School.
The Travelling Nativity takes very little organising but it is so worthwhile as the children share the story , play with the
characters , learn a little prayer, talk about Jesus birthday and feel they are sharing their nursery experiences with others.
Once we had sent the Nativity home we were overwhelmed by the children’s pride in the looking after Jesus; amazed by
their joy in lighting a candle at home with family; stunned by their joy in retelling the story to siblings and thrilled that they
were beginning to think about the true meaning of Christmas.
Some children drew a picture, others stuck in photos. Some children skipped to grandparents to show them, one child took baby Jesus to ASDA. They also
showed brothers and sisters and another slept with a shepherd as they loved that toy. ALL of the children respected the toys, shared a prayer, wrote in the
book, lit the candle and returned the bag on time.

You will need ….

A child friendly nativity set (our set is from ELC but Amazon do lots)
A Christmas story (a first Christmas from M and S is lovely and simple)
A prayer card (our choice is below)
Candle (just a tea light)
Book – to write comments in
A class list – children will all need a turn, in a big class we had 2 sets going round
A bag – it will need to fit everything in , a list of all items will help

OPTIONAL
Tough Spot
Hay
Material
Name cards
Different versions of Christmas books

WHAT YOU NEED TO DO

1. First, at Advent introduce the Christmas story and the characters... enjoy the story together and at the end light the candle and say the prayer
together.
2. Next, using a tough spot (or similar, a tray or table top works well) allow the children to set out the book and characters so they can retell, explore,
experience and play with the story and characters. This time allows them to practise names, have fun and experience the story.
3. Then at tidy up time ask one child to help the adult pack it away into the special bag and add the candle , book and prayer card
4. Now, tell the class that the travelling nativity is going home with one child that night and it’s a special set of toys to look after and share with their
family
5. After that, ask the adults to share the bag, write something in the book and bring back in the morning( a letter can go out or a sign to explain what is
happening
6. Finally when the bag returns allow the child to set is out on the tough spot again for their friends to enjoy –
7. Reflect on the comments , photos , pictures which the parents place in the shared book and thank everyone

You could….
-have the Nativity travelling across school – going to each class in turn and being
displayed on the worship table
- take the Nativity up to the local church, as a class visit or as part of the carol service
- add a carol or a well-known Christmas song from your school
-Allow the foundation stage children to set out the Nativity during a whole school
worship –perhaps on the school worship area, they could share the prayer too.
And many other ways to share.

With thanks to Claire Craggs from Bishop Harvey Goodwin CE School for contributing this material

A framework for RE and EYFS:
Unit title: Why is Jesus special?
What is the child learning?

What could an adult do?

Children know that Jesus is central to Christian belief
and teaching. He teaches us about values and rules to
live our lives
He teaches us how to treat others and the meaning of
true friendship
Jesus’ actions in helping people e.g feeding of the 5000
and healing of the paralysed man let down through the
roof
Jesus taught people about the importance of praying to
God through the example of the Lord’s Prayer

Brainstorm/discuss words with children for words that
describe a good friend. Make a list

Links with:
FS AT1 Practices and ways of life: I can recognise
people and actions that are important to Christians
AT2:I can say how I am cared for and by whom
Level 1 AT1 I can recognise religious art, symbols,
words and talk about them
AT2 Values and commitments: I can talk about what is
important to me and other people

Show different images of Jesus in different
situations/stories –teaching, healing, telling stories.
Children think about how his actions show him as a
friend - label key words
Table top activity – use a mixing bowl. Children use
key words of their choosing to create a recipe for a
good friend

What could an adult provide?
Images of Jesus involved in different actions e.g
Picturing Jesus packs from REtoday
www.retoday.org.uk
Stories about Jesus – use simple Bible version such as
Jesus Said Bible Storybook pub. Candle Books or The
Lion Storyteller Bible by Bob Hartman pub. Lion
Simple version/school version of the Lord’s Prayer for
display
A book of simple prayers

Share with children the story of the 5000, using
relevant props – questioning activity – how did Jesus
solve the problem of not enough food to go round and
why he performed the miracle?

Art materials/paint
Word cards for qualities of a friend

Use thought bubbles to describe feelings of his
followers and friends for this and other stories e.g.
calming of the storm

Thought bubble cards

ELG: Form positive relationships with adults and other
children
40-60 Explains own knowledge and understanding and
asks appropriate questions of others
40-60 Confident to speak to others about own needs,
wants, interests and opinions
40-60 Talk about fair and unfair situations ,their own and
other children’s feelings and how we can make things
fair

Talk about Jesus teaching people when and how to
pray to God –show simple version of the Lord’s Prayer,
Children create a special frame/border to go round this
to show that it is a special prayer

Prayer box

UTW:: 30-50e knows some of the things that make them

Children’s own painted handprints to write own simple

Display space for questions

Space for a prayer area
Template/writing frame for children’s own prayers

Show children how Christians pray in different ways –
model for children to copy – hands together, eyes
closed, kneeling, sitting, standing and relate to what is
done ins school at prayer times

Story sack +relevant objects for Zacchaeus story e.g
bag of money, branch or leaves, cup and saucer, shoe,
collection bag, picture of Jesus Opening up Christianity
pub by REtodayp.3 gives further details of a Zacchaeus
Treasure Hunt

unique, and can talk about some of the similarities and
differences in relation to friends or family

prayers e.g. please help me, I’m sorry, thank you, help
others. friends and family

EAD:
40-60d Introduces a storyline or narrative into their [play
40-60e Plays alongside other children who are engaged
in the same theme
40-60f Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop
and act out a narrative

Children construct a prayer corner/space with objects
relevant to them with Prayer Box to add own prayer
Use a story sack for the story of Jesus and Zacchaeus.
Ask children in small groups to re-tell the story to others
using the objects in the story sack
Game of hide and seek - hide objects in the story sack
around the classroom – can children find them all and
then tell the whole story?
Pairs game - talk about the Christian values of
FORGIVENESS, TRUST, FRIENDSHIP AND HOPE
which are shown in some of the above activities and get
the children to match these words with an appropriate
picture
Introduce religious words such as:
esus, prayer, healing, disciples/followers, miracles

Video clip of the story www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips
Clip 4465
Objects that children might want to include in a prayer
space e.g. candle, small table, cloth, pictures

A framework for RE and EYFS
Unit title: How do we look after the world?
What is the child learning?
Children are able to talk about their own experiences of
what is important to them where they live and who is
important to them
Links with RE AT2 strand: values and commitments:
FS: I can talk about things that are special to me
Level 1: I can talk about what is important to me and to
other people
Children are able to talk about the different parts of the
created world e.g. sun, moon stars, land , water, plants
, creatures and human beings and understand that
Christians believe that God created each part.

What could an adult do?
Show children a globe –what is it? What does it show
you?

What could an adult provide?
A globe for classroom display
Pictures of this beautiful earth- use of Whiteboard

Have a range of objects which children examine and
then identify which are man-made and which are
natural objects in our world

Unusual objects from the natural world
Noah’s ark +rainbow – simple version of the story

Have a “something special box” with a mirror inside –
children look inside and can identify and talk about
how they are that “something special”

Links with RE AT1 strand, meaning, purpose and truth
FS: I can communicate what is interesting about God’s
world
Level 1 I can talk about what is interesting and puzzling

Looking and listening outside – sensory walk for what
they can hear, see, taste, smell

Book resources e.g
Dinosaurs and all that rubbish
This Wonderful World – Mick. Inkpen/Nick Butterworth
The Story of Creation by Jane Ray pub. Orchard Books
Noah’s Ark by Jane Ray pub. Orchard Books

Godly Play story of the Creation

Godly Play materials to go with the Creation story

Early Learning Goals:
By the end of Foundation Stage:
:
PSED Children are confident to speak in a familiar
group
As part of this they can fulfil:
40-60b Explain own knowledge and understanding and
asks appropriate questions of others
40-60dconfident to speak to others about own needs
,wants, interests and opinions
30-50h will communicate freely about own home and
community

Set up a nature table display to which children
contribute objects from the natural world and talk about
them

CDs with creation songs
World Playground CDs for different cultures

EAD
30-50i Uses available resources to create props to
support role play
30-50j Captures experiences and responses with a
range of media, such as music, dance, paint, and other

Listen to the song “What a wonderful world” –
discussion, what is wonderful in/about our world?

www.caford.org.uk ppt. On “God’s Wonderful World”
also from same website A-Z slide show of diversity in
the world

Opportunities for children to grow/care for a plant or
small animal in the classroom – introducing the idea of
responsibility or taking care of the world in which we live

The World on our Doorstep – resources from CDEC
office@cdec.org.uk which include:
role play outfits for different people in the world

Children talk about and create a list of class rules for
looking after the world and learn the song, “All things
bright and beautiful”
Children create an art display to illustrate the song

Simple jigsaw puzzles for different aspects of the world
– people, places, nature

A large rainbow to show God’s promise to Noah about
the world – children talk about add words of what we

materials or words

promise about the world
Visitors to the classroom to explain their role in looking
after our world e.g. park ranger, caretaker – children
listen and ask questions
Discussion – recipe for a perfect world and then
writing class ‘thank you’ prayer
Recycling – questioning what can we do to help save
the resources we have in the world?
Adult led discussion of charities( e.g. Operation
Christmas Child, Wateraid, Christian Aid) that help
different people in the world who need help. Children
think about who they can help and how
Game -make a simple 3 piece jigsaw from a map of the
world – put one of the following Christian values on each
place to emphasise the universal nature of Christianity
and its values
Link with Christian values::
TRUST, RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY
Religious vocabulary to be introduced: creation,
God, Adam, Eve, Bible

RE units of work KS1

The units of work for Key Stage One RE meet the requirements of the Cumbria Agreed Syllabus but have an increased emphasis on teaching
and learning in Christianity. This fulfils the requirement for church schools (particularly for voluntary aided schools) . At KS1 the National Society
Statement of Entitlement states that this should be at least two thirds of the allocated time. However, it is also important that children learn
about other major religions and their impact on believers as well as culture, politics, art and history. Carlisle diocese recommends that it Islam is
important for children to understand in our world today.
Although there are clearly units linked with the seasons of the church year, other units can be studied in any order, as fits in with individual
school long term plans. Where they are mixed age classes teachers can use the units on a 2 year rolling programme. Christian values are
linked with each unit of work. For both learning about religion (AT1) and learning from religion (AT2) there are 3 levels of attainment include –
children working towards expected levels, expected levels of progress and above expectations. Thus it is possible to define the progress for all
abilities of children. All strands of learning for both attainment targets are covered over the course of the year as indicated on the following
pages.
There are some suggestions for assessment opportunities at the end of each unit and cross-curricular links. These are by no means exclusive
or extensive. Teachers may well have their own ideas and preferences but given ideas may be helpful in giving less confident teachers of RE
some direction.

An overview of Carlisle Diocese RE Units of work for Key Stage 1
Year 1

What are we
Thankful
for?(Harvest)

Why do
Christians
give gifts at
Christmas?

Why is
baptism
important to
Christians?

How do
Christians
celebrate
Easter?

What do
Stories from
the bible
teach us
about Jesus?
Year 2

Why do
Christians
celebrate
harvest?

(also incudes
Jewish
Sukkoth)
What can we
learn from the
stories Jesus
told?

What does
prayer mean
for
Christians
and for
other faiths?

How do we
appreciate
the natural
world?

Extra
Unit

What are the
messages of
Christmas?

What do
sacred
writings
teach about
leaders?

(focus on
Christianity
but other
religions
may be
included)

What does
the Easter
story tell us
about God’s
love and
forgiveness?

How do
Muslims
express
their faith?

What does it
mean to
belong to
the church
for
Christians?

Who
and
where
is
God?

We are indebted to Sally Davies from Bishop Harvey Goodwin CE School and June Grant from St Mark’s CE School, Natland for all their hard work in
helping to produce these units of work.

Carlisle diocese:

How do Christians show they are thankful during harvest? - Year 1

Key Questions - What is fairness? What is thankfulness?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 Practices and
ways of life.
Towards
Expectations – I
can use the right
names for symbols
of harvest.
Expected – I can
talk about some of
the things that that
are important to
Christians at harvest.
Above
Expectations – I
can describe some
of the things that are
similar and different
for Christians at
harvest time.
AT2 Values and
commitments
Towards
Expectations - I can
talk about how
thankfulness and
fairness is important
to me.

Christian
Values
Thankfulness
Compassion
Justice/Fairness

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Suggested Resources

Activity Ideas
Explore symbols of harvest such as wheat sheaf, bread, fruit,
vegetables, food, scythe, fish.
Sort, draw and label harvest symbols.

The Marvellous Picnic (The feeding of the
5000)
Lion Storyteller Bible

Experience Harvest – Jumping fish. Create areas within school or
classroom for children to explore the harvests of the land, sea, etc

The Rich Farmer from Stories Jesus told by
Nick Butterworth and Mick Inkpen
by Lion Hudson.com

What is fair trade? The journey of the banana and how it gets to us.
How we share our worldly goods.
Make Peace Share Bread project from Christian Aid
Mini interviews with local vicar, Christian figures etc to see how they
celebrate harvest and find difference/similarities.
Focus on Thankfulness and Fairness
When looking at Thankfulness explore bible story The feeding of the
5,000 Matthew 14, Luke 9
‘Then Jesus bowed his head, thanked God for the food and started
breaking it into pieces’. Luke 9
Create art/sculpture to explain/demonstrate this quote.
Dramatise the story. How would it feel if you were in the crowd? Before
when you were starving and then when Jesus broke the bread.
Thought/speech/feelings bubbles before and after.
Write letters of thanks to God, to Jesus as if they were in the story
receiving the broken bread, or letters to someone they are thankful for.

http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/en/farmers-andworkers/bananas - useful pictures from
different areas of the world and information for
teachers to discuss with children the
importance of sharing and fairness
http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/har
vest/harvest-resources-general.aspx for
information about sharing what we have got
with others at harvest
Experience Harvest, Jumping Fish
publications from the Diocese of Gloucester
jumpingfish@glos.dioc.org.uk An experiential
approach which allows children to engage
with multi sensory activities and respond
reflectively to the Christian festival of harvest
A selection of bread, fruit and vegetables for
sharing

Expected – I can
talk about how
thankfulness and
fairness is important
me and to others
with respect for their
feelings.
Above
Expectations – I
can demonstrate
how thankfulness
and fairness are
important to me and
other people with the
way I think and
behave.

Create harvest thanks gifts to give to someone, e.g. elderly in the
community

When looking at Fairness explore the story of The Rich farmer/fool
Luke 12
The Rich Farmer. What was fair in this stroy?
Explore the sharing of an uncut loaf of bread, piece of fruit/vegetable
ensuring children understand concept of fair and unfair.
I wonder… Why some people go without? Why some countries are
richer than others?

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Write a harvest thankfulness prayer.
Write a story about fairness.

Crosscurricular
ideas

Science – making bread, fruit or vegetable sorting
Maths – Sharing/division, sorting food
Art – creating harvest sculpture about the stories.
Computing – Investigate Christian Aid or fair trade websites.
Visit local church during harvest

Carlisle Diocese:

Why do Christians celebrate Harvest? – Year 2 – short unit

Key questions – What is Harvest? How do Christians celebrate Harvest?
What does the Bible teach us about sharing/giving/justice at Harvest? Is this different to other faiths?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Intentions
Values
AT1 Practices
and ways of life.
Towards
Expectations – I
can use the right
names for things
that are special to
believers.
Expected – I can
talk about some
of the things that
that are the same
for different
religious people
about harvest.
Above
Expectations – I
can describe
some of the
things that are the
same and
different for
religious people
when celebrating
harvest.
AT2 Values and
commitments
Towards

Thankfulness
Creation,
Responsibility
Hope, Trust,
Endurance,

Resources

Activity Ideas
Use sharing and giving, promise or justice/fairness as main theme to
explore.

www.sendacow.org.uk
www.cowforce.com

Use the symbolism of the rainbow in Noah’s ark as God’s promise for
our world.
Compare Christian Harvest to Jewish Sukkoth – explore differences
and similarities

http://request.org.uk/festivals/harvest/2014/09/18/har
vest-2/

Find out about the history of Harvest Festivals beginning in around
1843 in Cornwall throughout Victorian times.
Explore celebratory hymns such as ‘All things bright and beautiful’ or
‘We plough the fields and scatter’.
Look into supporting the charity Send a Cow or explore the work they
do in Africa
Explore the work of the Salvation Army and their food parcels.
Take harvest food to the elderly or needy in the local area.
Bake bread and cakes and hold a harvest sharing supper for friends
and family in school.
Look at what the bible says about giving to those in need; Give as you
earn, be generous, give secretly, give cheerfully.
Explore Psalm 65
The Parable of the Rich Fool – sharing and giving
Share The Feeding of the 5000 bible story or Godly Play version
The Parable of the Vineyard – Isiah 5 - Think about the following;
Jesus taught that he was a vine and his followers are the branches.

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/getinvolved/harvest/har
vest-resources-general.aspx
Harvest prayer – God of harvest
REtoday (2008) Exploring celebrations, how and why
are religious festivals important p.5-7 for information
and Jewish song about Sukkoth
http://www.schoolsnet.com/pls/hot_school/sn_primar
y.page_pls_resource_detail?x=16180339&p_res_id=
1112 contains lesson plan and information about
Sukkoth
Barnabas in schools
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/story-forharvest/ Godly Play approach to harvest
The special apple – a story for harvest
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/pdfs/barnabasr
eday_supportmaterial_harvest_4.pdf

Expectations - I
can talk about
what is
important to me
and to other
people at harvest
time.
Expected – I can
talk about what is
important to me
about sharing and
giving and to
others with
respect for their
feelings.
Above
Expectations – I
can link things
that are important
to me and other
people at about
sharing and
giving with the
way I think and
behave.

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Crosscurricular
ideas

What does it mean 'to bear fruit'?

RE today publication – Opening up thankfulness

Explore harvest art - Feeding of the 5000 by artist Justino Magalona,
Christ feeding 5000 by Eric Feather, modern take - Eularia Clarke's
Feeding the Five Thousand, The parable of the rich fool by
Rembrandt, modern - "The Rich Fool and the Watchful Servant" by
Kazakhstan Artist Nelly Bube

www.salvationarmy.org.uk/uki/Harvest

Create a wordle of important Harvest words

Experience Harvest – from Jumping fish publications
from Diocese of Gloucester
jumpingfish@glod.dioc.org.uk experiential
approaches for children exploring different aspects of
harvest

Design their own harvest table with reasons for choices.
I wonder… Why do some people go hungry? Is it fair that we don’t all
have the same? Who we should be thankful to? Why isn’t there
enough food for everyone? How can we show we are thankful? Can
we take what is ours with us? Is it best to share?

Identify two reasons why Christians celebrate Harvest festivals – draw and explain.
Write speech bubbles for characters at the feeding of the 5000 explaining their thoughts and feelings.
Retell the story of the Rich Fool from the point of view of an onlooker
Write a pledge to say how they will share and give to others and why
Label to compare Jewish Sukkoth and Christian harvest festival images.
Science – plant seeds, grow own selection of vegetables, food chains, bean diary
Maths – measure plants grown, parable of 5000 linked maths puzzles
Literacy – Harvest prayers giving thanks, keep a diary of sharing you have done during harvest, retell The feeding of the 5000, write a letter to
explain to another person why Christians have harvest festivals.
Art – create own abstract version of symbols of harvest.
ICT – Photograph harvest goods and create montage of digital images that depicts ‘harvest’ to them, create a harvest invitation to supper
Outdoors learning –
Possible visits – Visit local church during Harvest time. Visit a farm to see where some of our food comes from

Carlisle Diocese:

What do stories from the bible teach us about Jesus? - Year 1 – short unit

Key Question –What are the different roles of Jesus from stories in the bible?
Learning
Intentions
AT1- Beliefs,
teachings and
sources
Towards Expectations
– I can remember a
story Jesus told and
talk about it.
Expected – I can tell a
story Jesus told and
say some things that
Christians believe about
it.
Above Expectations –
I can describe what a
believer might learn
from one of the stories
that Jesus told.
AT2 – Meaning,
purpose and truth
Towards Expectations
-.
I can talk about what I
find interesting or
puzzling in a story
Jesus told.
Expected –
I can talk about some
things in stories that
make people ask
question about what
Jesus teaches us in his

Christian
Values

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

;

Focus on Jesus as healer, teacher, friend, saviour, servant.

Compassion
Service
Friendship
Forgiveness

Key Bible stories –
What are the messages in each story that Jesus is teaching us?
Healer - Jesus heals the blind man. John: 9 or Jesus heals the paralysed man
Luke;5
The Lords’ prayer Matthew 5:5-13
Friendship – Jesus calls the disciples Luke:5
Forgiveness – The Lost Sheep Luke:15:1-7
Saviour – Zaccheus Luke:19
Servant – Jesus washes the feet of his disciples John 13:1-17
Dramatise/Role Play one of the stories for another group of children.
Godly Play – The Lost Sheep
Write a sentence about how we should behave as Jesus taught from stories in the
bible using sentence starters.
Jesus taught us that we should…..
Create display of sentences or questions and images that the children have made
from the story.

Resources
Lion storyteller bible – I can see –
healing of the Blind Man
Down through the roof – Jesus heals the
paralysed man
Jesus and the taxman - story of
Zacchaeus
Jesus’ special friends – calling of the
disciples
The Good Shepherd
- Story of the lost sheep
Godly Play Book 3 p. 77-86
Available from Amazon)
Jesus Through Art by Margaret Cooling
Picturing Jesus – RE Today
BBC video clip about Zacchaeus
meeting Jesus

Look at art of Jesus in his different roles and ask questions about it.
What kinds of question would you like to ask Jesus about Zaccheus, the blind man,
the disciples etc
Hot seating/ Quiz show with characters from the story or Jesus when he is in the
stories.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/
zaccheus-meets-jesus/4465.html

stories.
Above Expectations –
I can ask important
questions about the
stories Jesus told and
compare my ideas with
those of other people.

Assessment
opportunities
Cross-curricular
ideas

I wonder… Why Jesus healed others? Helped others? Served others? Wanted to
teach us?

Draw and label some of the roles Jesus showed in the chosen stories
Write two questions to a character in one of the stories.
Draw Jesus being a friend and compare to how they are a friend to others.
Maths – Repeating pattern of own chosen symbols from the stories
Literacy – Writing labels, sentences, questions and drama/role play
Art/DT – Studying art of Jesus in the stories closely. Create 3D models of elements from the story and label with words about the story.
Computing – Read the stories on line.

Carlisle Diocese:

What can we learn from the stories Jesus Told? - Year 2 – Short Unit

Key Questions – What are the messages in the stories Jesus told?
What can we learn from them? What do they teach us?
Learning
Intentions

Christian
Values

AT1
Towards Expectations
– I can remember a
religious story and talk
about it.
Expected – I can tell a
religious story and say
some things that people
believe.
Above Expectations – I
can describe what a
believer might learn from
a religious story.
AT2
Towards Expectations I can talk about things
that happen to me.
I can talk about what I
find interesting or
puzzling.
Expected –
I can ask about what
happens to others with
respect for their feelings.
I can talk about some
things in stories that
make people ask

Compassion,
Service
With
particular
focus on;
giving,
supporting,
caring,
helping,
empathy

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Key Bible stories – The Widow’s Mite and the Good Samaritan

Luke 10: 25-37

The Good Samaritan Activity Ideas
-Begin with a hidden message in a special box or around the classroom. Children
retrieve the messages with the knowledge that often there are hidden messages in
stories that we need to find and learn from. Introduce how Jesus told stories like this –
parables.
-Read a version of the Good Samaritan and dress children up to rein act, dramatise or
watch a clip such as the ‘Good Samaritan Lego animation’ from Youtube or a similar
animation from Godtube. Compare the traditional to the modern day clip of’ The man
who helps a homeless man finding food in the bin’ from Godtube. Explore the feelings
from the class in response to this clip.
-Set up a range of similar scenarios for the children to respond to. What would they do
as the Good Samaritan in an ideal world?
-Invite the children to draw out what they remember of the story on a large white bedding
sheet in washable pens and ask small groups to act out using the images, path, temple
etc
-Respond to story in heart shape for – what the characters felt, thought bubble for what
they were thinking and speech bubble for what they might say. Use for all characters.
-Explore poem/verse versions of the story.
-Do Conscience Alley for the Good Samaritan and the other characters who walked by.
A line of Positive conscience whisperers and a line of negative conscience whisperers to
whisper to the Characters as they walk through the alley of children.
-What would a Good Samaritan have in his bag? Draw and label items/feeling in his bag
with description of what he would use each for.
-Create Compassion rolls. Fill a wrapped/decorated loo roll with items/images to show
compassion for others; hugs, holding hands, offering hands, praying hands, bandages,
love heart, food, water etc. Share their Compassion rolls with others explaining why they

The Widow’s Mite
teaching materials
from Liverpool Diocese
Good Samaritan
Animation – Godtube.
The man who helps a
homeless man finding
food in the bin –
www.godtube.com

Our Poems and no
Messin’ – Margaret
Cooling
Margaret Cooling’s
Bible Story Bags
scripts – The Road of
Choices
The Good Samaritan
poem by David Ronald

questions.
Above Expectations – I
can compare some of the
things that influence me
with those that influence
other people.
I can ask important
questions about life and
compare my ideas with
those of other people.

chose the things they did.
-Children create small group parable boxes and put together a selection of items to retell
the story to another class or group of children. Physical objects, drawings, puppets.
-Hot-seat characters and record /write recounts from different perspectives.
-Newspaper headline with a ‘photo’ shot from the story.
-Helping hands - cut out hands and write on them good things to do with hands.
-Show children the words: father, friend, and helper. How were these views of God
demonstrated in the story?
-Look at the work of The Samaritans www.samaritans.org www.samaritans-purse.org.uk
-Spidergram ideas for why the Samaritan stopped and why the others did not.
- Love thy neighbour. What does this really mean? Mind map ideas for why people may
not be accepted initially/prejudiced/treated unfairly and what they should do according to
the message in this story.
I wonder…
What was the Good Samaritan feeling/thinking? What made him respond to the needs of
the man? Why did the other characters not respond? What were they thinking? Do I
reach out to others when in need? How? If the Good Samaritan could have been a lady,
child, elderly person? What might have happened if he refused help? What if the others
were too scared to take action themselves what else could they have done? What if I
saw someone in need? Why did the priest walk by if he follows Jesus teachings?

Bruce Pekrul
The Lion First BibleHelp! Help!
The Big Bible
Storybook p.175
Art
Good Samaritan –
painting by Van Gogh
The Good Samaritan
by John Freeman

Mark 12; 41-44
The Widow’s Mite Activity Ideas
-The teaching guidance from The Liverpool Diocese is a brilliant resource.
-Make a purse holding two mites bearing the main message from the story in their own
words.
- Compare The bible passage story with the idea of The Secret Millionaire TV
programme.
-Create a class game using floor tiles or hoops/quoits, based on the three givers;
Flamboyant, reluctant and widow for 3 children to act as the board pieces, others to
choose numbers to roll large dice and think of forfeits for the characters to help them
think about how to be better, stop on question cards for the audience to question the
characters feelings, thoughts and actions. Stop on action cards to make the not so good
givers move back but help the widow win by giving her support and praise to move on
spaces.
-Compare images in art and recreate the one that speaks to them explaining why.
- Create scene in the temple in classroom by moving furniture and act out the story.
- If you had to interview the characters what would you ask?

Art
Widow's Mite by
James Christensen
Widows mite. -drawing
by Amy Pectol

- ‘God Loves a cheerful giver’. Discuss the message. When have you been a
flamboyant, reluctant, cheerful giver?
- Write a letter of advice to the characters.
- Create a gift to bring delight to others and explain their motivation behind the idea.
-Draw each character and describe their reaction to them initially and after thinking about
what Jesus told the disciples.
- Create a feelings map for each character throughout the story.
- Think about Service and how we give to charity, church etc. What could we do to give
to others? Class project such as make sewn purses to sell at Christmas Fayre or school
event to raise money for chosen charity.

Assessment
opportunities

Deliver their own version of the story to a different audience in small groups using props.
Retell the story in cartoon/comic strip version.
Draw each character and surround with views of Christians about their actions.
Write a comparison about the two stories and the differences similarities of messages within.
Create a story map of feelings/thoughts of the characters throughout the story.
Write in role as one of the characters and then as themselves watching.

Cross-curricular
ideas

Science – Grow a plant to give someone to bring joy or to offer to a neighbour. Health and growth – what happens when our body is
damaged?
Maths – Create maths puzzles using money/mites the numbers of characters.
Literacy – Describe the characters. Write the story from others perspectives, create story book for younger child. Create into own play
script and perform for parents in worship/assembly time.
History – Look at coins through the ages. Compare modern and traditional art.
Art/DT – Recreate different images of the widow in varying media onto a large mite outline or take symbols from the Good Samaritan
story to create a repetitive pattern. Sew purses. Create role play hospital area.
ICT – Type an email to the Levite/priest. Create a PowerPoint/Photo story of their own version of the story with sounds and moving
images.
Possible visits – Dramatise the widow’s mite in the local church and video record it for use in ICT.

Carlisle Diocese:

Why do Christians give gifts at Christmas? - Year 1

Key Questions – Why do we give gifts? What gifts does the bible tell us were given at Christmas?
What do Christians believe are the greatest Christmas gifts of all?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 Forms of
expressing meaning
Towards
Expectations – I can
talk about the gifts
given at Christmas.
Expected – I can talk
about the symbolism
of gifts at Christmas
Above Expectations
I can make
connections between
the gifts given at the
Nativity and my own
experiences.
AT2 Values and
commitments
Towards
Expectations - I can
talk about what is
important to me and
to Christians at
Christmas.
Expected – I can talk
about gifts as an

Christian
Values
Thankfulness,
Friendship,
Fellowship,
Reverence,
Hope, Love

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas
Use giving and receiving as main theme to explore.
Use a selection of attractively wrapped boxes to explore what it feels like to give and
what it feels like to receive a gift. Children choose gift boxes; Why did you choose
that one?
Explore who gives gifts, when we give gifts and why we give gifts.
How do we choose a gift for someone special? What makes a gift special?
Organise a ‘precious things day’ when each child can bring a gift which is precious to
them to share and discuss.
What makes the best gift? Is the biggest / most expensive gift always the best gift?
Lead children away from material gifts to abstract ideas about giving of ourselves –
home-made gifts, time to help others, make others happy etc.
Read the Nativity Story
Focus on Matthew Chapter 2 verses 1-12 relating to the Magi.
Sensory experience of frankincense and myrrh.
Focus on the possible symbolism of the gifts from the Magi to the baby e.g. Gold to
represent kingship, Frankincense to represent worship, Myrrh to represent suffering.
Why were these gifts carefully chosen and given?
Explore how the gifts from the Magi relate to our Christmas tradition of giving gifts.
Explore celebratory hymns about the gifts given at Christmas e.g. We Three Kings,
Riding Out, Away in a Manger.
Explore one of the tales of Baboushka, Papa Panov or Saint Nicholas. Discuss
values and priorities, reflect on gifts and giving.

Resources
www.boxesofhopecumbria.co.uk
www.artbible.info/ for examples of
works of art from Bible characters and
stories
Barnabas in schools site –Talking
about Christmas: The Giving of Gifts
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/gi
ving-of-gifts-talking-about-christmas/
Godly Play Book 3 p.64-69
Experience Christmas – Jumping Fish
publications from the Diocese of
Gloucester
jumpingfish@glos.dioc.org.uk mulit
sensory activities to encourage pupil
response and reflection
RE today Autumn 2014 primary
publication RE Ideas: Christmas p.6-9
for a range of activities about gifts and
giving at Christmas
www.retoday.org.uk
The Lion Christmas book has stories of
Baboushka , Papa Panov and St

expression of love
and caring
Above Expectations
– I can explain how
and why myself and
others give and
receive.

Write A Christmas Prayer of Thanks.
Explore the baby Jesus as God’s gift to the world. Why do Christians believe this is
the greatest Christmas gift of all?
Explore a variety of Christmas art featuring the magi on Christmas cards or on art
work titled ‘The Adoration of the Magi’ by artists such as Fra Angelico, Filippino
Lippi, Leonardo Davinci, Sandro Botticelli, Giotto, Albrecht Durer, PP Rubens. What
do you think these pictures show us about gifts and giving? What do you think the
people are saying / thinking? What do you think is the most important part of the
picture? What makes the image look special? What do you think is the most
precious gift in the picture?
Support the local Shoebox Charity ‘Boxes of Hope’.
Why is it important for us as a Church school to be involved in sending ‘Boxes of
Hope’
Make a class ‘Box of Hope’. Discuss items we include and suggest why they would
be good things to send.
Why do the children think the boxes are called Boxes of Hope?
Can we hold all the gifts we are sending? Discuss gifts in relation to Christian values
of hope, friendship, and compassion e.g. helping someone I need.
Look at what the bible says about giving to those in need; ‘Do not neglect to do good
and to share what you have for such sacrifices are pleasing to God’ Hebrews 13:16
I wonder… Why do some people not receive gifts?

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Cross-curricular
ideas

Nicholas pub. Lion

Draw and explain gifts you would include in a ‘Box of Hope’.
Write speech bubbles for characters at the Nativity explaining their thoughts and feelings.
What gift would you give to Jesus? Why?
Why do you think Christmas is so important to Christians? Why is Christmas important to you?
Maths – link to work on measuring capacity/volume, mass/weight of gift boxes
Literacy –Christmas prayers giving thanks.
Art – create own gift boxes and gifts to put in them.
Possible visits – Visit local church, visit Experience Christmas stations.

See National Gallery for various
examples:
www.nga.gov/content/ngaweb/Collectio
n/art-object-page.24.html
Also REtoday Autumn 2014 primary
as quoted above has an example on p.
9of a painting by N. De Boer

Carlisle Diocese:

What are the messages of Christmas? - Year 2

Key Questions – Who announced the birth of Jesus and to whom? What were the messages of Christmas?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 Forms of
Expression
Towards Expectations –

I can recognise the
symbol of the angel in
the Christmas story.
Expected – I can say

what some Christian
symbols stand for and
say what
some of the art
and music suggest
about angels.
Above Expectations – I
can use religious words

to describe some of
the
different ways in which
Christians show their
beliefs about angels
AT2 meaning, purpose
and truth
Towards Expectations –
I can talk about what I

find interesting or
puzzling about angels.
Expected – I can talk

about some things in

Christian
Values
Thankfulness,
Love
Hope
Joy
Peace

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas
Focus on Angels as message bringers.
What does an angel look like?
Sort Christmas cards into ones with angels and talk about what being an angel means
and how they are portrayed in the card images.
Supply groups with a nativity scene to retell to each other.
Retell Christmas story from the angels point of view or the
kings/shepherds/Mary/Joseph
Look at the roles of the angels throughout the story; changing peoples lives with their
messages, bringing message of baby to Mary, Josephs dream, warning for Joseph to
go to Egypt
Make hanging angels and attach with messages that the angels brought or angels
Christmas cards bearing messages.

Resources
Christmas cards with angels

On Angels Wings by Michael
Murpurgo – retell from a shepherd’s
perspective
Giotto art
Madonna and child art
Boticelli,
Bebe by
Gaugin art
www.nationalgallery.org.uk/artists
Pen Cayetano’s Silent Night – search
google images for a modern
interpretation of the traditional story

If you were an angel how would you; tell Mary about her baby? The shepherds where
to go?

Examples of angel figures/models

Explore how the messages angels brought are similar to the messages that some
Christians bring today. Create a poster showing the messages angels brought to those
on earth.

The Lion Christmas book has stories
of Baboushka, Papa Panov and St
Nicholas pub. Lion

Explore the role of the angel Gabriel and write a job specification for his important job.
Write a birth announcement for themselves and/or Jesus.

Lion Storyteller Bible The First
Christmas p.84-85

Pull an angel figure out of a bag and children ask the angel a question. Try to move

Nativity scene and figures to re-tell

the Christmas story
that make people ask
questions.
Above Expectations – I
can ask important

questions concerning
angels in the Christmas
story and compare my
ideas with those of
others.

past literal questions and draw out more philosophical enquiry such as; Do you know
you are an angel? Do you know how important you are in the Christmas story? Why
did you tell the shepherds first? Why do you think the shepherds were afraid of you?
Write about… If I met an angel I would……
Recreate art by Giotto of angels
Look at Madonna and Child with Two Angels Artist: Tiziano Vecellio Titian showing
Mary with Jesus and two angels. Create speech/thought/emotions bubbles for each
character.
Compare with other nativity art such as Mystic Nativity, by Botticelli, Bebe (The
Nativity) by Paul Gauguin, or more modern art like Pen Cayetano’s Silent Night from
1999
Look at Sistine Madonna, Angels by the Italian artist Raphael. If these angels were
looking down on the nativity scene what would they be thinking?

Investigate one of the following; Baboushka, Papa Panov, St Francis, St Nicholas as
message bringers and gift givers. Peace on Earth – What does Peace on Earth mean?
Draw and label your idea of a peaceful world
Love – Who displayed love in the story and how?
Hope – Jesus brought message of hope, reflect upon how we bring hope to others, joy,
love, who? How? When? Why? Who gives us hope, love, joy? Draw and describe/label
Joy – Explore the emotions of Mary when Jesus was born. Write a diary entry as Mary
or another key character
Godly Play – The Nativity – use the Godly Play principles to focus on the role of the
angels in the story of Christmas and the messages they brought
Sequence the events of the nativity.
Explore Christmas carols which refer to angels and create art to reflect these.e.g. Hark
the Herald Angels sing, It’s Christmas day, All through the night, While Shepherds
watched, O Little Town, Joy to the world, are some examples.
Describe the scene at the manger using bible quotes as inspiration such as Luke 2:12
“and this will be a sign for you, you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloth and
lying in a manger”
Matthew 2:10 “and when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy”.
Read the passage from the bible Luke2: 8-20 when the angels appeared to the
shepherds. Recreate the scene on a large white sheet with children drawing details in

the story or use Margaret Cooling’s
version from her Bible Storybags
series, available from:
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/

washable pens on the sheet, writing main messages and the shepherds
emotions/reactions.
Interview people from school as to what is the most important message of the
Christmas story to them. Create a display from their responses.
I wonder… Why the angels were chosen to bring the messages? Why Jesus was born
God’s son? Why it took so long for the kings to reach him? Why he was born in a
stable? What was the most important message the angels brought?

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Cross-curricular
ideas

Diary entry for Mary
Nativity scene with thought/speech bubbles
Thought bubbles for angels in Tiziano Vecellio Titian art work
Science – Can you make a paper angel reach Mary? Use balloons or paper angels to propel across the area using wind, or move across a thread.
Maths – Work out a message from the angels using numbers corresponding to letters
Drama - Dramatise or freeze frame how you would respond if an angel brought a message of peace, love, hope or joy to you. Play Chinese
whispers starting with a message to Mary, Kings, Joseph. How does it change as it passes on?
Art – making angels bearing messages
ICT – create a wordle of important words from the messages of the angels
Outdoors learning – Create a good message tree outside on tree in school grounds. Children hang an angel bearing good messages to pupils.
Possible visits – your local church at Christmas time, explore colours, images, angels, stained glass windows

Carlisle Diocese:

Why is baptism important to Christians? - Year 1 unit

Key Questions – What is baptism? Why do people get baptised? How are Christians baptised? Who can be baptised?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 Forms of
expressing
meaning
Towards
Expectations – I
can talk about the
people and objects
involved in a
baptism service.
Expected – I can
talk about the
symbolism within a
baptism service
Above
Expectations – I
can make
connections
between baptism
and my own
experiences of
belonging.
AT2 Values and
commitments
Towards
Expectations - I
can talk about my
own experiences of

Christian
Values
Thankfulness,
Fellowship,
Responsibility,
Hope, Trust,
Love

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas
Talk about belonging e.g. to a family, friendship group, class, clubs. How do we become
part of these groups? What do we share with people in these groups? Rules, uniform,
ceremony, badges, shared interests and beliefs etc. Discuss how we all belong to God’s
family. Make a ‘God’s Family collage of people from all around the world; use drawings,
photographs and pictures from magazines, include pictures of the children.
Sing ‘He’s Got the Whole World in his Hands’.
How do we feel when we belong to something? How does it feel to be left out?
How do we join the Church? Baptism. Who has been baptised? Discuss children’s
experiences of attending baptism services and celebrations.
Make a collection of baptism photos and artefacts e.g. robes, cards, candles, Bibles,
cake, gifts.
Experience a re-enactment of a baptism service in Church. Ask the vicar to re-enact the
service using a doll, children as parents, Godparents, members of the child’s family and
Church the congregation.
Discuss the objects involved e.g. font, water, shell, Bible, Christening robe etc.
Explore the many uses of water.
Sensory experiences of water; run hands through water, listen to water poured etc.
Discuss pictures and video clips of water in different moods. Why is water important to
us? What do we use water for?
Explore the use of water as a symbol of baptism. Discuss how John the Baptist used
water as a symbol of washing away all the bad things and starting again all clean.
Discuss how baptism can be in a range of places with water; river, sea, swimming pool,
church font.
Discuss the important roles and commitments made by parents and Godparents in an

Resources
www.cleo.net.uk
KS1 RE Rite of Holy Baptism
www.request.org.uk baptism and
dedication
BBC Learning Zone:
Class Clips on a Christian
baptism
CLEO resources:
www.cleo.net.uk
Rite of Holy Baptism
Baptism by Immersion
‘Water as a symbol –
baptismhttp://www.barnabasinschool
s.org.uk/find/baptism+in%20ideas/id
eas/1
‘Jesus baptism – water as a symbol.’
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk
/jesus-baptism-water-as-a-symbol/

Children’s bible version of the
baptism of Jesus or Lion
Storyteller Bible p.90-91

baptism
Expected – Know
that Jesus was
baptised and talk
about why baptism
is important to
Christians.
Above
Expectations – I
can talk about the
important role
parents and
Godparents play in
baptism and the
child’s life as a
Christian.

infant baptism. Think about the promises made and look in detail at the words spoken by
the adults within the baptism service and what this means for the child’s future
upbringing / life.
‘Will you bring up your child as a Christian?’ ‘With God’s help we will’
‘I baptise you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit’

The Complete Guide to Godly
Play: Jrome Berryman
Volume 3. Lesson 6

Discuss and compare infant baptism to an adult baptism – what is the same and what is
different?

Picturing Jesus
Fresh Ideas
Lat Blaylock

RE Today

Read or tell the story of the baptism of Jesus. Mark1 v4-11.
Act it out. Freeze frame the action at key points to allow discussion about what is going
on. What are the key characters and bystanders thinking or what might they be saying?
Explore why baptism was a special moment for Jesus.
Discuss Jesus telling his disciples to get baptized and then ‘Go and make disciples of all
nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit’. Matthew
28:19
Explore art – ‘Baptism of Christ’ by Greg Olsen. ‘The Baptism of Jesus’ by Jeff Haynie,
‘Baptism of Christ’ by Daniel Bonnell.
I wonder… Why do some people get baptised as a baby and some as an adult? Why
don’t all people get baptised?

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Each child has a photograph of themselves and finishes the sentence ‘I belong…’ with ideas about themselves.
Write speech bubbles to go with a baptism picture of a baby, mum / dad, Godparent, vicar explaining their thoughts and feelings.
Art work of Jesus baptism put up on the wall. Children put post-its around it with their own thoughts, feelings, ideas about the picture.

Art – create own baptism pictures or cards.
Crosscurricular ideas Visits – Visit local church to enact baptism service.

Literacy – write account of a baptism service as someone attending it – thoughts and feelings
DT – make baptism artefacts
Maths - data collection on symbols they have seen on baptism

Carlisle diocese:

What do sacred writings teach about leaders? Year 2

Key questions: What is a leader? What qualities do religions believe a leader needs?
Some material in this unit is adapted from the work of Salisbury Diocese

Learning intentions
AT1 Beliefs, teachings
and sources
Towards expectations I
can remember a Bible
story about a leader and
talk about it
Expected
I can tell a story from the
Bible and say some things
that people believe
Above Expectations
I can describe what a
believer might learn about
a leader from a Bible story
AT2 Values and
commitments
Towards expectations
I can talk about what is
important to me and other
people about leaders
Expected
I can identify different

Christian Values
Trust
Service
Responsibility
Compassion
Hope

Possible teaching and learning activities
Show pictures of current leaders in different walks of life that may
be familiar to the children e.g.
From: sport, music, film, kings and queens, book characters
In small groups ask the children what they know about these
leaders and then sort the pictures into an order of importance.
Write words to describe each person.
Compare with other groups and then make a list of qualities that
the class decide upon as important for a leader
Make a graph/pie chart to show the results
Ask children to write a sentence to explain which is the most
important quality and why
Tell the story of Moses leading the people out of Egypt to the
Red Sea. Why did the people of Israel follow and trust him?
Act out the story, using outside the classroom for the journey if
this is possible
Use a Venn diagram to write in the things that were different
about Moses and the Pharaoh as leaders and the similarities
Look at job adverts from a local paper and highlight the qualities
required. Children then make up own advert for a leader to take

others on an expedition to an unknown place. What kinds of
words would they use? Recap the words used to describe
Moses as a leader.
Discuss some of the stories children have heard about Jesus –
what qualities does he have? Create a wall of words to describe
him.
In pairs children complete the statement ‘Jesus was a good
leader because.....’. Make a classroom display of these
statements

Resources
Pictures of leaders from different walks
of life – internet and book sources,
newspapers

Crossing the Red Sea
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vs0pqLqgv
6U

The baptism and the temptations of
Jesus
http://vimeo.com/46268584

qualities which makes a
leader for me and others
Above expectations
I can link my ideas and
those of others about
leaders with the way I
think and behave

Watch the video of the baptism and temptations of Jesus – what
kind of qualities does Jesus show? Draw a picture which
illustrates part of the story and in thought bubbles write the
word/s you think show these qualities
Read 3 passages/stories from the Bible about the life of Jesus
from the Lion Storyteller Bible e.g. The Marvellous Picnic,
(feeding of the 5000). The Storm on the Lake, Jesus and the
Taxman (Zacchaeus). Children create a piece of art work which
shows how Jesus showed his leadership qualities in his actions
action
Alternatively, you may wish to focus on a leader from a different
faith e.g. Islam. The story of the woman at the gates of Makkah
or The prophet Muhammad and the thirsty camel are good
examples
The story of Rama and Sita in Hinduism

The Lion Storyteller Bible by Bob
Hartman pub.Lion children’s
Also has the story of Moses leading
God’s people across the Red Sea and
the baptism of Jesus

Opening up Islam, Opening up
Hinduism and Exploring Sacred Stories
from www.retoday.org.uk
My First Quran bySanisyasnain Khan
pub Goodword books

Suggested Assessment Opportunities
I can write an advert which identifies the qualities of a leader
I can retell the story of Moses leading the people out of Egypt and identify his qualities of leadership
I can give reasons why Christians believe that Jesus is a great leader ( or another leader from a different faith)
Cross –curricular ideas
Drama - role play in re-telling stories, set values related scenarios for groups of children to decide upon the best person from their group to be the leader of the
scenario, justify why and the chosen leader lead the others through the task. Reflect upon why the leader was successful.
Literacy - descriptive writing
Maths – graphs and pie charts
Geography – map work/routes and symbols
ICT – use the internet to find pictures of leaders in different walks of life, including religious leaders

Carlisle Diocese:

How do Christians celebrate Easter? - Year 1

Key Questions – What is Easter? Why do Christians celebrate Easter? What do Christians believe about Jesus at Easter?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 Practices and
ways of life
Towards
Expectations – I can
use the right names
for objects of used at
Easter.
Expected – I can
identify words and
symbols that
Christians associate
with Easter.
Above Expectations
I can talk about some
of the things Christians
do at Easter.
AT2 Identity and
belonging
Towards
Expectations - I can
talk about special
times such as Easter.
Expected – I can talk
about my own
experiences and
feelings of Easter.

Christian
Values
Friendship,
Fellowship,
Hope,
Love
Forgiveness

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Class discussion and mind map on what Easter means? Why do we have Easter? Add to and
review at different key times over the course of the unit of work.

Christopher Goseys Palm
Sunday artwork

Palm Sunday
Tell the Palm Sunday story and discuss how Christians celebrate by receiving palm crosses,
make a palm cross. Use story bag to tell the story of Palm Sunday, pull out symbols such as
palm branch, donkey. Guided Visualisation of Palm Sunday.

REQuest website has ideas
for making palm crosses and
the colours in the church year.
www.request.org.uk

Last Supper
Do a re-enactment of Last Supper, washing feet, breaking bread, wine. Use Lion storyteller
bible
Role-play taking communion or ask school vicar to lead Communion for class. Watch video
clips of Communion.
Crucifixion
Look at range of art of the crucifixion such as those in Picturing Jesus Fresh ideas by Lat
Blaylock and children create their own versions and write descriptively about the events.
Discuss Good Friday and why is it a good day for Christians?
Resurrection and ascension
Make an Easter garden to show the empty tomb and signs of new life.
Listen to a range of Easter songs/hymns/poems such as I danced in the morning…
Watch a clip of and Easter day Service or interview the vicar or member of the church
community about the service.

Lion Easter favourites –
stories and prayers
Opening Up Easter pub.
REtoday
The real Easter egg company
www.realeasteregg.co.uk An
Easter egg which tells the
Biblical story of Easter
Jumping Fish publications
Experience Easter
Lion Storyteller Bible

Experience Easter. Stations set up giving opportunities for children to engage with the
different aspects of Easter.
Colours associated with Easter – new life, colours of the church seasons. Lent, the period
leading up to Easter Sunday – purple. Gold and white for celebrations, resurrection Easter

Bob Hartman – Telling the
Bible
Friends and Heroes video clip:

Above Expectations
– I can ask questions
about how different
people in the Easter
story felt.

Sunday.
How are these colours reflected in Christian churches. Visit the Church to look at how and
where these colours are used and shown.

Remember Me
www.friendsandheroes.com/uk

Explore the symbolism related to Easter eggs; include chocolate eggs and traditions in other
countries/cultures.
I wonder…
How I would feel if I was someone in the Easter story. I wonder if my feelings would remain
the same throughout the whole story.
Why some Christians wear a cross.

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Cross-curricular
ideas

On a paper cross template draw pictures and write words associated with Easter.
On a scene of Palm Sunday children create thought bubbles about the emotions of the crowd, Jesus, Disciples, a child, Jewish leaders etc
Sequence a series of pictures or artefacts related to the Easter story e.g palm branch, cross, empty tomb. Retell the Easter Story
Assess the children’s progression in thinking through review of the mind map.
Literacy – writing Easter poems
Art – Exploring emotions surrounding a variety of art
Possible visits – Church to explore colours and practises at Easter
Music – create percussion pieces to represent the different parts of the story.

Carlisle Diocese:
What does the Easter story tell us about God’s Love and Forgiveness? - Year 2
Key Questions –How was forgiveness demonstrated in the Easter story? How is love demonstrated in the Easter Story?
What are the symbols of the Easter story?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 – Beliefs, teachings
and sources
Towards Expectations – I
can remember parts of the
Easter story and talk about it.
Expected – I can tell the main
events of the Easter story and
say some things that people
believe.
Above Expectations – I can
describe what a Christian
might learn from the Easter
story about forgiveness and
love.
AT1 – Forms of expression
Towards expectations –
I can recognise Easter art,
symbols and talk about them.
Expected – I can say what
some Christian symbols stand
for from the Easter story and
say what it is about.
Beyond Expectations –
I can use religious words to
describe some of the different
ways that Jesus showed love
and forgiveness in the Easter
story.
AT2 – Meaning, purpose
and truth

Christian
Values
Love
Forgiveness
Hope
Service

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Key Bible stories;, The Easter Story; The Last Supper, Good Friday, Palm Sunday, The
Crucifixion, Mary discovers the empty tomb, CHECK THESE
The Tale of the Three Trees by Angela Elwell Hunt. How did the final tree feel about his role?
Read the book Easter Angels by Bob Hartman
Look at the art work by Christopher Gosey – Palm Sunday. Children to write speech/thought bubbles
for the boys looking at the scene and/or for the characters in the scene.
The Eucharist symbols – Bread and wine. Explore other symbols of Easter such as empty tomb,
crosses, chalice, palm leaves,

Resources
Lion Storyteller bible
stories of The Easter
story
The Tale of the Three
Trees by Angela Elwell
Hunt
Easter angels by Bob
Hartman

Look at the role of the chalice in the Easter story as a symbol of forgiveness.
Act out the crowd when Jesus rode into Jerusalem thinking about how the doubters and supporters
respond. How did the supporters show their love of Jesus?
Make a palm leaf decorated with words meaning forgiveness.
Create class wall frieze of the crowd during Palm Sunday with palms, people, emotions, speech,
thoughts etc
Conscience Alley – for Peter, Judas, Jesus when thinking about forgiving those,
The last supper – discuss that Jesus was a Jew and that he was enjoying the Jewish Passover.
Jesus left the bread and wine of a token of his love for us. How can we show others we love them?
Design a gift for someone to show them you love them.
Read the Remember poem by Rossetti. Children write their own versions or take the words
‘Remember me’ as Jesus said at the last supper and use them to create a chalice.

Remember poem by
Christina Rosetti
Christopher Goseys
Palm Sunday artwork

Towards Expectations - I
can talk about what puzzles
or interests me in the Easter
story.
Expected –
I can talk about elements of
the Easter story that makes
others ask questions
Above Expectations – I can
Ask big questions about the
Easter story and compare
with the beliefs of others.
AT2 – Values and
commitments
Towards expectations –I
can talk about how
forgiveness and love is
important to me and others.
Expected – I can talk about
how love and forgiveness is
important to me and others
considering their feelings
Beyond expectations – I can
link how love and forgiveness
is important to me and others
to how I behave and
demonstrate these.

Children could act out washing of feet and think about what message Jesus was giving his disciples.
Put thought bubbles on a picture of the scene.
What could we do for others to show them we love them? Write an ‘I Promise to…’ list, letter or card
to parent or someone who looks after them.
Create class ‘feet’ art with word on that show how Jesus/God demonstrates love in the story.
Map a timeline of emotions throughout the Easter Story for different characters
Create a timeline of instances when characters showed Love and Forgiveness
Write elements of the story from the points of view of the characters.
Forgiveness of Peter and Judas. Write a message of forgiveness from Jesus to these characters.
Write a notecard to Jesus as Judas or Peter
Make Easter eggs to hang on a forgiveness tree with messages to ask for forgiveness.
Paint stones of main characters and words.
Hot-seating or creating interviews for characters
Make and write prayer crosses about forgiveness.

I wonder… Why Judas and Peter betrayed Jesus? Why Jesus forgave them? Why Jesus washed
his disciples feet? How Jesus showed forgiveness and why? How Jesus showed his love for us?

Assessment
opportunities

Deliver their own version of the story to a different audience in small groups using props.
Rewrite the Easter story, sequence events or create story board.
Write an interview for Jesus, Judas, Peter…
Make a story in a shoe box in groups including elements and key word from the story.

Cross-curricular
ideas

Science – Egg experiments.
Maths – Make 3D crosses
Art/DT – Design Salvador style crosses depicting things that they cherish and love. Make Easter cards using symbols of Easter.
ICT – Research Easter symbols and practices
Visit the church at Easter time

Carlisle Diocese:
What does prayer mean for Christians and for other faiths? - Year 1 unit
Key Questions – What is prayer? Why do people pray? How do people pray?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 Forms of
expression
Towards
Expectations – I
can recognise that
when I pray I am
talking to God.
Expected – I can
recognise and talk
about prayer.
Above
Expectations - I
can recognise that
Christians pray in
different ways.
AT2 Identity and
Belonging
Towards
Expectations – I
can recognise how
to start and end a
prayer.

Christian
Values
Thankfulness,
Hope, Trust,
Love,
Forgiveness,
Peace,
Reverence.

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas
What is Prayer? Talk about prayer as a way to talk to /
communicate with God using drawings, photographs
and art work showing representations of prayer. Talk
about how people talk to God as a friend and can do so
about anything, anytime and anywhere. Speech
bubbles ‘What would you like to say to God?’
Learn ‘The Lord’s Prayer‘. Talk about Jesus use of
prayer – often in a solitary place and for long periods of
time when times were difficult. Learn ‘The Lord’s
Prayer‘. And discuss how this prayer was Jesus’
perfect model for prayer. Learn the Lord’s Prayer
through sign language.
Why do people pray?
Talk about prayer as…
An expression of faith and trust in God.
Saying sorry prayers. Discuss or draw things we may
do wrong and explore how God forgives us.
A way to give praise for all God provides. Learn some
prayers of praise including prayers which are sung.
A way to give thanks to God for all He provides. Write
prayers of thanksgiving.
A request for help for ourselves or others. Ask the vicar

Resources
www.cleo.net.uk
KS1 RE.
Judaism: Morning Service at the synagogue
Islam: Film of washing before prayer (wudu)

Lords’ prayer sign version available on the Diocese website.
www.request.org.uk Prayer – What is a Christian Prayer?
How do Christians pray?
Time to Pray – when do Christians pray?
How do you pray?

BBC Learning Zone:
www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips Clips 3057 and 5965 on Muslim
Prayer

The Bible:
Matthew 6:9 Jesus said pray like this…
The Lord’s Prayer.

Using persona dolls in RE:
www.bristoldiocesecyp.org/.../re/.../42_24ea070ea186704d2092966694
...

Expected – I can
talk about my own
experiences of
prayer.
Above
Expectations - I
can identify different
reasons why people
pray.

to come in and explain how people request prayers for
loved ones and how those prayers are offered in
morning prayer meetings. The children may then ask
for and join in with prayers for loved ones.
Introduce the teaspoon prayer; thanks, sorry, prayer for
others and create a display of these.
Discuss how God may answer our prayers – what is
the same and what is different about the things we
think we need and the things God may think we only
want?
How do Christian’s pray?
Explore different methods of prayer:
Communal / solitary prayer.
Praying aloud / silently.
Prayer using sensory stimulus. Such as prayer spaces,
fizzy forgiveness,
Prayer through expressive arts such as singing, dance,
drama.
Explore art as a way to communicate with God. Look at
a prayer related painting in silence. Identify part of the
painting which interests or inspires you. What do you
think the people in the picture are doing / thinking /
feeling? What does the picture make you think / feel?
If you want to offer your own prayer to God. Offer a
range of art medium for children to create their own
works of art to inspire prayer.
Offer opportunities to experience prayer. Set up a
prayer space in the classroom. In groups create their
own place to pray from physical resources, fabrics etc
Interview a range of adults in school about where they
pray.
When do Christians pray?. What is the difference
between prayers at Christmas, harvest, baptism,
Easter…
How do people of other faiths pray?

RE Today Opening up Thankfulness P4 – Jewish prayer
Espresso prayer clips

Make comparisons and connections between prayers
across faiths – i.e. all talk to God in similar ways.
Judaism: Discuss how Jewish people give thanks to
God many times a day. Look at some short Jewish
Blessings or ‘Thank you’ prayers beginning with the
phrase ‘You are blessed, O Lord our God, king of the
universe, who…’ Make connections between Christian
Blessings and ‘Thank you’ prayers and write our own
‘Thank you’ prayers.
Muslim Prayer: Wudu, washing as preparation for
prayer. How do Christian’s prepare for prayer?
Use Persona dolls to explore prayer in different
religions.
Go on a ‘Prayer Trail’ explore different areas around
school and outdoors to decide whether they are
suitable places for prayer e.g. are they too noisy, too
bright, too busy…

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Crosscurricular
ideas

I wonder…Do all people pray? Does God hear
everyone’s prayers; even sinners? Does God help
people who don’t pray?
Write a recount, explanation of their own prayer experience
On images of different people of varied faiths children create speech bubbles for the people based on I am praying because…..
Sort words and images to do with prayer into ‘Prayer related’ and ‘Non prayer related’ groups.
Maths – Create pictogram of where people pray.
Drama – act out a prayer for someone
ART/DT – creating prayer space, make/sew prayer cushions.
Possible Visits – Go to local church, mosque, synagogue and look at the areas within the church that people would pray.

Carlisle Diocese:

How do Muslims express their faith? - Year 2

Key Questions – What do Muslims believe? Where, how and what do Muslims use to pray?
What are some important festivals for Muslims? How do Muslims show their commitment to Allah?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 Practices and
Ways of Life
Towards
Expectations – I can
use the right names
for things that are
special to Muslims.
Expected – I can talk
about some things
that are the same for
Muslims and
Christians.
Above Expectations
– I can describe some
of the things that are
the same and different
for Muslims and
Christians
AT2 – Identity and
Belonging
Towards
Expectations - I can

Christian
Values
Trust
Service
Endurance
Peace

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Activity Ideas
Allah – Discuss how the Arabic word Allah is whispered (Adhan) to a new baby and shouted from the
mosque tower/minaret. Which words do we shout or whisper? Why? Play a whisper and shout game.
Listen to the song words of God is the Creator at www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9aj6I9JF2w (or similar) and
discuss what the words tell you about the believes of Muslims about Allah

RE Ideas: God p.26 by Lat Blaylock
REtoday website
shop
www.retoday.org.uk

Children must understand that Religious figures in Islam should never be drawn but the Qur’an is in Arabic
and they could try out Arabic writing. Design a Qur’an stand with symbols of prayer incorporated. Discover
how the Qur’an words were whispered to Muhammad and he wrote them down. What words of advice do
they remember and what they have learned from them?

What does it mean
to be a Muslim in
Britain today? by
Lat Blaylock (also at
RE today)
Found in Opening
up Islam p.25-28
This is a fantastic
resource with lots of
great ideas
including What do
Muslims Believe?
Exploring Allah and
Muhaamad with
Primary Pupils p. 813)

Qur’an - Explore the Muslim story; Try, try and try, again where the king learns from an ant not to lose
courage. The Qur'an teaches:
"And that there is nothing for man except what he tried,
His efforts shall be seen. And rewarded to fullest extent." (Sura An-Najm 53:39-41)
Using their knowledge of what is in the bible what would they expect to find in the Qur’an? Write ideas on
Qur’an outline for display. Explore My First Qur’an and a traditional Qur’an to compare and find out.
Map the emotions of the characters in the story of The Crying Camel. What have we learned from this about
what Muslims believe and what Christians believe? Draw out importance of kindness to Muslims and
Christians.
Prophets – Explore the life of Muhammad(pbuh)
Dramatise the story of the Prophet Ibrahim. How were the crowd feeling? Write speech, thought and feelings
bubbles for the characters during the fire. How does this link to events from the bible? Discuss miracles and
trust in their God.

My First Qur’an by
Saniyasnain Khan

talk about things that
happen to me
Expected – I can ask
about what happens
to Muslims when
expressing their faith
with respect for
their feelings
Above Expectations
– I can compare some
of the things that
influence me with
those that influence
Muslims.

Share the story of The Emperor and the Seed. What do Muslims learn from this story? Draw out truthfulness
and make links to the story from the bible about Jacob tending the sheep and Commandment number eight
and nine say, "You shall not steal. You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour" (Exodus 20:1516, NIV).
The Prophet taught, "Truthfulness leads to righteousness, and righteousness leads to Paradise. And a man keeps on
telling the truth until he becomes a truthful person. Falsehood leads to Al-Fajur (i.e. wickedness, evil-doing), and Al-Fajur
(wickedness) leads to the (Hell) Fire, and a man may keep on telling lies till he is written before Allah, a liar." [Sahih alBukhari, Vol. 8:116]

Mosque – In small groups create a 3D model mosque and children fill with artefacts used in prayer. Then add
words related to how it feels inside the mosque. When do you feel these things? What happens in each part
of the mosque?
5 pillars of Islam – Belief, prayer, giving, fasting and pilgrimage
There are eight quotations (in Lat Blaylock’s activity) about
each of the Five Pillars of Islam. These could be edited for Y2 children
The Five Pillars of Islam are not all of equal significance. Belief in Allah and the Prophets comes first.
• believe every moment
• pray five times daily
• give when you do your accounts
• fast for a month out of the year
• travel to Makkah once in a lifetime if you can.
Unpick what each of these statements means to them and create a collage of the pillars filling each column
with related words, phrases, actions, ambitions etc.
Compare to Christian 10 Commandments – Can they write their own rules for living?

published by
Goodward books
The Crying Camel
story can be found
on Espresso KS1
RE site.
Articles of Faith
website has a good
range of artefacts
for all major
religions including
Islam
www.articlesoffaith.co.
uk

Prayer – Explore clips of Wudu/Salah. Act out in class grouped into boys and girls. Share articles of Islam;
prayer beads, mats, compass, etc. How does the prayer routine structure a Muslims day compared to
Christian pray ambitions/routines? Create a flow chart of images of prayer times and practices.
Festivals – Explore festival of fasting – Ramadan from child’s point of view. Hot seat teacher as Muslim child
during this period. Write an interview for a Muslim child about the feelings around this time of year. Compare
festivals of Eid-ul-Fitr and Eid-ul-Adha, what do Muslims do in preparation for these and why? Compare to
Lent.
Hajj/Makkah/Kaa’ba – Why is pilgrimage important to Muslims? Look at images of the sights at Mecca/ the
Kaa’ba during Hajj and fill thought bubbles with how the travellers are feeling during the pilgrimage and when
they arrive there. Act out the journey and arrival. Compare to a special journey that they have made.

Video clip from:
http://www.bbc.co.u
k/learningzone/clips/
preparations-forprayerwudu/5957.html

o

I wonder… Which is the most demanding of the Five Pillars? Why? How does my expression of faith
compare to Muslims? How pray structures a Muslims day? Why Allah cannot be drawn? How people feel
during Hajj? What it feels like to fast?

Pilgrimage to Mecca
http://www.bbc.co.u
k/learningzone/clips/
hajj-pilgrimage-atmecca/6236.html

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Talk about what Muslim people do in their religion
Recognise 3 ways in which Muslim people try to follow Allah
Respond sensitively to some of the feelings that Muslim’s experience through their practice of the 5 pillars
Describe what Muslims do to practice the 5 pillars
(Lat Blaylock has suggested a short assessment chart for children for AT1/2 to use in the document cited in the resources)
Label an image of a mosque and contents
Make links between Muslims practice and intentions with my own ambitions
Create a Muslim art piece in 2D or 3D and write a short description about what the symbols are they have used and why they are important

Cross-curricular
ideas

Maths – Look at repetitive, translated, reflected Muslim Patterns from mosques, prayer mats,
Literacy – write instructions for Wudu
DT – Make a 3D mosque or minaret model
Art – Create Muslim art using known symbols.
ICT –Possible visits – research from the internet mosques to visit and/ or do a virtual tour

Carlisle Diocese:

How do we appreciate the Natural World - Year 1

Key Questions – What is the Creation? How did God create the world according to the bible?
What puzzles us about the Creation?
Learning
Intentions
AT2 Meaning,
purpose and truth
Towards
expectations I can talk about what
I find interesting or
puzzling about the
Creation story,
Expected– I can talk
about some things in
stories that make
people ask
questions about the
Creation story.
Above
Expectations – I
can ask important
questions about
Creation and our
world then compare
my ideas with those
of other people.
AT1 Beliefs,
teachings and
sources

Christian
Values
Respect,
Thankfulness,
Creation,
Responsibility,
Hope, Love,
Trust.

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Activity Ideas - Indoors and Out
Creation Story from the bible
Godly Play
Learn Creation songs (God made you, God made me, Who put the colours in the
rainbow?)
Compare Creation story in bible to other religious creation stories or creation stories from
other cultures and countries
Explore creation poems. Explore poems about things we appreciate in nature such as
stars, suns, trees,
Wrap a selection of natural items (or images of) as a fancy gift box and give to class as
God’s gift to us as way into the unit of work. Why did God give us these? How do we use
our gifts? How do we care for them? Who looks after them? Why?
Find something in environment that has personal interest to them.
Hold discussion about why their chosen item is interesting to them.
Take photos/film of interesting natural objects.
Observational drawings/art
What more would you like to find out about your interesting item?
Write a poem about it.
Draw special item from nature and surround with thought/speech bubbles to say what is
special about it.
If you spoke to the object what would you tell it or ask it?

Bob Hartman
Bible stories

Stone/seed visualisation stilling, bark rubbings, find the colours of the rainbow in our
outdoors environment, sort things God made and items made from natural materials, go on
a natural patterns hunt, paint and describe what is seen through a viewfinder, weave with
natural objects, write prayers for what they appreciate and are thankful for most in nature,
explore the seasons, find a special outdoors place and describe how it feels, smells, etc

All the Wild
Wonders by
Wendy
Cooling
(poems about

Wonderful
Earth – Nick
Butterworth
(interactive
picture book of
creation)
Picturing
Creation
(RE Today
resource pack)
Let there be
light by Arch
Bishop
Desmond Tutu
(lovely retelling
of creation)

Towards
expectations- I can
remember the
Creation story and
talk about it.
Expected – I can tell
the creation story
and say some things
that people believe.
Above
Expectations – I
can describe what a
Christian might learn
from the Creation
story.

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Cross-curricular
ideas

using senses, find out about a plant or creature the children have never heard of and label
with what is so unique about it, hold short debate about which is most important thing that
God created, outdoors art on large scale with natural objects, children recreate creation
stages with natural objects outside, work in pairs to make animations of the creation story,
discuss what we can do to look after God’s precious gift,
I wonder…
Why God made plants? If this was his first attempt? Why God chose to put creatures in the
sea before land? If God would be sad with what he sees? Which parts he would be
happiest with now? Which you appreciate most? What would happen if we didn’t have
Spring? What is the most interesting thing God made? What would God change now and
then?

nature and our
responsibility
for it)
Godtube
Creation Clips
The Complete
Guide to Godly
Play By
Jerome
Berryman
Volume 2
Creation Story

Sequence or retell the main events of the Creation story. Children draw the Creation story in order and T scribe the child’s commentary.
Work in pairs/trios to make animations, cartoon strips or small world role play of the creation story and video record as evidence of
learning/understanding.
Choose, name then describe something they are interested in from nature. T scribe/record children’s talk.
Create a creature from own choice of sticks, stones, petals, leaves etc and describe why they choose those materials and why they are
interesting to them.
Science – investigating plants and animals, sorting man-made and natural materials, create class rock garden, grow plants, develop
school grounds area
Maths – repeating patterns, patterns in nature, symmetry in nature, data collection of life found within a hula hoop size area
Literacy – writing poems, animate own creation, descriptive writing
Art – patterns, nature collage, create class sewing/wall hanging of creation, make a natural garden or phases of creation on a plate,
ICT – use cameras and video recorders to find items of interest or create own retelling of the creation
Outdoors learning – senses exploration, outdoors art, collecting natural materials, comparisons, nature appreciation walks, Youtube and
Godtube Creation stories
Possible visits – Watch Tree nature reserve, Talkin tarn, Gelt woods, Caerlaveroch Wetlands, Hammonds Pond, Leighton Moss, Forest
schools (forest schools.com)

Carlisle Diocese:
What does it mean to belong to the church for Christians? - Year 2
Key Questions – What does belonging mean? What do I belong to? Where is my special place? What is a church?
Why do Christians go to church? What is inside and outside a church? What is special about churches for Christians?
Learning
Intentions

Christian
Values

AT1 Practices and Service
Friendship
ways of life
Towards
Expectations – I
can use the right
names for things
that are special to
Christians in church
Expected – I can
talk about some of
the things that that
are the same for
Christians
belonging to the
church.
Above
Expectations – I
can describe some
of the things that
are
the same and
different for
Christians
belonging to a
church
AT2 Identity and
belonging
Towards

Koinonia/
Fellowship
Trust

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Activity Ideas
Belonging
Show ch pictures of different people in club/work uniforms or wearing religious symbols. Can they spot the odd
one out? What do the people belong to? What do we belong to?
Create a belonging badge/shield to represent who they are and what they belong to; family, church, mosque,
Rainbows, Cubs, football team…
How do we know that people belong to a religion/faith?
Show range of Christian and Non-Christians to raise discussion about not being able to tell some ones faith by
looking at them but reveal clues such as; could be wearing a cross necklace, clerical collar, speech bubbles
saying that they pray a certain way, thought bubbles revealing their special places etc and children identify the
religions from the clues with focus on Christianity.
Give groups of children images of different Christian and non-Christian symbols for them to sort to match the
Christian they have found from the previous discussion.
Own Special places:
Show images of special places in local town; shops, swimming pool, football ground…
I wonder if any of them are special to you? Why? Is there some where you prefer to be alone, think, reflect, run
too when upset, celebrate? Some where you prefer it to be crowded for the right atmosphere?
Show picture of teacher’s special place and explain why it is special to you.
I wonder if you have a special place where you always feel welcome? Is it indoors or outdoors? In your garden
or bedroom? In your home or elsewhere? Talk partners/trios -What makes it special?
Discuss: When do you use your special place? Do you always want to be by yourself in it or do you invite others
to share it? Do you have rules about your special place? If it is your bedroom, do you want it touched even
though it is untidy? Have you had to give it up temporarily? How did that feel? (e.g. visitors staying over)
Draw and label their special place or create it in a shoe/cereal box. Create a set of rules for how to use your
special place.
Match up special buildings of worship with the religion it has strong meaning to e.g. Synagogue-Jewish, MosqueMuslims,
Which place of worship do Christians go to? What are they called? Do you know the name of any near here?
Have you been inside? How does it feel? Does anyone go regularly?
Write a comparison of two special places of worship.
Churches
Visit local church and find all the special Christian items inside and out.
Do churches all look the same? They may look different in different towns and countries. Show pictures of
different churches around the world. What questions have you got about these churches? Create list of
questions children may have.
WHAT IS A CHURCH?
Why is it special to Christians? What goes on inside a church? What have they been part of in a church? Special

Story of Jesus in the
temple
Church images
Inside and out.
www.request.org.uk/life/
churchlife/2013/07
/17/church-tours/
This site has a good
clip of tour of an
Anglican church
Find this clip on
Youtube - Q7 Why is
your church a special
place? KS1. It gives
multicultural children’s
views on what they do
at church.
It also has a good clip
where children talk
about why their church
is special to them.

RE Ideas: Sacred
Places
REtoday 2014
Experience Church
Diocese of Gloucester

Expectations – I
can talk about
groups I belong to
and my experiences
of church.
Expected – I can
ask about how
Christians belong to
church with respect
for their feelings.
Above
Expectations – I
can compare some
of the things that
influence me with
those that influence
Christians in
relation to the
church.

celebration? Happy/sad event. They are special places where things are kept which help Christians worship by
reminding them of God.
What do Christians do in church?
Watch the youtube clip where children describe what they do in church. Draw multi-cultural Christianity.
Watch clips of prayer, special events in church, a sermon, Christening etc and write reflectively about what they
see.
Compare their own school Collective Worship with how this is similar/different to a cooperate worship in a church.
Children draw a church and spider gram web labels to say what a church is – e.g. a place to worship, to be closer
to God, to share with others, to be quiet, to think, to pray, to sing, to laugh, to celebrate, to cry, to read about
Jesus life, to learn what God wants us to be like,
Churches are described as the ‘House of God’ and ‘House of the family of God’. Draw comparisons with
children’s own home through visual clues (altar = table; font = sink; pews = chairs/sofa; bells = doorbell etc). They
could label/describe an image from a home and compare to the inside of the church.
WHAT IS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE A CHURCH?
Show children images of each church area/object and discuss each use, symbolism, purpose etc
Outside there may be a: tower or steeple with a belfry for the bells which are rung before services, a porch and
lynch gate where coffins were rested before burial, a graveyard with yew trees.
Why do churches have a tower, steeple, flagpole, clock, spires and bells? What do you think of when you hear
the bells? What do you notice about the size & shape of the church? Why was it built here? Why is there a
graveyard here? Do the gravestones tell us anything about what the people believed? What thoughts come as
you look at the gravestones? Why might you want to come & sit in the Church grounds?
Explore the 3 main parts of a church:
•
the nave (with pews where people learn about God);
•
the chancel (where those leading sit - choir, clergy, organist etc.);
•
the sanctuary (where people draw closest to God - it symbolises heaven).
The Altar or communion table is often below the east window and may be divided from the rest of the church. It
may have a cross, candles, special plate and goblets for the communion bread and wine.
Why does it look like a table? How do you know it is an important part of the church? What colour is the altar
cloth? Why? What other colours are used during the year? Are there pictures on the altar cloth? Why are there
2 candles?
The lectern is a special stand to hold the Bible - often brass and in the shape of an eagle with outstretched wings.
Why does the Bible rest on the wings of an eagle? What story would children read to the congregation? Ask
them to imagine they have a special gift to deliver and they can fly on the back of an eagle, can they describe the
journey?
The font is the container for holding water for baptisms. It is usually near the door as a welcoming sign in
Anglican churches and often at the front in Catholic churches. It symbolises the River Jordan where Jesus was
baptised by John as the first stage in Jesus’ ministry. Some churches have small portable fonts.
The pulpit. Why is it high up? What sorts of things are spoken from it? What would children say to the
congregation if they spoke from it?
Children write a short speech to address the class about the importance of the church to them.
Many windows have stained glass (coloured glass set into strips of lead) which often tell a story. If the sun is
shining see if you can stand in the sun’s rays letting the colours from a window fall on you.
Create own stained glass window representing a bible story they know or to show an important event in their lives.
The cross, the central symbol of Christianity, may be found in many forms inside and outside. Originally churches
were built in the shape of a cross - is yours? Look at Salvador crosses and how they depict important events.
Create their own crosses of important times in their lives.
In some churches people light candles. What does this show? Can you think of occasions when candles are lit at
home?

Jumping Fish
Publications 2013

Light a candle and do a short ‘stilling’ exercise or say a silent prayer. Do P4C based on the candle, inviting
children to ask the candle rhetorical questions e.g. do you know how important you are? Do you know you
represent Jesus? Do you know that you a lit during worship, Xmas, special dinners, birthdays…?
On a large flat bed sheet, children use washable felt tips to create a church drawing on all the areas they have
learned about and all special objects they might see inside/outside.
T model creating own special 3D church. What should we put inside? Think about Comfort, seating? calm, noise?
Décor? Religious décor? Warmth? Colours? Plan out in pairs through sketches and then create 3D model.
Invite the local vicar or church member to talk about how the church impacts on their lives. Interview members of
the church or write letters to worldwide Christians to ask about their faith and role of church to them.
Use letters from Christians explaining the role of the church to compare against Christians who do not attend
church or compare to own view and explain the differences. Discuss role of church comparing experiences
between the class and write a letter to explain the different views within the class.
Explore Jesus in the Temple bible story, youtube clips available about the Angry Christ. Explore why Jesus was
so angry at the traders and why did he act out of character when the house of God was being used wrongly in his
eyes?
Write advice to the traders for how to use the temple/church well. Create posters of rules for church use.
Write their own version of Jesus in the temple with Jesus responding in a different way that may be more suited to
modern day living.

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Cross-curricular
ideas

Label a church with main features and what Christians do there.
Create a Church advert of what the church offers for Christians.
In discussion compare two Christians and their beliefs about attending church. Compare the children’s views on the youtube clip
compared to their own feeling about church.
Give children a collection of uniforms, club emblems, images of people in uniform, sport team wear etc and observe the discussion that
take place about what they belong to and why.
Maths – Collate data about people’s special places or who attends which local church, frequency…
Drama – Act out the Angry Christ story. Role play giving a speech from the lectern on how to use the church well.
Art/DT – Create a 3D model church
ICT – Create church image and label. Email a Christian to ask them about the role of the church to them.
Outdoors learning –
Possible visits – Church Visit. Be a church detective.

Carlisle Diocese:

Who and where is God?

Years 1&2

Extra unit

Key questions – What is God like? What does God do? Where do people think God can be found?
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Beliefs,
teaching and
sources.
Towards
Expectations I can remember a
story about God
and talk about it.
Expected –
I can tell a
Christian/Muslim/
Hindu/Jewish etc.
story about God
and say some
things people
believe.
Above
Expectations –
I can describe 2
different things a
Christian/Muslim
etc. believe about
God.

Christian
Values
Hope
Trust
Peace
Forgiveness
Creation
,

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas:
The following suggestions include beliefs and teachings about God
from various major religions. This will allow teachers to choose
activities relevant to the religions covered in their own school RE
policy.
What do Christians say God is like? 3 activities from REtoday look
at Christian understanding of God through:
a. Looking at children’s own roles e.g. son/daughter, pupil,
sister/brother/ friend etc. and asking them what they do in
each role. Discussion of what you do in one role you won’t
necessarily do in another. Link with Christian belief that God
does lots of different things – can they make suggestions.
Make a class list of 10 ideas.
b. Use a kenning poem to illustrate the roles God has as Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. What different things in the poem tell you
about what Christians believe what God does?
c. 5 ideas about God – match up picture and word cards and/or
write sentences beginning “God is like....” – create a class
display of ideas – words and pictures.

Resources

RE Ideas: God p.7-10 pub. www.retoday.org.uk
Opening up Christianity p. 10 -13 pub.
www.retoday.org.uk

The Lion Storyteller Bible by Bob Hartman . 28-29
The Secret Baby
http://www.footprints-inthesand.com/index.php?page=Poem/Poem.php

Read children the Footprints in the sand poem


AT2: Meaning,
purpose and
truth
Towards
Expectations –
I can talk about
God and my own



Ask them to reflect on what the poem is saying about the
nature of God? What are his different roles as father, son,
sustainer, creator, judge, provider etc.
Where would the footprints be seen in their life...times they
call upon God... etc

Opening up Islam p.10 www.retoday.org.uk

feelings and
ideas.
Expected –
I can respond
sensitively to
questions about
God for myself
and recognise
that some
questions about
God are difficult
to answer.
Above
Expectations I can use a
metaphor to
express my own
idea about God
and make links
between my own
ideas and those
from different
faiths.



Create own art work to explain the role of God in their lives

What can we learn about God through stories? From REtoday –
activities related to stories primarily from the Bible and the Torah but
also found in the Qu’ran –use active storytelling of Moses in the
bulrushes – using appropriate sounds and actions for different parts of
the stories and the repeated question Where was God? To help
children to reflect on God’s place in the story and that he was keeping
Moses safe.
Ask children to imagine they were an onlooker when Moses was
placed in the basket in the bulrushes and identify through the 5
senses how they felt e.g. I saw... I felt...I wanted to say... I heard, I
touched,.... I wondered etc.
Exploring the 99 beautiful names of Allah with children from
REtoday
Children explore the meanings of their own names and whether they
describe what they are like. Also look at nicknames which may
describe characteristics in a nice way or sometimes in a hurtful way.
Then ask them to find words to describe qualities of each member of
the class in an affirming way
Explore some of the 99 names of Allah in Islam – each name
describes something different about what Allah is like. Ask children to
reflect on how some of these characteristics are expressed in both
their own and the lives of others today
Look at how Hafeez Shaikh, an Islamic artist today expresses the 99
names of Allah in art – using colour and lettering (NOT living forms).
Children then produce their own artwork around the name of God, and
writing 2/3 sentences to explain their artwork.
How do Hindus express beliefs about God? From REtoday
Explore the idea that there is one ‘Supreme Being’ Brahman but that
this is expressed, understood and approached through different gods
and goddesses..Hindus often express these characteristics through
dance. Show the BBC video clip Explanation of the Hindu Gods to
reinforce this idea.
Ask children to devise a visual way to express their thoughts and
ideas about someone they admire (art, symbol, dance). Share their
ideas with a partner and why they have produced these ideas.

http://www.arthafez.com/gallery.html
RE Ideas: God p. 19-24 www.retoday.org.uk
www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips Clip 4796

http://www.innovationslearning.co.uk/subjects/re/infor
mation/creation/creation_home.htm
Picturing Creation www.retoday.org.uk/shop
The Complete Guide to Godly Play Vol.2 p.41-48 by
Jerome Berryman available from Amazon
Psalms for Young Children by Marie-Helene Delval
pub. Errdmans Books

http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spiritedarts/spirited-poetry/
http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spiritedartsart-in-heaven/2014 has a section of pictures on
‘God – Who are you? Previous years also contain art
work about God and where he can be found
Come and Praise 1 no. 12 & 17 pub. BBC Education

I wonder.... what makes a good symbol?
Use of story to explore concepts of God:
Creator of the world is an important concept. Christian, Jewish and
Muslim creation stories have some variations but the same basic
outline. Read the relevant story and show picture cards for the
different parts of it. Then in 3s get pupils to sequence the pictures in
the correct order. Alternatively, use Picturing Creation from REtoday
to ask questions about each of the pictures the artist has drawn
(questions are on the back of each picture) to encourage children to
express their thoughts and feelings
 Godly Play Creation
 Poetry/music to explore ideas of God – use of the Psalms
e.g. Psalm 8, 23, 32 that talk of God’s love, protection and
forgiveness. Children write their own letters to God about
their needs just as psalmists sung and prayed to God
 Use stimulus of children’s poems about Where is God? from
the Spirited Arts section of the NATRE website and
encourage children to express their own ideas of where God
may be found in poetic form
 The Art in Heaven section of the same website provides
examples of children’s work on the same theme. Children can
then express their own ideas and brief explanation through
artwork.
 Sing songs such as “Who put the colours in the rainbow?’
‘Think of a world without any flowers. Discuss what these
teach about God? What questions might children have about
God?

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Artwork and brief explanation to explain own ideas of what God does or where he may be found
Re-tell a story and explain what it shows about God for believers
Compose a poem/song which tells of 4 different characteristics of God
What would you like to ask God? Write a letter which contains some of your questions about him

Crosscurricular
ideas

Art – both looking at works of Art about God and children expressing their own ideas
Literacy – story writing, poetry, drama
Maths – use of shape and pattern (Islam)
PE – use of dance, particularly in Hinduism
Music – performing and composing

Carlisle Diocese An overview for KS2 units of work

September 2015

Year Autumn1
3
What do
Christian
writings teach
about
forgiveness?
4
What do
Christians and
Muslims
understand
about the need
for thankfulness
in their lives?
5
How do different
religious
believers
demonstrate
humility and
trust in their
lives?

Autumn 2
Why does Christmas
matter to Christians?
(link with Advent)

Spring 1
Why and how do
different faiths use
prayer?

Spring 2
What does the
Easter story tell us
about hope and
despair?

Summer 1
What do Old
Testament stories
teach Christians
about God?

Why is light a key
feature in the
Christmas story?

What did Jesus
teach people about
the Kingdom of
God?
(parables)

How do Christians
prepare for Easter?
(focus on Lent)

What do stories from
Islam teach Muslims
about how to live
their lives? (include
Haji)

What do Christians
believe about the
Prince of Peace?

Why are places of
worship important
for different
religious believers?
(include diversity
within and between
religions)

Why is the Holy
Spirit important to
Christians?
(Pentecost)

6

How do Christians
perceive the birth of
Jesus?

What does it mean
to be a Muslim in
British society
today?

Was the crucifixion
of Jesus a sacrifice
and what does this
mean for Christians
today?
(Who was
responsible for the
death of Jesus?)
How is the
resurrection
portrayed as central
to Christian beliefs

How do
Christians
demonstrate
justice in their
lives?

What do different
faiths teach about
care and respect for
others?

Teachers may also want to include a further unit:“Who and where is God” as a follow on from work done in KS1

Summer 2
How do some
Christians
understand the
creation of the world
from Bible stories?
How do Christians
love their
neighbours?

What do Christians
and others believe
and DO about
wealth and poverty
in the world?

What are some
different ways in
which religion and
science look at the
world as God’s
creation?

Carlisle Diocese:

What do Christian writings teach about forgiveness?

Year 3

Key questions –

What is forgiveness? What are we taught in church/school about forgiveness? What is written in the Bible about forgiveness?
What do stories Jesus told teach about forgiveness?

Learning
Intentions
AT1: Beliefs,
teachings and
sources.
Towards
Expectations –
tell a Christian
story and say that
Christians believe
in God.
Expected –
describe what a
Christian might
learn from a
Christian story.
Above
Expectations –
make links
between the
beliefs (teachings,
sources, etc.) of
Christians and
show how they
are connected to
Christians’ lives.

AT2: Values and
commitments.
Towards
Expectations –
talk about what is
important to me

Christian
Values
Forgiveness
Compassion
Humility

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas:
Personal/Impersonal
Explain that in discussing ‘forgiveness’ as a class, we all need to agree
that we will not be talking about specific incidents which may have
happened to real people in school because that’s personal and we don’t
want to upset anyone so we will carry this out in an impersonal way.
Forgiveness and Sin.
What are ‘sins’? Explore them in impersonal, everyday situations;
Explore general situations when we my, in small everyday ways, forgive
each other, eg; a small sibling breaking a Lego model we have made.
Read: ‘It wasn’t me’ (Charlie and Lola) or other book to illustrate
forgiveness. Draw a picture of yourself in the middle of the page and
illustrate with five green thought bubbles each filled with a general idea of
when you might forgive someone. Now draw 5 blue thought bubbles and
illustrate with pictures of when people might have to forgive you, eg:
making a mess in your bedroom, forgetting to complete your homework.
Try to explore forgiveness at home as well as at school.
Bible stories about forgiveness:
‘The Parable of the Lost Sheep’: Luke 15: 1-7
‘The Prodigal (Lost) Son’; Luke 15: 11-24.
Study these - what they do they tell us about the importance of
forgiveness for Christians? Use a picture of the characters in ‘The
Prodigal Son’ and write a caption about what each person would be
thinking in the story a the outset (the son will we thinking about how he
will leave his dull life on a small farm to move to a large city to make
money) and then at the end (the son will feel ‘humble’ and grateful for the
way he has been accepted back to his home by his father). Ask children
to think about how Jesus forgives us and accepts us back when we ask
him to forgive us when we’ve done something wrong. Individual

Resources

Appendix 1 for an example
Charlie and Lola – Whoops! But it wasn’t me by
Lauren Child
ISBN-10: 0141807431
ISBN-13: 978-0141807430

http://freebibleimages.org/photos/prodigalson

http://bibleforchildren.org/PDFs/english/The%
20Prodigal%20Son%20English.pdf

The Lion Storyteller Bible p.116 and p.120

Pictures of characters in the Prodigal/Lost
Son story

and to others with
respect for their
feelings.
Expected – link
things that are
important to me
and other people
with the way I
think and behave.
Above
Expectations –
ask questions
about the moral
decisions I and
other people
make, and
suggest what
might happen as
a result of
different
decisions,
including those
made with
reference to
religious beliefs.

responses can be added to a @Sorry Box’. These should not be read
out in class but emphasised that these responses are between the
individual and God..
Other Bible teachings about forgiveness?
(look at other words which are synonyms for sin: transgressions,
trespasses, etc).

References about forgiveness from the Bible:
Matthew 6:14-15

Work in pairs to study one example which are written out on individual
cards. Children to put the meaning of the verse into their own words or
choose a context in school or home life where it makes sense.
Some Bible references:

Isaiah 43:25-26

When does the Bible say you should forgive?

2 Corinthians 5:17

Ephesians 4:26 (GNT) If you become angry, do not let your anger lead
you into sin, and do not stay angry all day.

Acts 3:19
Isaiah 1:18

Ephesians 1:7
Hebrews 10:17

Write out a set of instructions or a recipe for someone who has had an
argument with a friend at school e.g.

Daniel 9:9

1. Take a deep breath;
2. Move away from your friend;
3. Stop feeling angry or you might say something you really regret;
4. Find a quiet time away from other children to talk things through with
your friend, say: We’ve both said nasty things to each other but we need
to sort this out before we go home otherwise I know I’ll worry about it
tonight;
5. If you know you can’t sort out the problem between you, find a teacher
or another adult to help you.
6. Never go home without sorting out the problem.

Psalm 103:12

Colossians 1:1314

Micah 7:18-19
Mark 11:25
Matthew 26:28

Use children versions of the Bible e.g. New
Light Children’s Bible New International
Reader’s Version

How do Catholics approach admission of sins and asking for
forgiveness?
Invite a person of the Catholic faith in to talk to the class about how they
are able to go to confession where they can talk to a priest about their
sins (behind a grille in a little room or directly to the priest) and then ask

http://www.ncregister.com/info/confession_guide_f
or_children/ gives some ideas /questions for
children to consider for confession

God’s forgiveness through use of rosary beads and prayer. Discuss your
reactions to this approach and what questions you might want to ask the
visitor.
What is humility? How do we feel when we are truly sorry?

The diocese of St Edmundsbury and Ipswich have
produced a useful CD The Lord’s Prayer which is
a music resource containing different examples of
the Lord’s Prayer www.thelordsprayer.org.uk
More information is available on thediocesan
website www.cofe.suffolk.org

Label an outline of a person; pupils suggest words to describe humility
and sorrow: small, clean, calm, not big headed, quiet, reflection.
Forgiveness Prayers:
Study the Lord’s Prayer, selecting out the line about: ‘Forgive us our
trespasses/sins as we forgive those who trespass/sin against us’ discuss what this means and its importance for Christians as the prayer
that Jesus taught in Matthew 6: 9-13..

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Crosscurricular
ideas

Pupils write prayers asking for help in forgiving others and being forgiven
themselves.
Colour the outline of the Church/Christian Figure to rate the importance of Forgiveness to Christians and justify this.
Create an outline of a Christian or alternatively an outline of a church; children colour in the outline to show how much of a Christian or a church
should be ‘made up’ of forgiveness in terms of its importance and justify this in 3 or more bullet points alongside, eg: Forgiveness makes up half
of my Christian because Jesus told the story of ‘The Prodigal Son’ who left his family and lost a lot of money but was still accepted back and
forgiven. The Bible says that we should not stay angry all day but forgive and this shows that forgiveness should be part of a way of life for
Christians.
Art - Display: ‘Never let the sun go down on an argument’ - paper chains of children holding hands around the edge of the board; photos of pupils
shaking hands and making friends or a large painted or collaged images of two children saying sorry to each other with a sun in the background
and the Bible verse from Ephesians 4:26.
Music - Create a graphical score for one or more of the stories in groups, eg: for the lost coin: chime bars and triangles for the coins as they are
counted and a guiro or shaker sound for the one which rolls away and becomes lost followed by wood blocks for the frantic footsteps of the
widow to find the coins and tamborine jingling for her tears. Use a rain stick for her sweeping and tidying and finally cheering sounds for her joy
at finding her lost coin.
Drama - Act out ‘The Prodigal Son’.
Literacy - Acrostic poem for ‘Forgive’.
Numeracy - Grouping numbers to 100; sums to make 100.

Appendix 1
Choose an anonymous ‘Sid’ character and tell a story ofhis journey to school adding in ‘sins’ he may commit, eg: In his bedroom, Sid threw his pyjamas onto
the floor and left his bed messy, then he walked down the stairs nudging his sister as he passed. Once in the kitchen he poured the packet of cereal into his
bowl so there was none left for anyone else. Finally, he trod mud all around the kitchen before walking to school. On route he passed his Grandma and
didn’t call ‘Hello’ or wave back to her. Once at school, he let the door go in the face of Jane who was in his class.

Carlisle Diocese:

Why does Christmas matter to Christians? (link with Advent)

Year 3

Key questions – What is Christmas all about? What do Bible stories teach us about the first Christmas? Who is the most important
person in the story and why?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Resources
Intentions
Values
AT1: Practices
and ways of life
Towards
Expectations –
Suggest what the
Christmas story
might mean to a
Christian today
.Expected –
Describe some
things that
Christians believe
in and explain
what difference
these beliefs
make at
Christmas
Above
Expectations –
Show that
understanding of
how the birth of
Jesus can have
an impact on the
life of Christians
today
AT2: Identity
and belonging
Towards
Expectations –
I can respond
sensitively to a
moment in the

Hope
Peace
Humility
Thankfulness

Activity Ideas:
Explore children’s ideas of what Christmas means to them and what is
different about it to other times of the year. What is the meaning of
the word ‘Christmas’ – Christ festival. For Christians this means the
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ.
Use a range of artefacts which are associated with both secular and
sacred elements of Christmas. Ask children to sort the objects or a
range of Christmas cards into different groups and then explain the
reasons for these groupings.
Talk about Advent and the importance for Christians as they approach
Christmas – see Appendix for information. Make an Advent wreath in
the classroom with labels for what each candle represents- hope,
peace, love, joy. Children then write their own thoughts for each one
Show children 2 Advent calendars – i secular and 1 Christian. In pairs
discuss what are the similarities and differences?
Write a blurb for the back of each calendar to explain what each is
celebrating, then compare the 2 sets of writing
Children create their own Advent calendar which tells the Christian
nativity story – recap on the different parts as necessary
Use Godly Play materials for children to reflect on the Nativity story
Visit a local supermarket and look for signs of Christmas. Are these
secular or sacred?
Visit the local church and again look for signs of Christmas. Or ask a
member of the church congregation to talk about symbols of
Christmas for Christians. Compare this to the supermarket visit. What
is the same and what is different?
Look at pictures of stained glass windows portraying the Nativity. Ask
children to ‘read’ the picture. What draws their eye to it? Their first
impression. Where does their eye journey to next? What do you think

dictionary.reference.com › Word FAQs
www.retoday.org.uk RE Ideas Christmas Autumn
2014
A range of sacred and secular objects e.g. Christmas
cards, Santa Claus, presents, decorations, Advent
calendars, Advent wreath, Nativity scene

Template sheet with 2 columns for similarities and
differences
Lion Storyteller Bible p.84-87 gives a straightforward
account of the different parts of the Nativity story
Godly Play Volume 3pages 56-63 (available from
www.amazon.co.uk )

RE today materials from www.retoday.org.uk
Inspiring Visual RE p.8-11 (2009) for a sample
thinking frame to record responses
http://daresburycofe.org.uk/tourism/alice-window/ an
example of a nativity stained glass window as is
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Christopher_Wh
all_works_in_cathedrals_and_minsters at Canterbury

story for myself
Expected –
I can make links
between Christian
artefacts and the
celebration of
Christmas
Above
Expectations –
I can apply the
idea of the
Christmas
celebrations to
my own life and
thoughtfully
consider what is
worth celebrating
at Christmas for
Christians today

a Christian might feel about this window? What do you feel about the
ideas in the window? What might you have done differently?
Children design their own stained glass window of a chosen part of
the Nativity story
Share Bible stories of the first Christmas and show a picture or model
of the Nativity scene. In groups children dramatise the story.
Encourage children to retell the story in the correct sequence and the
role of each character involved and to reflect on the attitudes of each
one.
Hot-seating activity – take one of the characters and children ask
questions about their feelings and attitude to what was happening
Community of Enquiry activity – Who is the most important person in
the story and why?

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Re-write the Christmas story from the point of view of Mary or Joseph

Crosscurricular
ideas

Art –works of art for interpretation and composing own
Literacy – explanation writing, speaking, listening, drama
Design Technology – making an Advent Calendar
Outside learning – visits to the local community – church and supermarket

Cathedral. You may also find examples in your local
church
Black paper, coloured tissue/translucent paper
The Lion Storyteller Bible p. 84-87
Picture or model of the nativity scene

Create your own picture of what Christians might include in the church at Christmas
Using ‘thought bubbles’ describe the reactions of different people as they saw the baby Jesus for the first time – include the
innkeeper/innkeeper’s wife, shepherds, kings. Also include a ‘thought bubble’ for your reaction

Carlisle Diocese:

How do Christians and Muslims express thankfulness in their lives? Year 4

Key questions – What does being thankful mean? Are their particular times when being thankful is important? How do you show you
are thankful? Does being thankful make us happier people?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Resources
Intentions
Values
AT1: practices
and ways of life
Towards
Expectations –
I can talk about
how thankfulness
is important to
both Christians
and Muslims
Expected –
I can describe
how Christians
and Muslims
express their
thanks in the
same and in
different ways
Above
Expectations –
I can use the right
religious words to
describe and
compare different
religious practices
of Christians and
Muslims have to
express thanks to
God/Allah
AT2: Values and
commitments
Towards
Expectations –

Thankfulness
Love
Peace
Koinionia
Hope

Activity Ideas:
Ask the children in pairs to create a list of the occasions when they
say thank you and then complete the sentence: It is important to say
thank you because.......
Design a ‘thank you’ card
Discuss why it is important to say thank you? Who would you like to
thank and for what?
Christians and Muslims express thankfulness in many different
ways:
Prayer and worship:
Christians and Muslims show their thankfulness to God or Allah
through prayer and worship.
For Christians this thankfulness is expressed in hymns, songs and
prayers to God. Ask children to think about and name songs they
currently sing in collective worship – particularly at times of celebration
in the Christian year eg. Harvest, Christmas Easter. Draw a picture to
illustrate one of these. For Muslims the second pillar of Islam, Salat,
focuses on prayer to Allah. Ask children to complete the Double
Bubble activity in Appendix 2 to show the differences and similarities
between Muslim and Christian prayer and worship.
Appendix 1 gives an explanation of reasons for both religions to give
thanks
Children write own prayers of thanks – family, friends, school,
community, the created world, food we have and to share. Create a
class display.
Special Times:
Welcoming a new baby – Christian and Muslim customs
Re-cap on work done in KS1 about Christian baptism/christening and
emphasise it is a way for Christians to say thank you for the birth of a

Examples of ‘thank you’ cards

www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/ the prayer
and worship section here explains Muslim prayer and
worship rituals
www.truetube.co.uk/film/muslim-prayer short film to
explain Salat, the second pillar of Islam about the
importance of prayer for Muslims
www.twinkl.co.uk posters showing the 5 prayer
positions for Muslims

www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/ritesrituals/birt
h.shtml
www.retoday.org.uk Opening up Thankfulness p9
www.cleo.net.uk
KS1 RE Rite of Holy Baptism
www.request.org.uk baptism and dedication
BBC Learning Zone: www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/
Class Clips on a Christian baptism
www.retoday.org.uk Opening up Thankfulness p.10-

Can talk about
what I am
thankful for and
respect the
feelings of others
Expected –
Link things that
are important to
me and others in
being thankful
with the way I
think and behave
Above
Expectations Can ask
questions about
my decisions to
show
thankfulness in
my daily life and
apply my ideas to
those made by
Christians and

Muslims. What
are the
similarities and
differences?

baby. Children complete three thought bubbles of people involved in
the christening e.g. parents, vicar, God parents, other siblings.
Discuss how Muslims show their thankfulness to Allah when the
welcome a new baby into the world. What would they whisper into a
new baby’s ear as a sign of welcome. Whisper their words to a partner
and then share their partner’s words with the rest of the class. What
gifts would they give to say thank you for a new baby and the reasons
for their choice..
Celebrations:
Christian Eucharist (from the Greek meaning thanksgiving or
gratitude) or Holy Communion. For Christians a time to remember
with thanksgiving, the Last Supper and Jesus’ death and resurrection
Different Christian groups use different words to describe this time –
Eucharist/Holy Communion/The Lord’s Table but they all use symbols
to remind believers of the significance of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Create a guide to explain these symbols.
Children collect objects that call to mind significant moments,
experiences of relationships in their lives. Place in a ‘memory’ box
with a decorated lid.
Islam celebration at the end of Ramadan -Eid ul Fitr Design an
invitation to an Eid celebration for someone who isn’t familiar with this
festival explaining what will happen and also the reason for the event.

11
Exploring Holy Communion in Primary Schools
www.gloucester.anglican.org/content/pages/documen
ts/1367924653.pdf
www.strath.ac.uk/redb/reartefacts In the Christianity
section there are images and explanations of the
chalice, paten and wafers, used at Holy Communion
www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z434wmn Ramadan
and Eid
www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/eid-powerpoint very
good introduction to Eid ul Fitur
www.activityvillage.co.uk/eid different resources,
videos for making Eid cookies and Eid song
www.nancymusic.com/Eidplay.htm Celebrate Eid
song, music and words
www.the-treasurebox.co.uk/Pages/FreeResources.aspx - booklet
explaining Mendhi patterns
www.islamicbulletin.org/freedownloads making a
pop-up Eid card

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Create a poster to show when and how Christians and Muslims show their thankfulness to God..
Children to write a poem/prayer as a symbol of blessing and thanksgiving for the baby being welcomed into the Christian church
Write a letter to a non-Muslim which describes 2 ways in which Muslims give thanks to Allah for a new baby.
Construct a booklet which explains the different symbols used at Christian Eucharist and how they are used.
Write a poem about the celebration of Eid ul-Fitur and its importance to Muslims

Crosscurricular
ideas

Art – poster composition, class display
Literacy – poetry, letter writing, explanation
Music – songs and hymns
Design Technology – Making a pop-up Eid card

Appendix 1
Christian teaching about thankfulness
It is good to give thanks to the LORD, And to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; To declare Your loving kindness in the morning, And
Your faithfulness every night,”
—Psalm 92:1-2
1 Thessalonians 5:18 “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
The Song of the Sea – Exodus 15:1-19 the Jews escape from the Egyptians
A Thankful Leper – Luke 17:11-19

Read more: http://www.whatchristianswanttoknow.com/5-bible-lessons-about-being-thankful/#ixzz3isWmeLy8

Muslim teaching about thankfulness:

Giving Thanks To Allah
The Messenger of Allah (s) said:
“Surely the faithful who is satisfied with food and drink; and then thanks Allah, is given the
same reward as a fasting man. Allah is Gracious and appreciates gratitude.”1
One of the companions of Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (a) 2 reported the following incident,
when he was travelling with the Imam on the road towards Madina. On the way, he saw the
Imam get down and began prostrating to Allah, which greatly surprised him. After
completing his prostration the Imam said to his companion:
“It seems that you are astonished to see me prostrating”
His companion answered: “Yes,” and the Imam said:
“Remembering one of Allah's blessings to me, I could not continue until I had given thanks
to Him.”3
Thus the infallible Imams of Ahlul-Bait (a) instruct us to thank Almighty Allah for each of His
blessings.
As we see, Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (a), remembering one of Allah's blessings on his way,
stopped and prostrated to Allah to give thanks for His blessings.
Surely Allah gives us so many favours (blessings) that we are not able to count them all, He
provides us with good health, and intellect with which to think; eyes with which to see; ears
with which to hear. He also supplies us with food and drink. It is through His favour that we
may be healed when we are ill. We should always feel thankful for the blessings of Allah
and praise and thank Him.
Certainly we thank Allah when He gives us food and drink.
And how grateful we are when He saves us from danger or harm!
And how we thank Him if He delivers us from drowning, or a car accident!
And how we thank Him when we see a disabled man or a blind man while we are in a good
health!
We are aware of Allah's blessings upon us when we see all these happenings.
Indeed, from the hadith of the Prophet of Allah (s) we know that our Prophet said: “Whoever
is satisfied with food and drink and praises Allah for His blessings, Allah will certainly reward
him for his thanks as surely as He gives the fasting man a reward for his fasting, because
Allah appreciates the good deeds of His servants and He loves them to show their
gratitude.”
My Lord, Sustain me that I may be thankful for the favours that You have conferred upon
me and my parents, and to do what is righteous that I may receive Your satisfaction.
1. Tabrasi, Mashkat al-Anwar, p.28, 2nd Edition.

2. Imam Muhammad al-Baqir is the son of Ali al-Sajjad, son of Imam Husayn, son of Imam Ali (a). He is
considered as the Imam for all Muslims and the leader for all believers and from him other Imams and scholars
(ulama) quoted Prophetic narrations and religious science.
3. Tabrasi, Mashkat al-Anwar, p. 29.

Source URL:
http://www.al-islam.org/the-characteristics-of-a-muslim-al-balagh/giving-thanks-allah

Appendix 2: taken from http://www.dvusd/Page/3735

Instructions for using the Double Bubble sheet for comparing Christian and Muslim expressions of thankfulness to
God/Allah

1. Give out the Double Bubble sheets to pairs of pupils
2. Ask each pair to write the word Christians in the large centre bubble on the left. Write Muslims in the large centre bubble on
the right.
3. Write 3 ways in which Christians express their thankfulness to God in the smaller bubbles on the left. Then do the same for
Muslims in the smaller bubbles on the right.
4. In the 3 bubbles in the centre pupils then write the things that are the same for Christians and Muslims in expressing their
thankfulness to God/Allah.
5. Compare findings with other members of the class.

Carlisle Diocese:

Why is light a key feature in the Christmas story?

Year 4

Key questions – How is light used as a symbol in religion? Why was Jesus described as ‘the light of the world’? What symbols of light
are there in the Christmas story?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Resources
Intentions
Values
AT1: Forms of
expression
Towards
Expectations –
I can recognise
Christian symbols
of light
Expected –
Use religious
words to show
how Christians
recognise Jesus
at Christmas
Above
Expectations –
I can use religious
words to express
Christian views
about light and
darkness
AT2: Identity
and belonging
Towards
Expectations –
I can talk about
what happens in
the Christmas
story and its
importance for
Christians

Peace

Activity Ideas:
Show children pictures of day time and night time. Discuss feelings about
light and dark –how do you feel in the darkness? Why do you feel this?
When light is added how do you feel?
Light and dark are contrasting symbols used in different religions to
express feelings and beliefs – relate back to work that may have been
done lower down the school e.g. Hannakah or Divali as well as
Christmas. Explain that light is used as a symbol to represent good and
this always triumphs in the end over darkness or evil.
Explore the way Christians represent light at Christmas – link with Advent
work in year 3. Children write ‘light at Christmas’ in the middle of a blank
sheet of paper and around the outside write the ways light is used at
Christmas and the reasons for this e.g to show people that this is a
special time of celebration. Share ideas with the whole class.
Research the history of the Christingle service and how it has been
brought into British Christian tradition. What do Christingle songs teach
about Jesus as ‘the light of the world’ example in the Appendix..
Children make their own Christingles and explain each of the different
elements in it
Jesus the Light of the World – by Holman Hunt. Look at the use of light
(The image depicts Jesus as a guiding light). The door has no handle
and is overgrown, symbolizing that Jesus can only be let and invited in by
a believer and that if you want to keep him out you can.; it represents a
shut mind!). Ask the children who or what they think the light of the world
is – display responses. Discuss how Christians see Jesus as a guide, a
good figure fighting evil, someone who illuminates their lives and minds
etc. On an outline star the children can write one sentence each saying ‘
Jesus is the light of the world because…..’. These can form a classroom
display of a starry sky.

Use Google images or other sources

Pictures of candles, Hannukah candle, Diva lights
etc
Children’s Society website for information about
Christingle www.childrenssociety.org.uk
Also, www.request.org.uk has an explanation of
the symbolism in the Christingle candle
http://www.moravian.org.uk/index.php/themoravian-church/pec/12-visitors-to-the-moravianchurch/17-moravian-christingle

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=holman+hunt
+jesus+picture&biw=1366&bih=643&source=lnms
&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0CAYQ_AUoAWoVChMIo
bDC66XJxwIVBo3bCh0Vcwxc#imgrc=14pFdJntyv
bA5M%3A
http://www.rejesus.co.uk/site/module/faces_of_jes
us/

www.retoday.org.uk The REtoday magazine for
Autumn 2014 RE Ideas:Christmas p.30 has some

Expected –.
I can ask
important
questions about
light in the
Christmas story
and compare my
ideas with other
people
Above
Expectations –
I can compare
Christian views of
light as a symbol
and compare
these with other
religions

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Crosscurricular
ideas

Light a candle/ use battery operated tealights for a focus and then ask
children to reflect on their own guiding lights in life and record their
thoughts in a given candle template
Read the nativity story from Luke and Matthew’s gospels and look for
times when light is explicit – Angels’ visits, guiding star, haloes etc.
Angels are seen as messengers of light from God. How would they relay
the message of Christmas today to one of the characters in the nativity
story using mobile phone text messaging, tweets etc.

examples

Design a Christian based Christmas card that shows the symbol of light. It has to be really good as it will be displayed. It could be a star, a
nativity scene with the star and angels or the shepherds on the hillside dazzled by the angels visiting them.. Inside the card the children MUST
explain their image and choice of scene, relating it back as far as possible to the ‘Light of the world’ ideas.
Write a poem with the title Light at Christmas
Write a guide for someone unfamiliar with Christingle about its meaning and purpose. Children can use IT to do this
Art – for both interpreting works of art and composing own pictures
Literacy – explanation writing, reading comprehension, discussion
History – Moravian church and the Christingle
IT – research and presentation work

Carlisle Diocese:

How do different religious believers demonstrate humility and trust in their lives?
Year 5

Key questions – What is humility? What is trust? How can you demonstrate something in your life? How do believers from:
Christianity, Islam and Buddhism demonstrate humility and trust in their everyday lives? What are the similarities between these
believers’ actions? What are the differences between these believers’ actions?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Resources
Intentions
Values
AT1: Practices
and ways of life
Towards
Expectations –
Describe some of
the things that are
the same and
different for
religious people.
Expected –
Use the right words
to describe and
compare what
practices and
experiences may
be involved in
belonging to
different religious
groups.
Above
Expectations –
Describe why
people belong to
religions and
explain how
similarities and
differences within
and between
religions can make
a difference to the
lives of individuals

Trust
Humility

Activity Ideas:
What is trust?
Trust games: pupils in partners could:
- Lead a partner on a blindfold walk in classroom or small outside area;
- Guided pin the tail on the donkey where pupil is blindfolded and stood in front of
donkey and partner gives them directions as to where to put the tail;
What does trust mean? Ask children to come up with their own definitions and
examples.
Discuss people who you trust to keep you safe. What does it feel like to be ‘let down’
by someone?
Acrostic poem of trust.
What is humility?
‘Humility is not thinking less of yourself, it’s thinking of yourself less.’ C.S. Lewis.
Analyse how C.S. Lewis illustrated this in; ‘The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe’
through Aslan allowing himself to be sacrificed for the greater good of the others as it
is Edmund who has betrayed the Witch but Alsan gives us his life (contrast of huge,
fierce creature Aslan humbling himself, as a Christian allegory of the humility of Jesus
in sacrificing himself on the Cross).
How do Christians demonstrate trust in their lives?
Prayer of Serenity: (Appendix 2) Trust in God that He will guide Christians and
acceptance that whatever happens is guided by Him.
Trust is sometimes hard: Peter’s denial of Jesus being his friend John 18: 15 - 27.
Discuss how Peter must have felt in letting his good friend down. Find an image of
Peter so pupil can summarise their ideas through labels and short captions of the
feelings interplaying: trust feelings prior to the denial in blue (friendship, two way
partnership, loyalty, knowing you are cared for). Then, feelings associated with letting

Chapter 14 ‘The Triumph of the
Witch’; see Appendix 1
www.sparknotes.com
www.youtube.com/watch?v=gWBfXx
SkTUU
Prayer of Serenity

www.bbc.co.uk/education/clipszwb9j
xs
Image of Peter to be labelled.

Comic strip boxes.

and communities.
AT2: Values and
commitments
Towards
Expectations Link things that are
important to me
and other people
with the way I think
and behave.
Expected –
Ask questions
about the moral
decisions I that
other people make,
and suggest what
might happen as a
result of different
decisions including
those made with
reference to
religious
beliefs/values.
Above
Expectations –
Ask questions
about things that
are important to me
and to other people
and suggest
answers which
relate to my own
and others’ lives.

someone down in red (guilt, embarrassment, fear, sinking feeling, wish you could turn
the clock back).
Synthesise this type of mistrust into modern day as an occurrence such as a small
brother or sister waving at you during a concert or assembly and the embarrassment
you feel makes you want to ignore them, deny knowledge of them or laugh at them.
Then consider the guilt you are left with afterwards. Create a comic strip of an event
such as this.

www.youtube.com/watch?v=foJgyEC
yUFQ
o

Are trust and faith linked?
Pupils could also study ‘Doubting Thomas’ (John 20: 24-29) where Thomas doesn’t
believe that Jesus has been resurrected until he feels the holes left on Jesus’ hands
and feet from the nails. Discuss the statement ‘seeing is believing’. Do we always
have to see something to have faith and trust that it’s true? Ask children to give
examples from their own experiences.
Bible References:
Psalm 18:2 “The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my
strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high
tower.”
Psalm 7:1 “O LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that
persecute me, and deliver me:”
Study these references in pairs and try to work out what the message about trust is provide pupils with a paper plate where they can write down the bible reference then
annotate with words and phrases which they discuss in their groups. The paper plate
should then provide a building picture of the importance of humility in the Bible.
Both Christians and Muslims believe that God and Allah will provide for them - food,
safety, clothing etc.
Trust in Islam:
‘He is the most merciful we have believed in him, and upon him we have relied.’
Qur’an 67:29
Allah has a beautiful plan
for every woman and man.
Trust Allah and pray
and He will light the way.

A proforma to use with the Christian,
Muslim and Buddhist reference,
quote or saying listed and a space for
pupils to make notes about what they
feel it means in terms of trust.

Story of ‘Great Joy, the Ox’
http://www.learningtogive.org/materia
ls/folktales/GreatJoyOx.asp
‘The Crane and the Crab’
http://www.buddhanet.net/e-

S
i
m
i
l
a
r

– Wael Abdelgawad

learning/buddhism/tale008.htm

“No one should ever be depressed by his or her worldly situation as long as he or she
is walking on the path leading to Paradise. Attaining Paradise is the great objective of
this life, and the person who gains it is victorious, regardless of what he achieved in
the world.” – Imam Zaid Shakir
Study these references in pairs and think about what implications they have for the
lives of Muslims.
Trust in Buddhism:
For Buddhists there is no god in whom to trust, however Buddha gave guidance as to
how people should live their lives:
‘Work out your own salvation; do not depend on others.’ Buddha
‘Doubt everything, find your own light.’ Buddha
Buddhists are more concerned with harnessing their own feelings and behaviour and
managing this. This is learning to trust yourself for the right reasons.
Discuss how hard trust and belief can be when the odds are stacked against a goal
being reached.
In pairs discuss the above materials to ascertain in pairs what a Buddhist lifestyle
should look like. Draw labelled diagrams of this. Or use an image of Buddha so the
pupils can write words and phrases around this shape (as in possibly a ‘shape poem’)
to describe Buddha’s teaching of trust.
Humility for Christians:
‘Stations of the Cross’: (Appendix 3) Christians walk through the events that
happened on Jesus’ route to the cross and try to empathise with him. The stations of
the cross are re-enacted in other countries as a procession.
Worshippers travel to the Island of Iona and process around the cold stones; they eat
plain food and stay in basic lodging. They spend much of their time praying.
Study the account of Mary Magdelene who had done wrong, kneeling at Jesus’ feet to
anoint them with her most expensive perfume. Luke 7:37.
Study also Jesus washing his disciples feet prior to the Passover: John 13: 1 - 17
alongside Matthew 20: 16 where Jesus said: ‘So the last will be first and the first will
be last.’
Consider the humbling nature of a leader getting down onto his hands and knees and
washing what would have been considered a dusty, dirty foot sole - the roads would
have been unclean; most people would not possess shoes.
Use a photocopy of feet and label with the words which would describe this act.

Pictures of the ‘Stations of the Cross’
www.loyolapress.com/multimediastations-of-the-cross-forchildren.htm
use Google images

Animation:
The Greatest is the Least ch 9 YouTube

https://www.catholiccompany.com/bl
og/st-bernadette-lessons-suffering

Study:
Matthew 19:14 "Let the little children come to me and do not try to stop them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." which means that we will be accepted
into heaven only if we are humble as children are with no grand expectations of what
we want or need.
Create a banner or large collage display possibly with photos of the class and then
quote the children’s definition of what this Bible passage means.
Also consider the suffering of Saint Bernadette who was appeared to in Lourdes in
Italy by Mary the Mother of Jesus; she told her that the waters of a spring in Lourdes
were healing waters. Bernadette assisted many ill people to be healed through the
waters but refused to be healed herself. Such behaviour is humbling and profoundly
difficult to comprehend.
Humility in Islam:
The word ‘Muslim’ means to submit oneself to ultimate humility to Allah.
Look at the quotes from the Qur’an in Appendix 4 in small groups and put them into
your own words; record under the heading: ‘Rules in humility for Muslims’.
Photocopy the quotes onto one sheet and ask children to annotate and highlight in the
way they would in a Literacy session with pertinent comments about the meaning.
Humility in Buddhism:
The mind in Buddhism is a generator which can generate everything; good and bad
actions. It depends on how well-trained the mind is. If we train our mind well, our mind
will be a brilliant mind which produces happiness, calmness and peace to its owner.
On the contrary, if we train our mind badly, it can be a very fierce enemy to its owner.
The Buddha discovered the method which suited to train or purify the mind. It is called
Dhamma.
The Buddhist stories in Appendix 5 illustrate the above.
You could give pupils a picture of a human head entitled: ‘The Brilliant Mind’ which
they could label with all the different emotions and states of being which a human can
experience.
Compare the stories of: ‘The Widow’s Mite’ and ‘The Lost Son’ in the Bible and in
Buddhist teaching (Appendix 6).
Is the meaning of these stories identical? Analyse any similarities and differences.
Pupils have a go at writing their own ‘The Lost Son’ or ‘The Widow’s Mite’ story
synthesised into modern day.
Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Photocopied picture of a human
head.

www.bbc.co.uk/education/clipszsmpv
cw Story of the Lost Son from the
Bible

Humility:
Set the scenario of putting marbles into a jar; how many marbles would you put into the jar to represent the importance of humility to Christians,
then Muslims, then Buddhists? If you like you could express this as a percentage.
Justify the number of marbles you have used each time. ( Have available photocopied picture of three jars for children to draw in the

Cross-curricular
ideas

appropriate number of marbles.)
Trust:
Set out a timeline of everyday events, eg: Get up at 7:00 a.m.; Eat breakfast at 7:30 am etc. Have three rows below the timeline labelled
‘Muslim’, ‘Christian’ and ‘Buddhist’.
Now annotate this according to when ‘trust’ would feature in each religion and say why, for example: Breakfast for Christians would be trust
that God provides the food we need; the same for Muslims where food is provided by Allah.
Pupils could answer these questions using bullet points:
Could Christians, Muslims and Buddhists consider themselves to be true believers if they don’t trust? Which is more important for the three
religions: humility or trust? (P4C enquiry activity)
Artwork: large display (could be photographic) of ‘Let the children come to me...’ Matthew 19:14
Art study of Satan’s expulsion from heaven.
Literacy: Synonyms for humble could be listed around the edge in one colour
whilst antonyms could be listed in another.
Music: Buddhist chanting for meditation; try to recreate the sounds of bells which would help to focus the mind.
PE: Trust: Use a ball with a bell and ask partnered up children, one blindfolded to pass the ball and try to locate it using the sound.

Appendix 1:
Chapter 14: The Triumph of the Witch
Summary
As soon as the Witch leaves, Aslan tersely announces to Peter, Susan, and Lucy that they must camp somewhere else. He does not explain why they must
move, or what happened between him and the Witch. As the day progresses, Aslan becomes more despondent. Aslan even hints to Peter that he may not be
present at the imminent battle between his forces and the Witch's followers. The camp is filled with gloom and trepidation.
That night, Susan and Lucy worry about Aslan, so they cannot sleep. They realize that Aslan has left the pavilion, and they quickly leave to find him. Susan
and Lucy spot Aslan and run to him, and beg to follow. Aslan agrees, as long as Susan and Lucy leave when he tells them to. As the three travel together,
Aslan becomes increasingly depressed and apathetic. He pleads for human contact so he can alleviate his loneliness. At last they reach the Stone Table, and
Aslan bids the children to leave. Instead, Susan and Lucy hide behind a bush.
Lucy and Susan watch as hundreds of monstrous creatures surround Aslan and the Stone Table. These are horrible creatures from mythology and the
darkest realms of the imagination. At the center of these awful creatures is the Witch. The Witch expects Aslan's arrival, and she tells her servants to tie him
up. At first the servants are hesitant, but when Aslan does not resist, they are thrilled to oblige. The Witch's servants humiliate Aslan further by shaving off his
mane, muzzling him, kicking him, and jeering at him. Aslan does not protest. The servants finish binding Aslan to the Stone Table and the Witch approaches
him with her stone knife. The Witch tells Aslan that he is lost. The Witch says she will kill Aslan instead of Edmund as they agreed. This sacrifice will appease
the Deep Magic. The Witch, however, explains that once Aslan is dead there will be nothing to prevent her from killing Edmund, as well as the other three
children. Once Aslan is gone, the Witch will be Queen of Narnia forever. Lucy and Susan cover their eyes so they do not see the Witch murder Aslan.

Appendix 2:
Prayer of Serenity: God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can and the wisdom to know the
difference.

Appendix 3: Stations of the Cross:
I - Jesus is condemned to death
II - Jesus receives his cross
III - Jesus falls the first time
IV - Jesus meets his mother
V - Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry his cross
VI - Veronica wipes the face of Jesus
VI - Jesus falls the second time
VIII - Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
IX - Jesus falls the third time
X - Jesus is stripped of his garments
XI - Jesus is nailed to the cross
XII - Jesus dies on the cross

XIII - Jesus is taken from the cross
XIV - Jesus is laid in the tomb

Appendix 4:
‘Hadiths’ or quotes from the Islamic Prophet Muhammad about being humble:
“God revealed to me that people should be humble so that no person should boast over another person and that no person would commit an act aggression
against another person.
“No property or money would diminish because of paying charity, no person forgives another person without God increasing his dignity and status and no
person practices humility without God raising him in degrees.”
“I accept prayer only from those who humble themselves before My glory, those who spend the day remembering Me, those who do not treat My creators in
an arrogant way and those who never sleep the night while disobeying Me.”
The wife of the Prophet was once asked “What is the Prophet like in his own household?” She replied “He helps and serves his family and when the time for
prayer comes he goes to the prayer.” When asked a similar question she also said “He is just like the rest of you he sometimes milks his own goat, repairs
his shoes or mends his clothing.”

Appendix 5:
Buddhist stories to illustrate the need for humility.
Once upon a time, the sun, who has big power and can shine to everywhere on earth, even it can burn all things on earth in just a second is very proud of
himself. Because of his big power, he showed his power everywhere, all things below him had to beg for mercy. When he shined, every one such as a firefly,
big or small stars, the moon etc, had to give him ways.
One morning the same time that he showed his light early in summer, he saw a little lamp giving a dim light so he just looked down upon the little lamp,
saying, “Go out of my way, my light is so powerful and yours is useless”. The little lamp just raised her head and said, “My lord, I know that, but you know?
For the night people who seek light, I am very precious to them”. When the sun heard that, he just thought and realized that what the little lamp said was true.
So he said sorry to her and slipped away.
Luxurious Living
WHILE the Buddha was preaching his doctrine for the conversion of the world in the neighborhood of Savatthi, a man of great wealth who suffered from many
ailments came to him with clasped hands and said: "World-honored Buddha, pardon me for my want of respect in not saluting you as I ought but I suffer
greatly from obesity, excessive drowsiness, and other complaints, so that I cannot move without pain."
The Tathagatha, seeing the luxuries with which the man was surrounded asked him: "Have you a desire to know the cause of your ailments?" And when the
wealthy man expressed his willingness to learn, the Blessed One said: "There are five things which produce the condition of which you complain: opulent
dinners, love of sleep, hankering after pleasure, thoughtlessness, and lack of occupation. Exercise self-control at your meals, and take on yourself some
duties that will exercise your abilities and make you useful to your fellow-men. In following this advice you will prolong your life."
The rich man remembered the words of the Buddha and after some time having recovered his lightness of body and youthful buoyancy returned to the Worldhonored One and, coming afoot without horses and attendants, said to him: "Master, you have cured my bodily ailments; I come now to seek enlightenment of
my mind."
And the Blessed One said: "The worldling nourishes his body, but the wise man nourishes his mind. He who indulges in the satisfaction of his appetites works
his own destruction; but he who walks in the path will have both the salvation from evil and a prolongation of life."

Appendix 6:
Christianity: The Widow’s Mite (Luke 21: 1-4 or Mark 12: 41-44)
The Jews were instructed to give to the Temple and to the poor as part of their service to God. (So are we). One day Jesus sat at the Temple and watched
people putting money into the offering boxes. Some people were rich and gave lots of money. Some gave money, but were unhappy about it. Then an poor
woman, a widow, came up to the boxes.
The poor woman put two of the smallest coins there were in the offering box. The disciples with Jesus weren't very impressed, but Jesus said this woman has
given more than any other today. How could that be? Jesus said it was because it was all she had.
How did the woman think she would buy dinner that night? She trusted in God to provide for her. She obeyed God's command, knowing that He would fulfill
His promise to care for her in return. We must trust God the same way. Matt 6:33 says: "Seek first the kingdom of God and Hid righteousness and all these
things (food, clothes, etc) will be added unto you."

Buddhism: The Widow's Mite and the Three Merchants
THERE was once a lone widow who was very destitute, and having gone to the mountain she beheld hermits holding a religious assembly. Then the woman
was filled with joy, and uttering praises, said, "It is well, holy priests! but while others give precious things such as the ocean caves produce, I have nothing to
offer."
Having spoken thus and having searched herself in vain for something to give, she recollected that some time before she had found in a dung-heap two
coppers, so taking these she offered them as a gift to the priesthood in charity.

The superior of the priests, a saint who could read the hearts of men, disregarding the rich gifts of others and beholding the deep faith dwelling in the heart of
this poor widow, and wishing the priesthood to esteem rightly her religious merit, burst forth with full voice in a canto. He raised his right hand and said,
"Reverend priests attend!" and then he went on:
"The poor coppers of this widow
To all purpose are more worth
Than all the treasures of the oceans
And the wealth of the broad earth.
As an act of pure devotion
She has done a pious deed;
She has attained salvation,
Being free from selfish greed."
The woman was mightily strengthened in her mind by this thought, and said, "It is even as the Teacher says: what I have done is as much as if a rich man
were to give up all his wealth."
And the teacher said: "Doing good deeds is like hoarding up treasures," and he expounded this truth in a parable:
"Three merchants set out on their travels each with his wealth; one of them gained much, the second returned with his wealth, and the third one came home
after having lost his wealth. What is true in common life applies also to religion.
"The wealth is the state a man has reached, the gain is heaven; the loss of his wealth means that a man will be reborn in a lower state, as a denizen of hell or
as an animal. These are the courses that are open to the sinner.
"He who brings back his wealth, is like to one who is born again as a man. Those who through the exercise of various virtues become pious householders will
be born again as men, for all beings will reap the fruit of their actions. But he who increases his wealth is like to one who practices eminent virtues. The
virtuous, excellent man attains in heaven to the glorious state of the gods."
Christianity: The Lost Son https://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/the-lost-prodigal-son-parable-powerpoint-3012699
Buddhism: The Lost Son

THERE was a householder's son who went away into a distant country, and while the father accumulated immeasurable riches, the son became miserably
poor. And the son, while searching for food and clothing, happened to come to the country in which his father lived. The father saw him in his wretchedness,
for he was ragged and brutalized by poverty, and ordered some of his servants to call him. When the son saw the place to which he was conducted, he
thought, "I must have evoked the suspicion of a powerful man, and he will throw me into prison." Full of apprehension he made his escape before he had
seen his father.
Then the father sent messengers out after his son, who was caught and brought back in spite of his cries and lamentations. Thereupon the father ordered his
servants to deal tenderly with his son, and he appointed a laborer of his son's rank and education to employ the lad as a helpmate on the estate. And the son
was pleased with his new situation. From the window of his palace the father watched the boy, and when he saw that he was honest and industrious, he
promoted him higher and higher.
After some time, he summoned his son and called together all his servants, and made the secret known to them. Then the poor man was exceedingly glad
and he was full of joy at meeting his father. Just so, little by little, must the minds of men be trained for higher truths.

Carlisle Diocese:

What do Christians believe about the Prince of Peace

Year 5

Key questions – Can people have more than one name? What are the meanings of the names we have? What names were given to
Jesus? Why was he called the Prince of Peace? How are the different roles of Jesus portrayed in works of art? How do Christians live
out the peace that Jesus talks about in the Bible?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Resources
Intentions
Values
AT1: Forms of
expression
Towards
Expectations –
I can use religious
words to describe
some of the
different ways in
which people
show their beliefs
about Jesus.
Expected:
I can express
religious beliefs
(ideas, feelings
etc.) in a range of
styles and words
used by
Christians and
suggest what they
mean.
Above
expectations:
I can use a wide
religious
vocabulary in
suggesting
reasons for the
similarities and

Trust
Love
Friendship
Compassion

Activity Ideas:
Some objects have many faces:
Look at a picture of a brilliant cut diamond on the internet and observe
how all the ‘facets’ sparkle. Now roll a 1 - 6 die and consider the
likelihood of landing on particular numbers. What difference do the
numbers make? Discuss which is your favourite number: luck, high
numbers etc.
Who has more than one name?
Consider who in your family may have more than one name: Mum,
Mrs. Smith, Madam, Love, Darling. Write a list of the names that one
person in your family is known by and what they each mean, eg:
Mum: my Mother;
Mummy: my little brother’s name for my Mum;
Darling: my Dad’s / Mum’s boyfriend’s name for her;
Madam: how someone in a shop addresses my Mum;
Charlotte: how Grandma addresses Mum;
Mrs. Smith: how she’s addressed formally.

1 to 6 dice
http://www.ascotdiamonds.com/blog/index.php/page/
2/

Worksheet to record different names for family
member.

‘I am called’ worksheet.
Consider the differences between these terms and divide into
‘affectionate’ and ‘non-affectionate’.
Finally, consider yourself and all the nicknames (polite) people may
have for you. List these and the different times of the day you or
others may use them, eg: Tom in class, Tom bellowed down the
playground, Mate in the playground, Thomas Smith when you’re in
trouble with a teacher or parent, Master Smith on prescriptions or on
the sign at the doctors.
Consider the difference between formal and informal. Which do we
use more?

Topic web of Jesus’ names.
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/dictionaryof-bible-themes/2203-Jesus-Christ-titles-names

differences in
forms of religious,
spiritual and
moral expression
found within
Christianity and
between religions.
AT2
Meaning,
Purpose and
Truth.
Towards
expectations:
I can ask
important
questions and
compare my
ideas with those
of other people.
Expected:
I can ask
questions about
the meaning and
purpose of life,
and suggest a
range of answers
which might be
given by me as
well as members
of different
religious groups
and believers.
Above
expectations:
Ask questions
about the
meaning and
purpose of life
and suggest
answers which
relate to the
search for truth

Why does Jesus have more than one name and what do they say
about him?
Discuss how Jesus has more than one name: Jesus, Prince of Peace,
Lamb, Christ, The Light of The World, Son of God, Son of Man,
Emmanuel, Bread of Life, Good Shepherd, High Priest, Saviour.
Create an A3 topic web in pairs with Jesus in the middle then label
with all His names and when he was referred to in this way.
What can we learn from Christmas Carols?
Songs: Christmas Hymns, for example: ‘Hark the Herald Angels
Sing’ V3,
‘Oh Come, Oh Come Emmanuel’.
Sing the song and study the words; what do the lyrics tell us of Jesus?
Annotate and highlight the lyrics of the songs which refer to names
given to Jesus
You could take an argumentative role in your role as teacher, or ask a
confident pupil to do this; say: Christmas carols give us no
information about Jesus whatsoever. The pupils have to convince you
otherwise through their reasoned and evidence arguments.
Present these to the class in pairs to decide on similarities and
differences in other pupils interpretations.
What can we learn about ‘The Prince of Peace’ from paintings of
Jesus - the nativity; as a adult; calming the storm?
Discuss the different ways Jesus is portrayed as the Prince of Peace
Research Akiane Kramarik’s: ‘Prince of Peace’ and link with the
content of the book ‘Heaven is for Real’ where a little American boy
(Todd Burpo) recalls a near death experience and meeting Jesus in
Heaven then afterwards saw the painting by Akiane Kramarik and
identified her painting of Jesus as being the Jesus he saw.
Lay out a ‘Bull’s Eye’ using coloured sugar paper which is roped off.
Pupils must stand and position themselves according to how much
they agree with/believe the story or remain seated for disagreement.
They must all be ready to justify their beliefs.
Other Paintings to study:
Compare with the ‘Adoration of the Shepherds’ by Charles le Brun.
Compare also with ‘The Calming of the Storm’ by Eero Järnefelt from
Matthew 8 23-27.
Leave the painting outside the classroom where pupils can go in pairs
to look for 1/2 a minute and memorise details. Painting is then shared

http://www.carols.org.uk/o_come_come_emmanuel.h
tm

https://www.facebook.com/jesusprinceofpeace

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus_in_art#/
media/File:Charles_Le_Brun.jpg
http://angels.about.com/od/MiraclesReligiousTexts/a/
Miracles-Of-Jesus-What-Does-The-Bible-Say-AboutJesus-Calming-A-Storm.htm

and my own and
others’ lives.

with a small group. The other pupils in the group try to draw what has
been described. Encourage children to focus on details such as how
many figures were in the painting; who the people.
You could also reveal snapshots of the pictures (5 cm by 5cm) to
individuals who come back into class to explain what they have seen.
Bible teaching about the Prince of Peace:
Find Appendix 1 - it contains three Bible readings: Luke 2 12-14,
Isaiah 9: 6 and John 14:27; ensure the three verses are in different
colours, cut them into smaller parts where small groups of pupils must
piece together like a jigsaw. Check using a Bible.
This could be set as a race with another group looking up the verses
in the Bible; who can finish first?
The verse from Isaiah was a prophecy about Jesus’ coming from the
Old Testament. Reflect for one minute on the strangeness of knowing
about an event long before it happens.

.
-

The song What if God were one of us: can be found
at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tV2I2KykhrQ

Google images

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Che_Jesus

Ask children to reflect on their ideas about Jesus as the Prince of
Peace in today’s society. Listen to the song What if God was one of
us? Then ask pupils to draw their own interpretation to represent
Jesus in modern terms

.
Was Jesus a rebel and a revolutionary?
Read Matthew 21: 12 where Jesus overturned tables in the temples
because people had been buying and selling where it was not
allowed..
Read also John 2:15 where Jesus made a whip out of ropes and
drove all the money lenders out of the temple.
Draw or use an image of Jesus overturning tables and label around
the edge adjectives to describe these acts, eg: courageous, angry,
violent, enraged, passionate, driven.
Consider the image that the Christian church used about 15 years ago
of Jesus portrayed as Che Guevara the Argentine revolutionary.
Discuss how this fits in with the idea of Jesus the Prince of Peace – in
what circumstances can you stand for peace and yet be a
revolutionary?
Use the Powerpoint presentation in appendix to stimulate ideas.

Nelson Mandela:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famousp
eople/nelson_mandela/
Gandhi:
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/mohandas_gan
dhi.php
Mother Teresa:
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/mother_teresa.p
hp

Salvatian Army:

Jesus the peacemaker:
Jesus also gives us the complete opposite personality traits when he
acts in a manner which actively promotes peace, eg:
John 18:10 where Jesus is being arrested by a Roman soldier and
Peter goes to stop the soldier by cutting her ear off. Jesus then heals
the ear of the soldier. Act this out to try to capture some of the
powerful emotion and tension which must have occurred.
Also, Matthew 5:38-39 where Jesus refers to the ‘eye for an eye, tooth
for a tooth’ passage of the Old Testament, contradicting this and
telling people to turn the other cheek when someone hits you on one
side of your face.
What does this mean? Is this weak or strong? Can a show of peace
ever be strong? (Gandhi’s peaceful protests of 1907-1914;
Montgomery Bus Boycott to protest against racial segregation 19551956; Tiananmen Square protests of 1989; Nelson Mandela).
How is the everyday work towards peace carried out in Jesus’
name?
Link with the global picture of Christianity.
Outer peace can be hard to acheive in a world where circumstances
stand against it:
Earthquake in Nepal (aid organisations helping to put lives back
together);
Violence on streets, poor, homeless (Salvatian Army and other
organisations bring financial assistance and counselling to those who
are struggling);
Children are abandoned on Indian streets (Those who worked with
Mother Teresa and others look after the many abandoned children in
India);
With people helping to eradicate problems, inner peace can be
achieved.
What is inner peace, how do you feel when you have it and where do
you find it? They will be different ideas to those of others.
Take one minute to reflect then record your ideas on a sticky note.
As this is the second half of the Autumn term, find a global Christian
charity to research and support within school with pupils presenting
the background to this during a school assembly.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/sub
divisions/salvationarmy_1.shtml
Tear Fund:
Tearfund.org
Christian Aid: Christianaid.org.uk

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Crosscurricular
ideas

Use an image of Jesus which pupils label with all the names he has been given and also words to describe Him.
Use an image of Jesus and colour in parts of his body to represent the proportions of personality traits which you feel are appropriate, eg:
peaceful 50%; 40% leader. Try to justify your choice in a short, bullet pointed sentence.
Write a letter to someone who isn’t a Christian to explain what is meant by the title, Jesus the Prince of Peace.
Talk to other members of the class for 1 minute about what you know of Jesus as the Prince of Peace.
Create a piece of artwork or a poem to present Jesus as the Prince of Peace
Art - Create a display of scenes of Jesus’ life which give us insight into His personality and what He promoted. Label the border with descriptive
words about Jesus and His names. Interpretation of different works of art.
Literacy – interpretation of words such as peace, revolutionary and applying them to the life of Jesus appropriately. Debating skills
ICT – research about peace figures and the work of different agencies
Music – use of Christmas carols to sing as well as interpret

Appendix
Double click on the title for ppt. Presentation

Jesus – Prince of Peace?
What Christian believe

Carlisle Diocese:

How do Christians demonstrate justice in their lives?

Year 6

Key questions – What is justice? Do all Christians and peoples experience the same justice in their lives? Which well known Christian
figures stand for/have stood for ‘justice’ and how do they do this?
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Practices and
ways of life.
Towards
Expectations –
Describe some of
the things which
are the same for
religious people.
Expected –
Use the right
religious words to
describe and
compare what
practices and
experiences may
be involved in
belonging to
different religious
groups.

Above
Expectations –
Describe how
people belong to
Christianity and
explain how

Christian
Values
Justice
Compassion

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas:
What is justice?
(Appendix 1)
How can we see injustice played out in other countries?
Justice, injustice and soccer activities through the charity Cafod.
This link takes you through a powerpoint presentation and games into
unfairness in ticket prices, the pay that makers of clothing receive
compared to the pay of footballers and managers etc.
Fairtrade Project:
What is Fairtrade and what is not Fairtrade?
Familiarity: Research which brands are Fairtrade.
Set up tasting plates to see if pupils can tell the difference between
Fairtrade and other brands to promote Fairtrade products.
Create a display for the school; pupils present an assembly of
Powerpoint slides and food types.
Have a Fairtrade day in school using some of the activities from the
website.
Study the story: ‘The Selfish Giant’ by Oscar Wilde.
Look at how the giant evolves from an extremely selfish standpoint to
someone ‘fair and reasonable’. Consider how the imagery of the
garden in flower and winter’s passing illustrates this.
Use the http://christianvaluesforschools.com/ website as a guide to
stories from the Bible and other religions which are related to ‘Justice’.
P4C: Look at these two images; decide as a class on 10
questions which could be debated.
Vote democratically on which question to discuss,

Resources

file:///C:/DOCUME~1/User/LOCALS~1/Temp/Fair%2
0Play%20World%20Cup%20activities.pdf

http://schools.fairtrade.org.uk/resources/activitiesand-games

http://www.eastoftheweb.com/shortstories/UBooks/SelGia.shtml for a copy of the story
or look for the story on www.youtube.com

similarities and
differences within
Christianity and
between religions
can make a
difference to the
lives of individuals
and communities.
AT2: Values and
commitments
Towards
Expectations –
Link things that
are important to
me and other
people with the
way I think and
behave.
Expected –
Ask questions
about the moral
decisions I and
other people
make and
suggest what
might happen as
a result of
different
decisions,
including those
made with
reference to
religious values
and beliefs.
Above
Expectations –
Describe how

Eg: Why are Christians the most persecuted religion listed here?
Why are religions a target for hatred?
Can violence and hate ever break a religion completely?
Does the persecution make Christians stronger?

http://listverse.com/2011/11/24/top-10-mostdangerous-countries-for-christians/

In which countries is Christianity illegal?
Why would Christianity or any other religious belief be banned? Can
banning a belief be justified?
Follow a ‘stilling meditation exercise’ by: lighting a candle and playing
some relaxing music. Pupils close their eyes and become aware of
their breathing. Explain that they are going on a magic carpet ride to
a country where Christianity is banned. In your head, talk to people
who are there, what do they say? What has happened to them?
Now return home and, as the candle is blown out, silent throw away
negative thoughts and reflect on being safe and warm.
Quietly share what you considered with your neighbour.

Religious persecution image:
http://www.religioustolerance.org/chr_pers2.htm
http://www.worldchristians.info/2012/12/22/themost-persecuted-religion-christians-are-targeted-insome-131-countries-world-wide/
http://listverse.com/2011/11/24/top-10-mostdangerous-countries-for-christians/

Was Nelson Mandela a symbol for justice, equality and dignity?
Look at the life of Nelson Mandela through a book such as ‘Freedom
Song: The story of Nelson Mandela’ written by Neil Tonge.

www.amazon.co.uk › Books › Young Adult › History ›
Africa
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famousp
eople/nelson_mandela/ tells the story of Mandela’s
fight for freedom

Footballer: Alexis Sanchez:
Look also at the life of Alexis Sanchez the Chilean footballer. He is
Christian, grew up in the poverty of a mining town and returned to give
£160,000 to his local area to restore pitches and to give out football
shirts and sweets to local children.
As Christians, do we have more of a moral right to ‘give back’ what we
can to society when we can? This could be by giving our time as well
as money.
Complete the outline of a human as:
- arrows going into the human to show what we have been given
(love, friendship, Christian faith,belonging, education);
-arrows in a different colour to show what we should give back in time
or money when we can.
Lyrics; ‘Price Tag’ Jessie J
Appendix 2
Study the lyrics. Annotate as to how these are relevant to everyday
life.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexis_S%C3%A1nchez

people belong to
Christianity and
explain how
similarities and
differences within
Christianity and
between religions
can make a
difference to the
lives of individuals
and communities.

Money, Money, Money...
Use fake money from ‘Monopoly’ game or other.
Give a group of four children a pile of money to share out between a
group of people, eg: wages for picking fruit, football manager, charity
and nurse. For different groups, vary the names to be paid. Pupils
must justify why they have selected to pay the amounts to the groups.
As a class discuss how society chooses to pay selected groups. Is
this fair?
Talk about the fairness of ‘Fair Trade’ and ‘Ethical’ shopping.
How could we try to be more ‘Christian’ in the practices we adopt in
society?
Pupils write a bullet pointed manifesto from a Christian point of view
which provides a fair and reasonable society: pay, social care,
homelessness, rights for minority groups.

http://www.zieak.com/2008/08/19/print-your-ownmonopoly-money/

What does the Bible say about justice?
It seems to be conflicting sometimes, eg: Matthew 5:38-39 . Can
these two instructions work concurrently?
Is there a power or indeed more in standing up to evil with a silent,
non violent protest? Is this an example we should set others?
Consider Tiananmen Square and the peaceful occupation for
democracy which continued even when the government tanks rolled
into the square and then was condemned by the world. How would
Jesus have acted if he had been there? Would it have been the
Jesus who overthrew tables in the temples when he found people
gambling and charging taxes in His Father’s house? (Matthew 21:12)
Or would it have been the Jesus who healed the Roman soldier’s ear
when Simon Peter cut it off as Jesus was being arrested before his
trial. (John 18:10).
What would Jesus have done in Tiananmen Square? Create a semi
circle of chairs where the two chairs have different possible reactions:
peaceful sit in protest and a physical reaction. Pupils make a line and
lay down their chairs one at a time, making a short statement (even if
this is a silent one) about how they feel Jesus would have reacted.

Tiananmen Square massacre:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/ju
ne/4/newsid_2496000/2496277.stm

http://pagestocolor.org/3984-coloring-pagesprintable-toy-story-characters/ images of Toy Story
characters
Toy story DVD – scenes available on
www.youtube.com

Please see Appendix 3 for other Bible references to Justice.
Justice and Toy Story 1
Look over the final chapter of this film:
Sid the boy next door is confronted by all the toys he has ‘operated’
on, changing them into freakish toys, they may look mean but they
help Woody and Buzz team to stand up to Sid and gain justice in their
lives. Discuss this as a ‘justice’ against the ‘downtrodden’ scenario.

World map

Discuss also Woody as a character who has been jealous (and
pushed Buzz out of the window in an attack which went wrong); what
sort of justice does he receive? (The other toys reject him because of
the way he has treated Buzz where previously he has been leader to
the toys. He has to now be brave and, working alongside Buzz, find
his way out of Sid’s house ).
Annotate the pictures of the characters to say explain why they act as
they do. Does this behaviour relate to more than one Christian
Value? List these down next to the characters.
World map.

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Cross-

After some class research or as a homework task, ask the class to lay
a sticky label onto a world map where they have found an injustice to
a race of people, environmental or otherwise. This could also be
completed in their books using a more limited number of labels. Stop
to reflect on how lucky we are and consider what the feelings of those
closest to the trouble occurring must be.
Consider: If Jesus had been in charge of the whole world, how would he have acted? What would Jesus’ government have looked like? Use
an image of ‘The Last Supper’. Label up the disciples to say the types of men and women (disabled and able bodied) and personality traits he
would have had on his team. Down the middle of the table, state 5 world injustices Jesus would have taken on and what he would have done.
Class debate – Jesus was a rebel and a revolutionary for justice

Literacy: Synonyms for justice.

curricular
ideas

Art: Create a set of weighing scales made of gold/ iridescent; for each issue of international injustice, find a matching charitable or occurrence
of goodness. You could also include environmental and species extinction issues.
Geography – locating different places in the world – particularly where there is widespread injustice

Appendix 1:
Definition of justice:
just behaviour or treatment.
1. the quality of being fair and reasonable.
2. the administration of the law or authority in maintaining this.
3. a judge or magistrate, in particular a judge of the Supreme Court of a country or state.

Appendix 2:
Jesse J ‘Price Tag’
Coconut man, moon head, and pea
You ready?
Seems like everybody's got a price
I wonder how they sleep at night

When the sale comes first
And the truth comes second
Just stop for a minute and smile
Why is everybody so serious
Acting so damn mysterious
Got shades on your eyes
And your heels so high that you can't even have a good time
Everybody look to their left
Everybody look to their right
Can you feel that, yeah
We're paying with love tonight
It's not about the money money money
We don't need your money money money
We just wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag
Ain't about the uh cha-ching cha-ching
Ain't about the yeah b-bling b-bling
Wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag
We need to take it back in time
When music made us all unite
And it wasn't low blows and video hoes
Am I the only the one getting tired
Why is everybody so obsessed
Money can't buy us happiness
Can we all slow down and enjoy right now
Guarantee we'll be feeling alright

Everybody look to their left
Everybody look to their right
Can you feel, yeah
We're paying with love tonight
It's not about the money money money
We don't need your money money money
We just wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag
Ain't about the uh cha-ching cha-ching
Ain't about the yeah b-bling b-bling
Wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag
Well keep the price tag
And take the cash back
Just give me six strings
And a half stack
And you can, can keep the cars
Leave me the garage
And all I, yes all I need are keys and guitars
And guess what, in thirty seconds I'm leaving to Mars
Yeah we leaping across these undefeatable odds
It's like this man, you can't put a price on the life
We do this for the love so we fight and sacrifice every night
So we ain't gonna stumble and fall never
Waiting to see us in a sign of defeat uh uh
So we gonna keep everyone moving they feet
So bring back the beat and then everyone sing
It's not about the money

It's not about the money money money
We don't need your money money money
We just wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag
Ain't about the uh cha-ching cha-ching
Ain't about the yeah b-bling b-bling
Wanna make the world dance
Forget about the price tag
Yeah yeah forgot the price tag

Read more: Jessie J - Price Tag Lyrics | MetroLyrics

Appendix 3:
Exodus 21:24-25
Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.
Matthew 5:38-39
“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you, Do not resist the one who is evil. But if anyone
slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.
Use a ‘bull’s eye’ set up with ropes around a chair - pupils must select where they stand according to the two Bible verses. They could for
example be in the middle of the two or closer to one than another.
Pupils should be ready to justify their position.

Jeremiah 9:23-24
Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his
riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord who practices steadfast love, justice, and
righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the Lord.”

Persistence in what’s right:
Luke 18:1-8 ESV
And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my
adversary.’ For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow keeps
bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” ...
Appendix 4:
Matthew 5:39
But I say, do not resist an evil person! If someone slaps you on the right cheek, offer the other cheek also.
Luke 6: 29
If someone slaps you on one cheek, offer the other cheek also. If someone demands your coat, offer your shirt also.

Carlisle Diocese:

How do Christians perceive the birth of Jesus?

Year 6

Key questions – What do people mean by the concept of incarnation? How is incarnation expressed in the Christian birth stories? Why
is incarnation important to Christians? How does the idea of incarnation affect us and others?
Incorporating material from: Hampshire County Council http://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=45
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Beliefs,
teachings and
sources
Towards
Expectations –
Describe what a
Christian might
learn from Biblical
narratives about
the incarnation of
Jesus
Expected –
Make links with
Christian beliefs
about the
incarnation of
Jesus to show
how they are
connected to
believers’ lives
Above
Expectations –
Can explain how
Biblical narratives
are used by

Christians to
provide answers
to important
questions about

Christian
Values
Love
Compassion
Peace

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas:
Read the extract from Beyond Ourselves by Catherine Marshall – see
Appendix 1. Discuss the following questions:
What was the scientist’s problem?
What solution did he come up with?
How would the scientist becoming an ant help his problem?
How would it help the ants?
What do the gospel narratives about the birth of Jesus show
about the central Christian belief of God made into man? – ie God
incarnate.
Give pupils extracts from the Bible narratives where incarnation is
referred to: Like 1: 26-36; Matthew 2:1-12 and 13-15; Luke 2:8-20.
Pupils discuss and complete the writing frame in Appendix 2.
What is the value of incarnation for Christians?
Drama: play a pre-recorded announcement, or produce a ‘newspaper’
or ancient scroll which conclusively proves that Jesus was NOT God
made into man. What difference would it make to Christians? Pupils
imagine that they are groups of Christians; discuss the news in
groups, jotting down their main ideas. Each group reports their
reaction, in role.
How does a contemporary Christian portray the incarnation?
Use the image by Fernando Arizti Waiting
Ask the children to look at the picture on their own and to come up
with 2 questions and 2 observations about the painting.

Resources

Modern version of the Bible such as the New
International Version (NIV)

Written or recorded information disproving the
incarnation
www.retoday.org.uk Picturing Jesus
4 observations and 2 questions sheet
Use Google images for the picture or refer to
Appendix 4

life and morality
AT2: Identity
and belonging
Towards
Expectations –
Can compare
some of the
things that
influence me with
those that
influence other
people
Expected –
Can ask
questions about
who we are and
where we belong,
and suggest
answers which
refer to people
who have inspired
me and
influenced myself
and others
Above
Expectations –
Give my own and
others’ views on
the incarnation of
Jesus and what
inspires and
influences me

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Crosscurricular
ideas

Then join up with talk partners and share ideas.
Then together, fill in a 4 observations and 5 questions sheet.
Talk the painting through with the children – what they can see and
what they have noticed. Appendix 3 gives an explanation given by
the artist about his picture
Explain to the children that the picture shows that Jesus is there for
everyone and that Christians around the world have different ideas
about what Jesus is like.
Look at another modern painting of Jesus, Jesus on the Tube by
Antonia Rolls. Research how and why she did this. Discuss reactions.
Is it a good representation in modern life? What if you were sitting
next to Jesus on the Tube – what kind of conversation would you
have with him?

http://www.antoniarolls.co.uk/my-work.html

The song One of us: can be found at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tV2I2KykhrQ for a

visual presentation
The following version by Joan
Osborne has the lyrics on the screen
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xn7rIarpQBk

What is your own response to the concept of incarnation?
If God were to take on human form and come to earth now, what
would s/he be like? Discuss what s/he do and say? Give your
reasons. Refer back to the Year 5 unit of work on What Christians
believe about the Prince of Peace and play again the song What is
God were one of us? Lyrics are in Appendix 4. Pupils draw their own
version of Jesus with name, nationality, age, mission or job,
personality. Write one question you would like to ask him or her.
How does the concept of the incarnation affect us and others?
Share the different points of view from different members of the class.
Do pupils think that they will always think the same way as now?
What might make them change their mind? Use thought bubbles to
record answers.

Use the Biblical references from the gospels of Luke and Matthew pupils explain and illustrate the incarnation of Jesus.
Write a play about how the birth of Jesus was different from other human births and the difference it made to those who witnessed it
Children draw, paint, pastel their own version of where they think you’d find Jesus now. Once the art work is completed, do a short piece of
writing to accompany the art, explaining the choices made; explain why Jesus would be where he is in the picture.
Art – interpretation of works of Art and composition
Drama – reporting and interpreting events about Jesus’ incarnation

Literacy – explanation writing , debate
Music – interpretation of a song

Appendix1

Extract from Beyond ourselves, by Catherine Marshall, Hodder and Stoughton 1961:

One day a British scientist discovered a large anthill in his kitchen garden. These were different from any ants he had observed
before, so he was eager to study the. But each time his shadow fell across this anthill, the terrified ants scurried off.
“ I stepped back,” wrote the scientist in his diary “and sat down on the grass to think out the situation. But how could I make the
ants aware of my goodwill?”
My imagination played with the problem. To these tiny ants, I was an all-powerful creature somewhere up there, whose thoughts
they could not guess, whose ways and intentions they could not know.
“If only I could communicate,” the scientist wrote. “But even that wouldn’t be enough...Even then, I would be a gigantic being to the
ants, and they would never believe that I understood their problems – the minute organisation of the hill, their struggles for food,
their battles with other ants.”
“Only one thing could give them complete confidence. That is, if, by some alchemy, I could – for a time – become an ant.....”

Appendix 2

Appendix 3:

This painting by Fernando Aritzti represents the love of God for our African American people in a voyage of time and space. It
shows the history of these people from their beginnings in Africa.
On the lower left side is a Zulu warrior with shield, looking up into the sky; below him stands a princess also looking up; to her left
are two slaves, one standing and the other sitting on the ground.
This grouping of figures is the representation of millions of Africans who were brought in shackles from the motherland. They are
watching their beloved land disappear over the horizon - a homeland they will never see again.
In the lower centre of the painting are plantations of the deep south where slaves laboured in the fields for many years in the most
dehumanizing conditions. These figures look steadfastly up into the sky.
On the lower right side of the painting the figures represent their African descendants. Though their lives have changed significantly
since the civil rights movement, still today they are victims of prejudice in most levels of society.
Their pain-filled existence has not been overlooked by the loving and compassionate God.
On the centre right side are the souls of the deceased ascending to God as the Son descends from God's hand. "Emmanuel" - God
among us. My painting endeavours to emphasis the facet of God made human- the great gift of incarnation for all people of the
world in time and in space.' Fernando Arizti writing in Christ for All People: WCC publications

Appendix 4:

One of us
If God had a name what would it be?
And would you call it to his face?
If you were faced with Him in all His glory
What would you ask if you had just one question?
And yeah, yeah, God is great
Yeah, yeah, God is good
And yeah, yeah, yeah-yeah-yeah
What if God was one of us?
Just a slob like one of us
Just a stranger on the bus
Tryin' to make his way home?
If God had a face what would it look like?
And would you want to see if, seeing meant
That you would have to believe in things like heaven
And in Jesus and the saints, and all the prophets?
And yeah, yeah, God is great
Yeah, yeah, God is good
And yeah, yeah, yeah-yeah-yeah

What if God was one of us?
Just a slob like one of us
Just a stranger on the bus
Tryin' to make his way home?
Just tryin' to make his way home
Like back up to heaven all alone
Nobody callin' on the phone
'Cept for the Pope maybe in Rome
And yeah, yeah, God is great
Yeah, yeah, God is good
And yeah, yeah, yeah-yeah-yeah
What if God was one of us?
Just a slob like one of us
Just a stranger on the bus
Tryin' to make his way home?
Just tryin' to make his way home
Like a holy rolling stone
Back up to heaven all alone
Just tryin' to make his way home
Nobody callin' on the phone
'Cept for the Pope maybe in Rome
By Joan Osborne

Carlisle Diocese: Why and how do different faiths use prayer?

Year 3

Key questions – Why and when do different people pray? Does everyone pray in the same way? What are some of the similarities and
differences about prayer in different faith traditions?
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Practices
and ways of life
Towards
Expectations –
.I can recognise
and talk about
prayer.
Expected –
I can describe
how Christians
and others pray in
similar and
different ways.
Above
Expectations –
I can show
understanding of
words different
faiths use to
explain the
purpose of prayer

AT2: Meaning,
purpose and
truth
Towards
Expectations –
– I can talk about
how prayer is

Christian
Values
Thankfulness
Humility
Compassion
Trust

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Activity Ideas:
Collect ideas from children about what they already know about
prayer using headings Why? How? When? Where? people pray –use
a mind map to display these ideas -Christians, and other faiths,
particularly Muslims
Show video clip of Muslims preparing for prayer. Why do they have
ritual washing first? Re-enact the ritual of wudu.
Visit to Mosque or virtual tour to focus on how prayer is conducted
within a Mosque
Compare with what Christians do to prepare for prayer. Create 2 lists
to show the different preparations.
Use the internet to research prayer in another faith tradition and
explain this in a picture/diagrammatic form
Do a survey of the different prayers we say in school. In pairs children
produce a poster of the different kinds of prayers – e.g. thanks, help,
saying sorry, and when they are used in school.
Ask members of the church community to share with children their
favourite prayers and reasons for their choice
Questions for children to discuss in small groups. Each group has a
question written in the centre of a large piece of paper and on which
they record their ideas. The questions are passed to each group to
complete and thoughts of the whole class are then shared:
When and how do people pray at different times?
Does prayer always have to be quiet?
How does prayer make a difference to people’s lives?
Why is the Lord’s Prayer important to Christians? Use the Reflective
Story from The Lord’s Prayer Project CD. Then ask children to
respond to the ‘wondering questions’ at the end of the story.

Popular Christian prayers
http://www.godweb.org/toptenprayers.htm
Prayers from Islam see Appendix 1
www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z4gkq6f explanation
of Muslim prayer
http://www.thebcom.org/ourwork/interfaith/116virtual-mosque-tour.html for a virtual Mosque tour
The following powerpoint presentation illustrates well
why and how Christians pray:
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/christianprayer-6125384
Prayer in Judaism:
www.bje.org.au/learning/judaism/kids/prayer.html
A virtual tour of a synagogue
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/Interactive.aspx?cat=118
This website also offers virtual tours for Hindu
Mandir, Sikh Gurdwara
http://www.thegrid.org.uk/learning/re/virtual/buddhisttr
ail/ gives a virtual tour of a Buddhist temple

The Lord’s Prayer project from the diocese of St
Edmundsbury and Ipswich – available from:
http://www.cofesuffolk.org/index.cfm?page=cyp.conte

Tell the story of Durer’s “Praying Hands” (Appendix 2) and show
children the picture. What are their reactions to it? Is it a good name
for the painting? What are the links between prayer and service?
Children write their own prayer to express how they can help others

important to some
people
Expected –
I can identify
different reasons
why people pray
and compare my
ideas with those
of other people
Above
Expectations –
I can show
knowledge of how
prayer makes a
difference to
people’s lives
including my own

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Crosscurricular
ideas



nt&cmid=454

Use a Double Bubble activity (see Appendix 3) to compare the differences and similarities between prayer for Christians and one other
faith
 Produce an information sheet which explains when, how and why Christians/ Muslims/Jews etc. Pray
 Children write their own prayer to God – giving thanks for some event, celebration or the created world OR asking a question they would
like him to answer
Literacy – reading, writing, speaking and listening skills
ICT – research and virtual tours of different places of worship
Art – composition of Durer’s painting

Appendix 1:
Prayers from Islam:

Morning Prayer
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
We have awoken, and all of creation has awoken, for Allah, Lord of all the Worlds. Allah, I ask You for the best the day has to offer, victory,
support, light, blessings and guidance; and I seek refuge in You from the evil in it, and the evil to come after it.
Oh God, You Are Peace
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
Oh God,
You are peace.
From you comes peace,
To you returns peace.
Revive us with a salutation of peace,
And lead us to your abode of peace.
Prayer for Right Behaviour
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)
In the name of Allah (I go out); I place my trust in Allah! O Allah, I seek refuge in You from being made to stumble, from straying and from being
made to stray, from doing wrong to others and from being wronged by others, and from losing my temper with others, and their losing it with
me.
Read more at http://www.beliefnet.com/Prayers/Islam/

Appendix 2:

THE STORY BEHIND THE PICTURE OF THE PRAYING HANDS
Back in the fifteenth century, in a tiny village near Nuremberg, (Germany) lived a family with eighteen children. Eighteen! In order
merely to keep food on the table for this mob, the father and head of the household, a goldsmith by profession, worked almost
eighteen hours a day at his trade and any other paying chore he could find in the neighbourhood.
Despite their seemingly hopeless condition, two of the elder children, Albrecht and Albert, had a dream. They both wanted to
pursue their talent for art, but they knew full well that their father would never be financially able to send either of them to
Nuremberg to study at the Academy.
After many long discussions at night in their crowded bed, the two boys finally worked out a pact. They would toss a coin. The loser
would go down into the nearby mines and, with his earnings, support his brother while he attended the academy. Then, when that
brother who won the toss completed his studies, in four years, he would support the other brother at the academy, either with sales
of his artwork or, if necessary, also by labouring in the mines.
They tossed a coin on a Sunday morning after church. Albrecht Durer won the toss and went off to Nuremberg .
Albert went down into the dangerous mines and, for the next four years, financed his brother, whose work at the academy was
almost an immediate sensation. Albrecht's etchings, his woodcuts, and his oils were far better than those of most of his professors,
and by the time he graduated, he was beginning to earn considerable fees for his commissioned works.
When the young artist returned to his village, the Durer family held a festive dinner on their lawn to celebrate Albrecht's triumphant
homecoming. After a long and memorable meal, punctuated with music and laughter, Albrecht rose from his honored position at the

head of the table to drink a toast to his beloved brother for the years of sacrifice that had enabled Albrecht to fulfill his ambition. His
closing words were, "And now, Albert, blessed brother of mine, now it is your turn. Now you can go to Nuremberg to pursue your
dream, and I will take care of you."
All heads turned in eager expectation to the far end of the table where Albert sat, tears streaming down his pale face, shaking his
lowered head from side to side while he sobbed and repeated, over and over, "No ... no ... no ... no."
Finally, Albert rose and wiped the tears from his cheeks. He glanced down the long table at the faces he loved, and then, holding
his hands close to his right cheek, he said softly, "No, brother. I cannot go to Nuremberg. It is too late for me. Look ... Look what
four years in the mines have done to my hands! The bones in every finger have been smashed at least once, and lately I have
been suffering from arthritis so badly in my right hand that I cannot even hold a glass to return your toast, much less make delicate
lines on parchment or canvas with a pen or a brush. No, brother ... for me it is too late."
More than 450 years have passed. By now, Albrecht Durer's hundreds of masterful portraits, pen and silver-point sketches, water
colours, charcoals, woodcuts, and copper engravings hang in every great museum in the world, but most people, are familiar with
only one of Albrecht Durer's works. One day, to pay homage to Albert for all that he had sacrificed, Albrecht Durer painstakingly
drew his brother's abused hands with palms together and thin fingers stretched skyward. He called his powerful drawing simply
"Hands," but the entire world almost immediately opened their hearts to his great masterpiece and renamed his tribute of love "The
Praying Hands."

Appendix 3 taken from http://www.dvusd/Page/3735

Instructions for using the Double Bubble sheet for comparing prayer between Christian and another faith (when? Where?
how/)
1. Give out the Double Bubble sheets to each pupil
2. Ask each child to write the word ‘Christians’ in the large centre bubble on the left. Write the word for the other faith in the
large centre bubble on the right.
3. Write 3 ways about prayer for Christians pray in the smaller bubbles on the left. Then do the same for the other faith in the
smaller bubbles on the right.
4. In the 3 bubbles in the centre pupils then write the things that are the same for Christians and the other faith about prayer.

Carlisle Diocese: What does the Easter story tell us about hope and despair? Year 3
Key questions – What is a hope for you? What do Christians mean by hope?
Which parts of the Easter story tell us about hope and which about despair?
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Practices
and ways of life
Towards
Expectations –
I can suggest
what the story of
Easter might
mean to a
Christian today.
Expected –
I can describe
some things that
Christians believe
in about Easter
and explain what
difference this
makes to their
lives.
Above
Expectations –
I can show that I
understand
different elements
in the Easter story
and use the
correct religious
terminology used
by Christians
today.
AT2: Meaning,
purpose and
truth
Towards

Christian
Values
Hope
Love
Forgiveness
Compassion
Trust

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
In small groups ask the children to mind map what they associate with
hope and then do the same for despair
Or write a sentence beginning “I felt hope when...” and I felt despair
when....”
Guided visualisation of the Palm Sunday story from the perspective of
a child in the crowd and then ask children to write thought bubbles
about the feelings of different people in the story – link with joy and
hope
Watch a video clip about the crucifixion of Jesus. How do you think
the disciples felt when they saw this happen? Create a role play
scene/freeze frame where the disciples are describing the events and
how it made them feel and what they should do next.
Look at a range of crosses – some with Jesus on the Cross and some
an empty cross. Discuss why they are not the same and the
significance for different Christians. Which do they prefer? Write 2
sentences to explain their reasons.
Conscience Alley activity – should Jesus be crucified or not and why?
One group of children then write a poem condemning his crucifixion
and the other a poem which supports his death.
Create a clay model of the tomb. Link with animation and ICT to
sequence the events between Good Friday and Easter Sunday.
Hot seating activity with Mary, the mother of Jesus. Ask children to
find out about her feelings in different stages in the Easter story. As a
class chart these in an emotions timeline
Design a card which explores some of the times/events that remind
individual children of loss and hope in their own lives.
Activity from Opening up Easter p.13-15
Read the story either in Appendix 2 or a similar version on p.15 of
Opening up Easter. What are the children’s thoughts about the story?

Resources
The Lion Storyteller Bible:
The great parade (Palm Study)
A dreadful day – the story of Good Friday p.138
A Happy Day – the story of Easter p. 140
See Appendix 1 for a script
Espresso – the Easter story part 2
http://www.godvine.com/Short-Animation-About-theDeath-of-Jesus-386.html
A-cross the world by Martyn Payne pub.
www.barnabasinschools.co.uk or Opening up Easter
p.14 REtoday 2011
Steve Turner’s poem The Nail Man may be used as
an example. It can be found in Poems by Steve
Turner www.lion-publishing.co.uk or at
www.rejesus.co.uk/site/module/steve_turners_poe
ms/P6
Espresso – The Easter story video –part 3 the
resurrection + storybook
Picturing Easter from REtoday Picture 8 “He is risen”

Expectations –
I can respond
sensitively to a
moment or
character in the
Easter story for
myself.
Expected –
I can make links
between Christian
beliefs about life
after death and
my own feelings
/experiences of
loss and hope.
Above
Expectations I can apply the
idea of
celebration to my
own life and
thoughtfully
consider what is
worth celebrating
at Easter for
Christians today.

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Crosscurricular
ideas

Divide the class into small groups and give each group one of the
questions below, in the centre of a large piece of paper. Ask the
children to discuss the questions and write down any ideas they have.
The questions are then moved on until each group has discussed and
written down their ideas for each question.
Why might Christians like this story?
When someone dies we are often very sad. What helps people get
over their sadness? What might help Christians get over their
sadness?
What do you believe about life beyond this life?
What might this story tell us about Easter? Jesus?
Draw together the responses from the children
Play a selection of Easter songs/hymns and give children the words.
Which words express different emotions about Easter – which words
are significant for Christians in remembering this time in the church’s
calendar? Make a wordle from these different emotions
www.wordle.net/create





e.g Come and Praise 2 (available from
www.amazon.co.uk
no. 129Jesus in the Garden
no. 130 All in in an Easter garden
no. 131 Now the Green blade rises
Another resource is from
http://www.outoftheark.co.uk/singeaster.html?category_id=162

Use 2 cross templates – one with the word hope in the centre and the other with the word despair. On each cross children write phrases
which relate to these 2 emotions in different parts of the Easter story.
Using a picture which depicts Palm Sunday get children to use speech bubbles to explain what is happening and what people are feeling
Create a piece of artwork which expresses Christian understanding of new beginnings at Easter and hope for the future.

Art – card and artwork about the resurrection
DT – clay models
!CT – animation skills
Literacy, poetry, descriptive words
Drama – role play, conscience alley and hot seating

Appendix 1
Introduction to Guided visualisation: taken from: www.ely.anglican.org/education/schools/.../WorshippingClassrooms.pdf
Creative visualisation is a way of using the imagination to walk through a story in your head. In a guided visualisation the teacher takes the
class through a story sequence which is narrated in the second person and the present tense. The child is given an “active” role in the story—
but as a bystander to the action, rather than as a key character (e.g. as “crowd” rather than as Jesus). The children need to be still (literally
stilling—not just refraining from movement) to have the opportunity to internalise the story properly. Their focus goes inward to the “television in
their head” and they engage in making sense of the story for themselves. Although the visualisation involves the giving of the broad outline of a
story, each participant populates the story in their own way, and no two stories will be identical. It is important that, should you discuss the
stories afterwards, each individual’s interpretation is accepted and welcomed.

A Guided visualisation -Palm Sunday
You are in Bible times….It is hot and dusty.. you can see a crowd coming along the road and hear happy shouting… get closer and find out
what is happening..
You see people rushing to tear branches off the palm trees.. They are using them like flags and waving them wildly… do you want to collect a
branch too?
How are you feeling now? Are you curious? Are you worried? Are you frightened? Are you happy?
You watch as people start to take off their cloaks and put them on the ground… it looks like a rainbow in the dirt….who do you think will walk
along that path… can you see anyone coming yet?....
You see someone riding a donkey along the rainbow path….. The crowd are shouting “Hosanna! Praise God!”….. See if you can find someone
who will tell you who this special person is…..
At last you know it is Jesus of Nazareth who is coming…. Try to remember some of the stories you have heard about him and the miracles he
has done or the stories he has told….

Jesus comes level with you… he looks in your direction and smiles… you feel he is smilingat you… how do you feel?.... What do you want to
do?....
The moment is over and Jesus has moved on… what are you going to do next… will you go home now? Do whatever you think best... .

Appendix 2
Waterbugs and Dragonflies - by Doris Stickney
Down below the surface of a quiet pond lived a little colony of water bugs. They were a happy colony, living far away from the sun.
For many months they were very busy, scurrying overthe soft mud on the bottom of the pond. They did notice that every once in a
while one of their colony seemed to lose interest in going about with its friends. Clinging to the stem of a lily, it gradually moved out
of sight and was seen no more. 'Look!' said one of the water bugs to another, 'One of our colony is climbing up the lily stalk. Where
do you suppose she is going?' Up, up, up it went slowly. Even as they watched, the water bug disappeared from sight. Its friends
waited and waited but it didn't return. 'That's funny!' said one water bug to another. 'Wasn't she happy here?' asked a second
waterbug. 'Were do you suppose she went?' wondered a third. No one had an answer. They were greatly puzzled. Finally one of
the water bugs, the leader of the colony, gathered its friends together. 'I have an idea. The next one of us who climbs up the lily
stalk must promise to come back and tell us where she went and why.' 'We promise', they said solemnly.
One spring day, not long after, the very water bug who had suggested the plan, found himself climbing up the lily stalk. Up, up, up
he went. Before he knew what was happening, he had broken through the surface of the water, and had fallen onto the broad,
green lily pad above. When he awoke, he looked about with surprise. He couldn't believe what he saw. A startling change had
come to his old body. His movement revealed four silver wings and a long tail. Even as he struggled, he felt an impulse to move his
wings. The warmth of the sun soon dried the moisture from the new body. He moved his wings again and suddenly found himself
up above the water. He had become a dragonfly. Swooping and dipping in great curves, he flew through the air. He felt exhilarated
in the new atmosphere. By and by, the new dragonfly lighted happily on a lily pad to rest. Then it was that he chanced to look below
to the bottom of the pond. Why, he was right above his old friends, the water bugs!. There they were, scurrying about, just as he
had been doing some time before. Then the dragonfly remembered his promise: 'The next one of us who climbs up the lily stalk will
come back and tell where he or she went and why'. Without thinking, the dragonfly darted down. Suddenly he hit the surface of the
water and bounced away. Now that he was a dragonfly he could no longer go into the water. 'I can't return!' he said in dismay. 'At
least I tried, but I can't keep my promise. Even if I could go back, not one of the water bugs would know me in my new body. I
guess I'll just have to wait until they become dragonflies too. Then they'll understand what happened to me, and where I went'.
And the dragonfly winged off happily into its wonderful new world of sun and air.

Carlisle Diocese:
Key questions –

What did Jesus teach people about the Kingdom of God? (parables) Year 4

Why did Jesus tell stories? (parables) What is a parable? What did Jesus mean by the Kingdom of God?

Why are the parables of Jesus important for Christians today?
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Beliefs ,
teachings and
sources
Towards
Expectations –
Can re-tell a
parable and say
that it Jesus is
part of Jesus’
teaching
.Expected –
Can describe
what a believer
might learn from a
parable Jesus
told about the
Kingdom of God
Above
Expectations –
Can show how
Jesus’ teaching
from parables is
connected to the
lives of believers
today
AT2: Meaning,
purpose and
truth
Towards
Expectations –
Can respond

Christian
Values
Compassion
Wisdom
Forgiveness
Humility

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Activity Ideas:
Jesus told many stories – which ones do you know? In small groups
create a mind map or spider diagram to show what you already know
and what Jesus was trying to teach people
Jesus told stories or parables which had a meaning beyond the literal.
He used symbols that were familiar to the people of the times. It is a
bit like a present with different layers.

The Complete Guide to Godly Play Vol. 3 by Jerome
Berryman available from www.amazon.co.uk
Parable of the Good Samaritan p.87-94
Parable of the Great Pearl p. 95-101
Parable of the Mustard Seed p.115-120

Use Godly Play activities to show this “unwrapping” the contents of
the story as you tell it and asking the children questions about the
different parts e.g.
I wonder why…
I wonder if…
I wonder how…
I wonder what…
I wonder if you have a question.
Appendix 1 gives an outline of Berryman’s interpretation of the
Kingdom of God
Other approaches could include:
 A painting of the parts of the parable, so that the children can
engage with an interpretation of the parable through someone
else’s eyes. Ask them to generate questions about the
painting and how the artist has portrayed/interpreted the story.
 Use a dramatic re-telling e.g. in the Lion Story teller Bible by
Bob Hartman.
The Parable of the Pearl and Anthony de Mello’s story of true

www.google.co.uk
www.nationalgallery.org.uk
Lion Storyteller Bible by Bob Hartman

sensitively to
parables and
relate their own
reactions to them
Expected –
Can ask
important
questions about
the Kingdom of
God and compare
own ideas with
those of others
Above
Expectations –
Can apply ideas
from parables to
own life and the
ideas of others
today

riches.
The parable of the pearl can be found in Matthew 13: 45 -46. The
Anthony de Mello story is in Appendix 2
Using Godly Play /Lion Storyteller Bible account ask children to think
about what it tells us about what was important to Jesus.
Read the Dreaming of True Riches story and ask children in pairs to
discuss things that are precious to them what they would like and
what they wouldn’t want to give up. Bring ideas to the rest of the class
and then create a collage for class display, with the title What is
precious to me
The parable of the Lost Son.
Find this parable in Luke 15: 11-32.
Watch the video clip and then do a hot seating activity with the father
in the hot seat. The rest of the class ask him questions about his
actions and attitudes to both sons.
Ask the children to think about an occasion when they needed
forgiveness for something
Unpack this doing a fortune Line in groups each following a different
Character in the story. i.e. The Father, The Younger Son, The Elder
brother,

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zsmpvcw
see information about using Fortune Lines in
Appendix 3

Mark 4 30
Luke 13 18

Write a Diary for the character you are following.
Investigate : What was Jesus trying to say to people in this parable?
Hot seat the Characters: Write some questions you would like to ask
each person in the story. Role-play their responses.
Which character in the story do you like most and why?
Which Character in the story are you most like?
Which Character in the story represents God?
If the father is God who do you think the younger son represents?
Who does the older brother represents?
What do they think is the main message of the story?
Concepts; Each group to write a list of 5 words that sum up the story
Once the children have reflected on the story, ask them to think about
what it tells us about what was important to Jesus.
The Parable of the Mustard Seed
Ask the children how big things can grow from small beginnings and

Look at the school mission statement to find out how
the school community intends to grow as a church
school

Lion Storyteller Bible page 90

‘Wanted, a shepherd’ template
See John 10v11-16 for Jesus the good shepherd

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

create a list on the whiteboard e.g. acorn grows into an oak tree, a
spring becomes a river
What makes a plant grow water, sun, good soil
In the parable of the mustard seed, Jesus talks about the Kingdom of
God needing the right conditions to grow.
Consider what helps a community to grow & be strong enough to
provide protection & safety for all its members – link to the growth of
the school community – Create a tree with leaves marked with such
words as honesty, kindness, etc. How do Christians today “grow” their
communities. Interview a member of the clergy or church member to
discuss this.
The Lost Sheep
Talk about experiences of being lost and/or isolated from a group.
Create a dance/drama that explores these feelings and/or explore
children’s personal experiences.
Read the story of the Lost Sheep from
Explore the role of a shepherd in the time of Jesus, see Appendix 4
In pairs, using this information, ask children to draw up a job advert for
a shepherd. What qualities would he need? What would he need to
wear, carry with him?
Think about why Jesus told this story – children share ideas
Christians believe that this is a “picture” of God’s love for everyone.
Jesus describes himself as the Good Shepherd who seeks those who
are “lost”.
Ask children to read Psalm 23 (Appendix 5) and create their own
picture to describe what this means to them.
Create a Wordle using some words which summarise some of Jesus’ teachings about the Kingdom of God
Re-write either the Parable of the Good Samaritan or The Parable of the Great Pearl in a modern day setting
Make a diamond shaped poster to illustrate how Christians perceive the relevance of Jesus’ teachings about the Kingdom of God to their lives

Crosscurricular
ideas

Literacy – discussion, drama, descriptive writing, questioning
Science – growing living things
Art – interpretation of paintings, creating own artwork

Appendix 1
Jerome Berryman in his Complete Guide to Godly Play Volume 3, gives the following introduction to the parables of Jesus scripts:

There was once a man who did such amazing things and said such wonderful things that people followed him.
As they followed him, they heard him speaking about a kingdom. The kingdom was not like the one they were
in. It was not like one that anyone has ever visited. It was not like any kingdom that anyone had ever even
heard about. So they had to ask him, “What is the kingdom of God like?”
One day when they asked him that, he said, “The kingdom of God is like ..........(then Jesus tells the parable)

Appendix 2
Dreaming of true riches by Anthony de Mello
The richest man in the village dreams one night. He sees himself walking out on the road to the south of his village, the very next day at
sundown, and meeting a traveller, a nun. He stops the traveller, and asks her ‘do you have something for me?’ She smiles: ‘Yes! I knew
someone would ask me that this afternoon. God told me to give you this rock.’ From her backpack, she draws a huge diamond, hands it to the
man, and walks lightly by. He stares at the ‘rock’. It is a huge, flawless, perfect diamond. Stunned, he carries it home, unable to believe his
fortune, knowing that it is worth a million. When he wakes up next morning, he can’t forget his dream. He wonders if it was sent to him by God
to make him richer. He thinks about it all day. At sundown, he takes the road south, feeling a bit foolish. But unbelievably he sees the nun,
stops her, they talk and she gives him a rock: the dream comes true. It is a huge, flawless, perfect diamond. The nun walks on. The rich man
goes home bursting with delight at his acquisition, thrilled at the massive wealth effortlessly acquired. But that night he can’t sleep at all. He
turns and tosses, but spends all night awake. His troubling sense of unease deepens as the darkness gives way to dawn. Next morning, he
takes the road north, and hurries for many miles all day, looking ahead to see if he can find the nun again. At last he sees the wandering nun.
He catches up, stops her and falls on his knees. ‘Please’ he asks ‘give me whatever it is that you’ve found that made you able to hand
over that diamond so easily.’
www.retoday.org.uk p.21 in Moving on Up

Appendix 3

Fortune Lines’
‘Fortune Lines’ allow pupils to think about what happens to a person
over the course of time. After reading the story of the Lost Son, give pupils statements from the story about the younger son on
small pieces of card. The pupils then discuss with a partner or as part of a small group the sequence of the statements and then
relate these pieces of information to a graph of how the character feels at different points in the story. They draw a line (the
‘Fortune Line’) to show changes in the character’s fortune over the course of the story. The task can be repeated for the older son
to show how the 2 sons ‘fortunes’ relate to each other.

Appendix 4

Shepherds in the time of Jesus
A shepherd’s life was not easy. Shepherds spent most of their time outside watching over the herd, no matter what the weather. They often
slept near their flock to protect it from robbers or wild animals. The shepherd’s tools and weapons were a rod, a staff, and a sling. Each night,
the shepherds would gather their flocks into places called “sheepfolds.” These could be stone walls made by the shepherds or natural
enclosures, such as a cave. Shepherds used their rod to help count their animals each evening when they brought them into the fold and again
in the morning when they left for the pastures.

Taken from:
http://bibleresources.americanbible.org/resource/how-people-made-a-living-in-the-time-of-jesus

Appendix 5
Psalm 23New International Reader's Version (NIRV)
1 The

LORD is my shepherd. He gives me everything I need.
He lets me lie down in fields of green grass.
He leads me beside quiet waters.
3
He gives me new strength.
He guides me in the right paths
for the honour of his name.
4 Even though I walk
through the darkest valley,
I will not be afraid.
You are with me.
Your shepherd’s rod and staff
comfort me.
2

5 You

prepare a feast for me
right in front of my enemies.
You pour oil on my head.
My cup runs over.
6 I am sure that your goodness and love will follow me
all the days of my life.
And I will live in the house of the LORD
forever

Carlisle Diocese: How do Christians prepare for Easter? (focus on Lent)

Year 4

Key questions – What does the term Lent mean? Why was Jesus tempted in the wilderness and what do Christians learn about this for
their lives? What does it mean for Christians that Jesus was a servant as well as a king?
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Forms of
expression
Towards
Expectations –
.Can identify what
some Christian
signs and
symbols there are
for Lent and
Easter
Expected –
Can use religious
words to describe
some of the
different ways in
which people
show their beliefs
about Lent and
Easter
Above
Expectations –
Can express
Christian beliefs,
ideas and feelings
in a range of
styles and words
used by Christian
believers for Lent
and Easter, and
suggest what they

Christian
Values
Humility
Service
Trust
Compassion
Love

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas:
Starter: What are your favourite colours and why? – e.g. football team
colours, special occasions
For Christians there are different colours in the church year which
celebrate the life of Jesus - Purple in church year means preparation –
Lent is the time of preparation before Easter
Preparation by Christians for Lent:
Shrove Tuesday is the day before Lent begins – children research
why pancakes are a traditional food for this day, using
http://www.reonline.org.uk/specials/lent/index.html
Ash Wednesday – is the beginning of Lent with ashes as sign of
forgiveness for Christians about things they have done wrong. Use
http://www.reonline.org.uk/specials/lent/index.html . Ask children to
discuss the activities for Ash Wednesday
Jesus’ temptations in the Wilderness
Christians use this story from Matthew 4 v 1-11 as a reminder to them
that Lent is a time to seek God, maybe fast or to give something up.
They could also make a money box as in
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/pdfs/barnabasreday_supportmat
erial_easter_2.pdf to collect their own money to give away to charity.
Tell a reflective story, using props, encouraging children to think
about Jesus; responses to the temptations and to wonder about his
teaching about creating his kingdom rather than the kingdoms of the
world.
Alternatively, look at a piece of artwork about the temptations of Jesus
and encourage children to comment on three things they can see in
the picture and two questions they would like to ask.

Resources
http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/06/09/churchcolours/
http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/06/05/lent/ gives an
overview of Lent in the Christian church and gives
some questions for children to discuss
http://resources.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/customs/lent.html gives an
overview of Lent in the Christian church

http://www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/lent-story-ofjesus-temptations-reflective-story/ story of Jesus’
temptations
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/pdfs/barnabasr
eday_supportmaterial_easter_8.pdf an example of
some modern artwork

mean
AT2: Values and
commitments
Towards
Expectations –
Can talk about
what is important
to me and to
others with
respect for their
feelings
Expected –
Links things that
are important to
me and to other
people with the
way I think and
behave
Above
Expectations –
Ask questions
and apply ideas
about the
decisions I and
others make, with
reference to
beliefs about Lent
and Easter

Holy Week
Maundy (Holy) Thursday and the Last Supper
The Last Supper – link with the Eucharist (see unit of work in Autumn
term about thanksgiving)
Re-enactment and hot seating activity with one of the disciples
present (not Judas Iscariot)
Jesus washing his disciples feet John 13v 1-12
Discuss what this signifies ie serving one another. Ask children how
they could serve others? Create their own poster to illustrate this
The Stations of the Cross tell the story of the death of Jesus. They
are particularly important to Catholic Christians. Ask children to look
at pictures of these and then make their own artwork to show some
part of the death of Jesus - or work in a group to produce a series of
pictures which could be used for display. You could put beside those
pictures examples of how you may be cared for and loved.
Final events:
Recap the main events of Holy Week using the video clip from You
Tube. Then ask the children to create a timeline for the different
events of the last week . By each event record the emotions or
questions from different groups of people e.g.
The crowd on Palm Sunday
The Jewish leaders on Palm Sunday
The disciples at the Lat Supper
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane
The disciples at Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion and then his resurrection

http://resources.woodlandsjunior.kent.sch.uk/customs/easter/maundythursday.ht
m
http://www.reonline.org.uk/specials/lent/index.html
has some good classroom activities for both Maundy
(Holy)Thursday and Good Friday
http://www.loyolapress.com/assets/lp/stations-of-thecross-powerpoint.swf This powerpoint presentation
gives a series of pictures of the Stations of the Cross
and commentary, adapted for use with children
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GjlSepH0nw
Events of Holy Week
http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/06/10/holy-weekand-easter-3/ summarises the events of Holy Week,
ending with the resurrection of Jesus on Easter
Sunday

Further useful resources:
http://www.churchschoolseast.org.uk/documents/Top
TwentyIdeasforteachingLentandEaster.pdf A very
useful resource for different ideas of activities to do
for Lent and Easter

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Use a large cross template for children to record their reactions to different aspects of Lent for Christians
Write a Kenning about the attributes of Jesus leading up to his death and resurrection
Make a powerpoint presentation which explains significant times at Lent and Easter for Christians

Crosscurricular
ideas

Art – interpreting works of art, composing own paintings/drawings
Literacy – drama, speaking and listening, descriptive/imaginative writing
DT making a charity money tin for Lent
IT research different aspects of Lent and Easter

Carlisle Diocese: Why are places of worship important for different religious believers? Year 5
(include diversity within and between religions)
Key questions – What feelings do we assign to special places? What is important to you about a special place? What are our special religious
places? - It doesn’t have to be a church (prayer space in school). What do religious places of worship look like? What are their similarities and
differences? Why do some people have a place of worship in their house? Do we need places of worship as separate buildings?

Learning
Intentions
AT1: Practices
and ways of
life.
Towards
expectations:
describe some
of the things
which are the
same for
religious people
about their
places of
worship
Expected: use
the right
religious words
to describe and
compare what
practices and
experiences
may be involved
in belonging to
different sacred
places
Above

Christian
Values
Reverence
Friendship
Peace
Wisdom
Humility

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Activity Ideas:
Secret Messages that places give you.
How do you feel when you visit Stonehenge? A supermarket?
Holiday destination? Football stadium?
Look a various pictures and ascribe feelings to these places- where in
your world do you feel most valued? Small and insignificant?
Peaceful? Do we need to do anything to preserve these places?
Create a display of special places with notes from the children as to
why they are special - Types of response: ‘awe and wonder, peace,
safety, a sense of the place having endured centuries of history so it
gives me strength because it feels as if it will here long after I am
gone’.
Create a display of the discussed places and add the children’s ideas
on cards.
A Study of Religious Buildings:
Work in groups to study the following religious places of worship:

http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/05/28/specialplaces/
gives a simple stimulus for this activity

http://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/ks2-religiouseducation-places-of-worship gives downloadable
resources on different religious places of worship
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/places-ofworship-powerpoint-6059960 gives an outline of
Sikh, Christian, Hindu and Muslim places of worship
http://request.org.uk/restart/2014/12/30/inside-achurch/
This gives details of different parts of a church –
could be used as a basis for a powerpoint
presentation

expectations:
describe how
people belong
to Christianity
and explain how
similarities and
differences
within
Christianity and
between
religions can
make a
difference to the
lives of
individuals and
communities

AT2: Values
and
commitments.
Towards
Expectations –
Can talk about
special places
in relation to
myself and to
others, with
respect for their
feelings
Expected –
Link how my
ideas about
places of
worship and
those of others
affect thinking

Church, Gurdwara, Synagogue, Mandir, Mosque, Buddhist temple.
Create a common framework of headings which pupils can use to
create a powerpoint presentation of four slides to present to the class.
Give enough time for this to be created and practiced. Examples of
headings: Place of worship uses, Holy book, meeting area, worship.

http://request.org.uk/restart/2015/06/04/learn-aboutgoing-to-church/
http://request.org.uk/restart/2015/01/12/tour-of-achurch/

Now try to display the slides so that they compare vital information
about the similarities and differences between the religions covered.
Alternatively, a visit to a place of worship and photographs taken by
pupils is another way of doing this, with explanation of each one and
how different parts/artefacts are used by believers
How can we ‘belong’ to Christianity? Do Christians need
churches?

http://request.org.uk/restart

Look at the attached website which makes pupils question their ideas
of the Christian church.The second website provides a comprehensive
tour of a church.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b05pc1c9
My life, My religion clip

Interview a Christian - how do they feel part of the local Christian
community, national community and global Christianity? Develop
further links with global Christianity through finding a Christian school
in another country to send information about pupils in the class to and
they in turn could send the same back. You could also carry out some
research into charitable Christian causes abroad and how the children
could help - cake sales or making items to sell. This would lead to a
greater understanding of global Christianity and a greater sense of
belonging to this.
Debate: Does every Christian need to attend the same type of
Church?
The website provided gives a starting point for a first session
researching this question; you will find information relating to worship
in a Methodist Chapel, a Welsh Chapel, an Orthodox Church and
Cathedral Worship amongst other forms. This will hopefully stimulate

and behaviour
Above
Expectations –
Can apply ideas
about places of
worship and
suggest how
these might
affect decisions
made by
believers to live
their lives
Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Crosscurricular
ideas

a series of questions or lines of inquiry which the children would
discuss in small groups. Choose a question to debate. P4C.
How can believers belong to Islam?
Watch the clip from ‘My life, My religion’. What does belonging to
Islam mean? How does this link with visiting a mosque? Could a
Muslim still be a Muslim without visiting a mosque?
Who has a ‘place of worship’ in their own home? Research different
religions - some of these may have been covered in the powerpoint
presentation research task- where a room or an area is given over to
a shrine. How is this used as a place of worship?
Design your own ‘place of worship’ room for your house. Would you have a prayer board outside for prayer requests? Are there stipulations
about what people wear in the worship room? Use the ‘room styler’ IT tool for pupils to create their own worship room. They could alternatively
create one for school. Create a display board.
http://roomstyler.com/3dplanner
Imagine you are a guide to a place of worship (choose any religion you have studied) and you are giving s tour to someone who does not know
the significance of this place. Write about what you would tell them and why
Room design task and 3D shapes in Numeracy.
Powerpoint presentations for places of worship and IT.
‘Room Styler’ programme and IT.
Literacy – explanation writing
Outdoor learning – visiting a place of wroship

Carlisle Diocese:
How was the crucifixion of Jesus a sacrifice - what does this mean for Christians today?
(Who was responsible for the death of Jesus?)
Year 5
Key questions – What was the crucifixion? What is a sacrifice? Who was responsible for Jesus’ death? What do Christians know of the
crucifixion? How do Christians perceive the death of Jesus? What does the death of Jesus mean to Christians today?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Resources
Intentions
Values
AT1 beliefs,
teachings and
Sources
Towards
Expectations –
Describe what a
believer might
learn from the
crucifixion.
Expected –
Make links that
connect some of
the sayings of
Jesus to his
crucifixion and
show how they
are connected to
believers’ lives.
Above
Expectations –
Suggest reasons
for the similar and
different views
which people hold
about the death of
Jesus, using
biblical and other
texts to illustrate
possible answers.

Humility
Forgiveness
Service
Justice
Endurance
Love

Activity Ideas:
In pairs children discuss what the children already know about the
crucifixion of Jesus – use a picture stimulus as a starting point
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-M8Yesnt1V8
Watch the You tube Lego animation of the Crucifixion. Use Lego
people to act out scenes - pupils improvise what characters say in
small groups and then perform to class.
Role play/visualisation activity
Darken the classroom. Now tell the children that when you light the
candle, you are going to take them on a journey back in time to the
time of Jesus. Discuss the dust, food smells along the road, the
shouts and the clothing people wore. Talk about how their friend has
been captured and they know it is unfair but that there are only twelve
of this person’s friends and many people who want their friend
captured. Drop your voice to a whisper as you explain that people are
looking out for them as friends of this man Jesus and you know that
they are listening to conversations and that you may have been seen
with Jesus before and they might remember. Explain that it is safer to
remain secret for now because you are worried about your friends and
family and that they may be attacked. Ask the children if anyone was
questioned by people nearby about whether they knew Jesus? How
did they feel; what did they say? Was anyone afraid? Of what? What

Lyrics for Jesus Christ Superstar available:
http://www.metrolyrics.com/trial-before-pilate-lyricsjesus-christ-superstar.html

AT2: Identity
and Belonging.

should we do next? Should we hide away until everything quietens
down? Did anyone say that they hadn’t ever known Jesus? Why?
Use Conscience Alley activity to role play this..

Towards
Expectations –

Is Judas Iscariot Responsible for Jesus’ Death?

Can compare
some of the
things that
influence me with
those that
influence others.
Expected –
Can talk about
ideas which have
inspired and
influenced myself
and others
Above
Expectations –
Can give my own
and others’ views
on questions
about who we are
and where we
belong and on the
challenges of
belonging to a
religion and
explain what
inspires and
influences me.

Take a ‘hands up’ poll of pupil responses to this question, then
organise the following:
Music and Lyric study from ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’:
Suggested songs: Trial Before Pilate; Pilate’s Dream; Damned For All
Time; Jesus Must Die.

There are son ideas for running a mock trial here:
http://www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/lib_res_pdf/0
122.pdf

Annotate some of the lyrics;
Create a poster or collage of compelling words and pertinent ideas;
share in small groups with class. You could create a ranking order for
their importance.
Study the characters involved in Jesus’ trial:
Judas Iscariot, Pontius Pilot, Herod, Anna the former High Priest,
Caiaphas the current High Priest and the Sanhedrin (or ancient
Jewish court).
Leave an evidence trail around the classroom made up of Bible
verses - predictions of Jesus’ death from the Old and New Testament
as well as extracts from the lead up to his crucifixion.
Set up a mock trial with pupils playing the roles of witness and those
on trial. A method of organisation is outlined on the attached website.
Create a ‘Responsibility Pie’ - literally a pie shape where pupils have
to assign a slice of pie to each person they decide should be on trial
for Jesus’ death. Decide on the size of the slice of pie which they get

http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mww94

according to the level of guilt you feel they carry. Display pies. If
time, pupils could justify the slice of pie they’ve assigned either in a
written form or verbally.
Ask children to imagine that they were different characters in the
events leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion and record each one’s
feelings/emotions words in speech bubbles for each character.
Compare these statements to what the Bible teaches about the
sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross see Appendix 1
What does the Bible say about the death of Jesus?
Use the Bible references in Appendix 1. Then have a class
discussion on:
What sort of personality traits do we ascribe to someone who dies for
others?
Create a class list.
How is the Crucifixion perceived by Christians today?
Watch the clip of two Christian children talking about Easter.
Create your own DVD video clips of the class in groups talking about
their beliefs about the crucifixion
Christian music about the crucifixion of Jesus:
In Christianity there are many hymns and songs that talk about the
significance of Jesus’ death on the Cross for them. See Appendix 2
for two examples. Children discuss in pairs what this shows them
about how Christians should live their lives because of the crucifixion
of Jesus
Picturing the crucifixion

http://www.jesusstory.net/painting_crucifixion.htm there are lots
of examples of pictures of the crucifixion here

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Crosscurricular
ideas






Focus on a picture of the crucifixion. Ask children to study it and then
come up with different phrases which describe for them the sacrifice
of Jesus.
Was Jesus’ Crucifixion a sacrifice for Christians?
Each child write a comment on a clip of paper to be slotted into a box anonymously. Choose children to read out comments.
What does the Crucifixion mean for Christians today?- written account using reasoning and references
Create a display using Lego as for first session; this time, add sticky notes or anonymous captions about what it means for pupils.

Mock trials; British justice system (link with British Values)
Art - study of paintings of crucifixion, collage work
Literacy – role play, analytical writing
Music- listening to and interpreting lyrics

Appendix 1

John 15:13, "Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's life for his friends."

"As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up [signifying His crucifixion]. . . . For God
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved" (John 3:14, 17)

Jesus was, as described by John the Baptist, "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29)

Appendix 2

When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.
Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.
See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

There is a green hill far away,
outside a city wall,
where our dear Lord was crucified
who died to save us all.
We may not know, we cannot tell,
what pains he had to bear,
but we believe it was for us
he hung and suffered there.
He died that we might be forgiven,
he died to make us good,
that we might go at last to heaven,
saved by his precious blood.
There was no other good enough
to pay the price of sin,
he only could unlock the gate
of heaven and let us in.
O dearly, dearly has he loved!
And we must love him too,
and trust in his redeeming blood,
and try his works to do.

Carlisle Diocese:

What does it mean to be a Muslim in British society today?

Year 6

Key questions – What are fey values for Muslims? What do the 5 pillars of Islam teach Muslims? What are the differences between a
holiday and a pilgrimage?
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Practices
and ways of life
Towards
Expectations –
Can describe how
Muslims in Britain
practise their
beliefs and fulfil
the Five Pillars of
Islam
Expected –
Can use the right
religious
vocabulary to
show
understanding of
how the Five
Pillars give
strength and
shape to Muslim
life
Above
Expectations –
Explain how
similarities and
differences
between Muslims
and Christians,
can make a
difference to

Christian
Values
Service
Humility

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas:
Several of the following activities relate to different video clips about a
young Muslim girl in Britain today. However, teachers could use other
resources they have in school about Islam if they so wish
Introductory activity about Sara
While watching this clip pupils could note six facts about Sara in a
bubble diagram, with a picture of Sara in the middle. Afterwards they
could create another bubble diagram for themselves: ‘Six things about
me.’ Discuss similarities and differences between Sara and yourself
Muslim dress
Not all Muslim girls living in Britain today choose to wear the hijab but
consider the reasons why many choose to do so. Children could
watch the clip carefully and consider why Sara has chosen to start
wearing hijab. She says herself it is from respect for Allah and her
religion. Appendix 1 shows 7 ways in which Muslims show respect
for their religion. Print these out onto cards and ask pupils to look at
them, and discuss what might be the right order for them. This opens
up the idea of hijab as a sign of respect.
The Five Pillars of Islam
Pupils in teams of 5 (one pupil for each Pillar) could create a page
with between 6 and 12 facts on it about each of the 5 Pillars. In the
video clip What is Islam? Sara explains the importance of them for
her. Other sources can also be used to gather information – including
Muslim people if possible. Make information sheets about each pillar
and then turn them into questions and run an inter-team quiz about
the 5 Pillars around the class.
REtoday has produced a booklet Opening Up Islam which contains 40

Resources
Meet Sara, 11 year old Muslim girl
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztprk7h

The Hijab
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z82yg82

What is Islam?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztgw2p3

REtoday Opening Up Islam (2010)

http://www.thebcom.org/ourwork/interfaith/116-

individual lives
and communities

quotations from Muslims in Britain aged from 7-14 (p. 26-28). Print out
for children to sort into groups which relate to the Five Pillars
Children reflect and discuss their own intentions for their lives and
what they believe, what they want to try to do, how they would chose
to be generous, what they want to do next year, one hope for their
lifetime. This could be done in a pictorial or written form.
Visit a Mosque with pupils/have a Muslim visitor in school/ do a virtual
tour Before you go ask the children to prepare some questions to ask
about being a Muslim in Britain today e.g. how are people called to
prayer? Does every Muslim leave work/school to go to the Mosque on
Friday? Is a mosque in Britain different from mosques in other parts of
the world? After the visit ask pupils to record their thoughts about the
visit and create a class display about how they felt and 3 things they
learnt.
Hajj
Pupils imagine they can visit one place on earth, wherever they
choose, to help them to be a better human being. Where would they
go, and why? If this trip was granted to them, then how would they
plan? Ask them to make a 5 point plan for their spiritual journey
including who would go, how they would travel, what they would take,
what they would do when they got there and what they would think
about. Afterwards the clip could be shown and in pairs pupils could
make a 5 point plan for a Muslim in Britain who wants to go to Makkah
using the same prompts as they used for their own journey. They
could then compare the Hajj (which attracts millions of people every
year) with their journey (which is just imaginary). List and explain
similarities and differences?

AT2: Identity
and belonging
Towards
Expectations –
Can compare
some of the
things that
influence me with
those that
influence other
people
Expected –
Can ask
questions about
who I am and
where I belong
and refer to the
beliefs of Muslims
which sustain
them
Above
Expectations –
Express views
about what it may
be like to be a
Muslim in Britain
today and what
impresses you
about this
religious identity
and community

Suggested



Assessment
opportunities





virtual-mosque-tour.html

Hajj
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z8jpycw

Children devise their own true and false statements about Islam from what they have learnt. (Appendix 2 has some examples for
reference)
Make your own poster which explains the different ways in which Muslims express respect in their lives.
Write an information guide which explains the different features of a mosque and their significance for Muslims
Write a letter to Sara thanking her for sharing with you some of her ideas about being a Muslim in Britain today. Tell her three things you
have learnt/admire about what she has said and one or 2 questions you would like to ask her.

Crosscurricular
ideas

Literacy –speaking and listening, writing in different genres
Outdoor learning – visit to a Mosque
IT – internet research, virtual tour of a Mosque
Geography – map skills locating Saudi Arabia and Makkah, tracing the journey from Britain

Appendix 1
Seven ways in which Muslims show respect in their religion
:

1. Washing before prayer is a sign of respect to Allah
2. Never putting the Koran on the floor shows respect for the holy book
3. Learning Arabic and memorising chapters of the Koran gives respect to the words of Allah
4. Saying ‘Peace be Upon Him’ when you mention the Prophet’s name is respectful
5. Wearing Hijab puts the teaching about dressing modestly into action.
6. Trying to follow the Prophet’s example in ways of living and dressing honours his memory
7. Bowing your forehead to the ground when you pray shows you submit to Allah, who is mighty, recognising we
are only human.

True

False

Muslims face Mecca when they pray.

Muslims face the city where they were born when they pray.

Muslims pray in their own homes as well as
the Mosque

Muslims only pray in the Mosque

Many Muslim women in Britain choose to
wear hijab

All Muslim women must cover their face and head.

A Muslim should try and undertake Hajj once
in a lifetime

It is a Muslim’s responsibility to undertake Hajj once a year

The Five Pillars of Islam are the way Muslims
put their beliefs into action

Muslims need not follow the Five Pillars of Islam

Islam has the second largest number of
followers in the world

There are more Muslims in the world than any other religion

Appendix 2

Carlisle Diocese:

How is the resurrection portrayed as central to Christian belief? Year 6

Key questions – What does the word resurrection mean? How is the resurrection important to the way Christians live their lives? What
do other faiths believe about life after death? What is heaven like?
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Beliefs,
teachings and
sources
Towards
Expectations –
Describe the
importance of
the resurrection
to Christian
teaching
.Expected –
Show
understanding
of how the
Christian belief
about the
resurrection
connects to how
believers live
now and what
happens after
death.
Above
Expectations –
Can compare
the Christian
view of the
resurrection

Christian
Values
Hope
Trust
Love
Humility

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Activity Ideas:
Starter activity: What happens to people when they die? Discuss in
pairs - make a list of suggestions from the whole class – decide which
are most likely and which most unlikely.
Ask children to think about plant life – seed falls into the ground and
dies – but what grows from it? – is this really death or something else
– link with science work on living things
What does the word resurrection mean? Draw up a list of the
children’s ideas
The resurrection of Jesus is central to Christian belief. Read the
gospel accounts about the empty tomb. How do you think different
characters reacted/felt at the time? Record by drawing one or two of
the characters with thought/speech bubbles. Read out the different
ideas or create a classroom display
Show the video clip of the resurrection of Aslan from The Lion, the
Witch and the Wardrobe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w0u90NYqTCk or read Chapter
15 in the book by C.S. Lewis (see Appendix 1for a summary of the
chapter)
This is regarded as an allegory of the death and resurrection of Jesus.
Discuss the similarities between this story and the Miracle Maker DVD
clip found at www.youtube.com/watch?v=zc2NtYSI7oE
What is the message for Christians? – create a poster which
describes this.
Watch the video from www.request.org.uk about evidence for the
resurrection of Jesus. Research how the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Justin Welby, views how the resurrection of Jesus affects his life
www.christian.org.uk/news/justin-welby-why-i-am-a-christian .

Resources

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2/science/living_thing
s/life_cycles/read/2/ gives a useful summary of the
plant life cycle

Biblical accounts of the resurrection: Matthew 28;110, Mark 16: 1-8, Luke 24:1-12, John 20: 1-18
http://re.hias.hants.gov.uk/course/view.php?id=47
has this activity with some sample ideas from
children

Evidence for the resurrection of Jesus:
http://request.org.uk/jesus/death-andresurrection/what-happened-to-the-body/
http://request.org.uk/life/rites-of-passage/christianfuneral-videos/ explains Christian funerals
REtoday: Exploring the journey of life and death
p.26-28 has ideas of activities for this and 24
statements from young people of different faiths
about what happens after death

with other faith
beliefs in
reincarnation,
using Biblical
and other texts
to explain this.
AT2: Meaning,
purpose and
truth
Towards
Expectations –
Ask important
questions about
the resurrection
and compare
my ideas with
those of other
people
Expected –
Write some
questions about
life after death
and provide
answers that
refer to
resurrection and
reincarnation
Above
Expectations Can ask
questions about
what is ‘true’
and which
relates to your
own personal
search for
meaning in life

Discuss how this might influence the lives of Christians today.
Not all religions believe in resurrection (return to life as self) – what do
other faiths teach? – draw on prior knowledge from religions studied –
in particular Buddhist, Hindu and Sikh beliefs about reincarnation
(being reborn as something else)
Research the different ways religions conduct funerals which reflect
their beliefs. Pupils draw up a list of statements which show what
different religions believe about life and death
Ask children: What do you think happens after death? Is death the
end? Share ideas and use the Spirited Arts section of the NATRE
website to show some examples of other children’s work. Then paint
their own picture to show symbolically ideas of “After Death”. Write a
brief explanation to explain the picture.
Steve Turner’s poem ‘Heaven’ may also be useful for one
interpretation
Appendix 2 contains some statements about death. If people believe
in the resurrection, how might this affect their beliefs about life after
death? If people believe in life after death, how might this affect how
they live? Debate: People who believe in an after- life are likely to
behave better in their earthly lives. Teacher to facilitate this and
encourage exploration of a range of ideas.

http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spiritedarts/art-in-heaven/2014
Steve Turner’s poem Heaven can be found at
http://www.rejesus.co.uk/site/module/steve_turners_p
oems/P10/ or in one of his books Poems pub. Lion

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities





Crosscurricular
ideas

A Hindu/Buddhist/Sikh sends you an email asking you to explain the differences between the Christian belief of resurrection rather than
their beliefs about reincarnation. How would you respond to this in an email reply?
You are a reporter in the time of Jesus, interviewing individuals about the empty tombs and the sightings of the resurrected Jesus. How
would you include the differing viewpoints for The Jerusalem Times?
Look again at the statements in Appendix 2. Children identify which they think Christians would believe and give reasons for the choice.
Then choose which one/s most closely corresponds to their own ideas and explain reasons for their choice

Science –link with work on plant life and living things units of work
Literacy – speaking and listening, discussion/debate, report writing
Art – poster, painting of what happens after death from individual pupil perceptions
IT – internet research, email

Appendix 1

A summary of Chapter 15 from The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis

Deeper Magic from Before the Dawn of Time
Immediately following Aslan’s murder, the Witch's forces leave to prepare for battle. Aslan's dead body remains on the Stone Table.
Susan and Lucy come out from their hiding spot and cry over his body. Shamed and humiliated, the girls are unable to face Aslan.
Susan and Lucy manage to remove the muzzle from Aslan, but they are unable to untie the cords around his body. Susan and Lucy
spend the rest of the night in a miserable daze, and cry until they cannot cry any longer.
"At that moment they heard from behind them a loud noise—a great cracking, deafening noise as if a giant had broken a giant's
plate.... The Stone Table was broken into two pieces by a great crack that ran down it from end to end; and there was no Aslan."
Eventually Susan and Lucy return to Aslan's body and see mice scampering over him. Susan raises a hand to scare them away
when Lucy notices that they are actually nibbling at the cords and trying to untie him. The mice leave as dawn arrives, and Susan
and Lucy walk around aimlessly as the sky brightens. The girls look at Cair Paravel when the first ray of gold breaks out over the
horizon. At that moment, Susan and Lucy hear a deafening crack. They whirl around and see that the Stone Table has broken in
half. Aslan has disappeared. Lucy asks if this is more magic, and a voice behind her answers that it is, indeed, more magic. Susan
and Lucy whirl around again and see Aslan, alive. Susan and Lucy rush to Aslan, and Susan asks him if Aslan is a ghost. Aslan
alleviates their fears with one warm breath. To answer their question, Aslan explains that the Witch was right, that the Deep Magic
had decreed that all traitors' lives are forfeited to the Witch. If the Witch had looked back before the dawn of time, she would have
learned that when a willing, innocent victim is killed by a traitor, the Stone Table will crack and death will be reversed. Elated by this
revelation, Aslan leads Susan and Lucy on a wild romp through Narnia with them riding on his back.

. www.sparksnotes.com

Appendix 2

Jesus wasn’t really dead when he was taken off the cross.
Jesus could have saved himself if he wanted to.
I believe that Jesus was a good man and a talented teacher, but I don’t believe that he rose from the dead.
Jesus rose from the dead because some magic power from the cross helped him.
Jesus was God’s son and he triumphed over death.
Jesus died and his followers couldn’t accept he was dead so they made up stories that he was still alive. Then
everyone started believing them.
I have faith that Jesus rose from the dead but I also have doubts sometimes.
I don’t know whether Jesus rose from the dead but I try to live my life according to his teachings.
I believe that everyone will be with Jesus when they die.

www.re.hias.gov.uk/course/viewphp?id=47

Carlisle Diocese: What do Old Testament stories teach about God?

Year 3

Key questions – What kinds of characteristics of God are shown in different Old Testament stories? How do characters in these stories
react to God? Which do you think are the most important features of God that these stories show, and why? How do these stories
compare with what the Qu’ran teaches about Allah?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Resources
Intentions
Values
AT1 Beliefs,
teachings and
practices
Towards
Expectations –
Can tell an Old
Testament story
and say some
things that people
believe about
God
. Expected –
Describe what a
Christian might
learn about God
from an Old
Testament story
Above
Expectations –
Can make links
between
Christian, Jewish
and Muslim
stories about God
and how they
connect to the
lives of believers
AT2: Meaning,
purpose and

Humility
Trust
Love/compassio
n
Forgiveness
Justice

What’s in a name? –starter activity. Discuss with children what their
names mean – can be to do with how to describe people -create a
class list – could research on computers and then see how many
link back to biblical times or are derived from biblical names.
Introduction to the Old Testament – what it is, what it contains some parts shared by Christians, Jews and Muslims in the Bible,
Torah and Qu’ran. These sacred books all describe characteristics
of what God/Yahweh/Allah is like and what this means for believers
See Appendix 1 for further details
Children could use Photo-story on computers to recreate their OT
story in plasticine characters and typed words to music.
Children discuss the different types of books they read and their
purpose e.g information, instruction, pleasure create a list of
examples. Which stories and characters do they like best and why?
In the OT there are many stories about different people and each
one tells Christians/Jews/Muslims something about the character of
God.
Split children into groups to read different OT stories and
spidergram how the characters reacted to God in each and why
they might have reacted how they did, justifying their responses.
Each group present their story and thoughts to the rest of the class
who should formulate a question to ask each group about their story
and what it teaches Christians.
Stories from the Bible

www.freebibleimages.org/stories gives ppt. images and story
outline for many OT stories
Story of Abraham – God of trust and friendship

Book of baby names to check meanings or websites
such as http://zelo.com/
How did the Old Testament get its name?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zxkq6sg
The content of the Old Testament
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zpjxn39
http://request.org.uk/restart in the stories section you
can find stories about Abraham, Moses, Elijah,
Jonah, Joseph, David
Lion Storyteller Bible:
God’s Friend –the call of Abraham
A Long Journey – Moses leading his people through
the wilderness
Elijah and the Ravens
Jonah the Groaner
Joseph the Dreamer, the Prisoner, the Ruler
David the Giant-Killer
Godly Play Volume 2 by Jerome Berryman

truth
Towards
Expectations –
Talk about some
things we can
learn from stories
and make people
ask questions
Expected –
Can ask
important
questions about
God and compare
my ideas with
those of other
people
Above
Expectations –
Write some
questions to ask
about the nature
of God and give
some answers
that may be given
by different
religious believers

Moses – God the provider and law- giver
Joseph – God of faithfulness
David – God of strength and protection
Elijah – God of justice
Jonah – God of love and forgiveness
Compare what the OT tells about God in comparison with stories
from the Quran about Allah
The Valley of Ants in appendix 2 story from the Quran -Allah as the
Creator and the Merciful to all
The sleepers in the Cave –Allah as the life giver and provider,
trustworthy
http://www.kids.farhathashmi.com/01-WeLoveAllah/sleepers.swf
For all these stories there can be a mixture of telling, re-enactment
and questions – to explore children’s own ideas
http://request.org.uk/restar and Godly Play materials are good
sources of information for this
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z7cd2hv Stories from the Old
Testament - David and Goliath
Use hot seating with the main character and the rest of the class
ask questions about the character or Conscience Alley, particularly
in the case of Jonah and Abraham – should they do what God says
to them or not?
Art work – look at some Old Testament stories told in stained glass
- in small groups children discuss what they show about the
character/s concerned and God’s character. Think about the
colours, the way characters are depicted, expressions, background
etc If the picture could talk what would it tell us? Write a short
passage as if they were the painting.
Alternatively, look at some contemporary works of art depicting OT
stories
Children create their own art work to show their own ideas about
God with a brief explanation as to what they have included and
why. Compare children’s ideas and discuss, particularly from
different religious viewpoints.
Present children with a range of questions about chosen OT story
and use Cam’s Quadrant Appendix 3 to decide which suits which
section. Show range of quality and poorer questions to stimulate
conversation and then children have a go at creating questions
about God for each quadrant. Invite neighbouring class to discuss

Also found in My First Quran by Saniyasnain Khan p.
280-289
Also found in My First Quran by Saniyasnain Khan p.
100-197
https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=old+testament+s
tories+in+stained+glass+windows&biw=1518&bih=69
8&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjFs
9zUs8fKAhXJthQKHZkZB14Q_AUIBigB&dpr=0.9
images in stained glass for Old Testament stories
http://openingthebible.southwark.anglican.org/openin
g-the-bible/opening-the-bible-throughart/contemporary-biblical-paintings gives a catalogue
of contemporary art work connected to different Bible
stories – good for global views of these stories
http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spiritedarts/art-in-heaven/2014/?ThemeID=57 Children’s
interpretations in Art work titled God who are you?

the questions with them to gather their views.
Show images from OT stories chosen to provoke Where is God
questions and ch write questions to say where God could be e.g. Is
God in the gentle breeze, is he at the top of the mountain? Does
God help the grass grow? Is he in Jonah’s heart? Did he help the
whale breathe? They could use these questions to compare their
ideas with their peers or promote discussion with other ages/adults.

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

A piece of annotated art work to express an idea about the nature and particular characteristics of God or Allah
Think about some of the names people use to describe God. – What is your favourite name for God and why? Illustrate with a particular story in
the Old Testament. Can you compare your ideas with those of others? Create a class list with explanations from different pupils
Give children cue cards to discuss in pairs to encourage opinions and comparisons talk such as; God is in the wind, God is our father, In the
story of David and Goliath God was with David. God was with Jonah when the whale swallowed him etc to encourage justifications and opinions
in showing understanding of the stories you shared. Teacher to scribe children’s comments as assessment tool.

Crosscurricular
ideas

Literacy, - reading, speaking and listening, questioning
Art – composing own art work, interpreting art of famous painters
Drama – re-enactment, hot seating Conscience Alley
IT – research skills

Appendix 1:
The Bible
JEHOVAH – Lord
YAHWEH/YHWH – Self-Existent One , no beginning, no end
ELOHIM – God as creator of all things
EL SHADDIA – The Almighty God
JEHOVAH JIREH – The Lord will provide Genesis22:14
JEHOVAH SHALOM – The Lord id Peace Judges 6:24
JEHOVAH ROHI – The Lord is my shepherd Psalm 23

http://www.jewfaq.org/name.htm - guidance about how Jews should treat the names of God
The name of God should be treated with respect
• God has many names in the Bible
• A Name should not be written, so it will not be discarded disrespectfully G_D
The Quran
In Islam the Arabic word for God is Allah. The Quran uses 99 names for Allah. Each one describes something different about what Allah is
like. There are 99 names rather than 100 to remind Muslims that they don’t know everything about God – only Allah knows everything
Opening up Islam p.10-11 pub RE Today –gives ideas for activities about the 99 names
Sources of information: https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Names_of_God_in_Islam

Appendix 2
The Valley of the Ants

taken from: http://www.al-islam.org/islamic-stories/ant-prays-rain

Once, while Prophet Sulaiman was travelling together with hosts of men, jinn and birds, they reached a valley of ants.
When the chief of these ants witnessed the pomp and the glory with which Prophet Sulaiman and his companions were approaching toward it.
He warned all the ants to get into their holes lest they got trampled and crushed unknowingly by the approaching men and Jinn. Prophet
Sulaiman smiled at this warning sounded by the ants' chief, and ordered his companions to wait till the ants went inside their holes. “None of us
should hurt any ant while passing over their land”, he said.
It is said that Prophet Sulaiman addressed the chief of the ants and said: “How could my people hurt you or your fellow ants when they are
floating through air! Don't you know that I am a messenger of God and would never act unfairly?” The chief of the ants replied: “O Messenger of
God! My cautioning the ants was not for any hurt that they would suffer but to prevent them getting astray and forgetting the glory of God after
seeing your pomp and show.”
There is a deep meaning in this event. It shows that even the most humble and smallest of creatures has been endowed with the necessary
wisdom to live safely and avoid being hurt as far as possible. It also shows, how even a small ant does have the natural understanding of the
true position of Allah. It imparts a lesson that one should not forget the true might and glory of Allah when one experiences a great power and
dignity of any creature in this world.
Thus an Ant is one of the most wonderful small creatures in this world. Sura “Naml” (the Ant) in the Holy Qur'an is a chapter named after this
creature. Over 1300 years ago, Imam Ali (a) was giving a sermon in Kufa, in which he was describing the beauties of creation in various forms
of life. He was referring to small creatures and asking man to study how God made them so small yet so sturdy and strong. He described the
ant in these words:

'Look at an ant. How tiny is its body and how delicate are its features! It is such a small creature that it often escapes the eye, and few people
care to attach any importance to it among the living beings found on this earth. Look at it and study its ways of life; how it crawls, how it attacks
its food; how it lifts a grain so many times heavier than its body, carries it to its hole; how it stores grains; and how in summer it gathers and
stocks food for winter and rainy days.'

Appendix 3: Philip Cam’s Question Quadrant

Northlakes.cumbria.sch.uk

Carlisle Diocese:
What do different religions teach about Creation?

Year 3

Key questions – What do we mean by the natural world? Does everyone believe the same about creation?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 Forms of
expression
Towards
Expectations –
Can identify
different parts of
the created world
and say how this
is seen in both art
and music
. Expected –
Can describe how
different religious
believers express
their beliefs in a
Creator God
Above
Expectations –
Show
understanding of
how different
believers express
their beliefs about
Creation in a
range of styles
and
characteristics
AT2: Meaning
purpose and
truth
Towards
Expectations –

Christian
Values

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Introduction:
Discuss with the children what they think is amazing in the world and
why? Watch the “Creation Calls” video as a stimulus or explore the
world outside the classroom. Children share their ideas in pairs and
then create a collage of their ideas for classroom display.
Class enquiry: Why is it important to look after the world we live in?
What happens if we don’t look after it? In small groups create a
poster which illustrates our individual responsibility
or
Create an alphabet frieze (share with Reception/KS1 children) of
ideas about how we can look after the world we live in
In this unit we are going to look at different views of Creation from
Christian, Jewish and Muslim perspectives to find out how peoples’
beliefs affect how they live in the world.
Christians and Jews share an understanding of Creation. Read
Genesis 1 or watch a video clip. Emphasise the purposes of God’s
creation from the perspectives of these 2 religions:
Creating man/woman in God’s image to look after and enjoy creation
Because of Adam and Eve’s disobedience they had to leave paradise
Use Godly Play Creation story from Genesis 1 as a means of asking ‘I
wonder’ questions about creation and their own responses to this.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lnNIp1Q4wsM a
modern Christian song “Creation Call” with powerful
images of creation to use as a stimulus about what
children find amazing in creation. Alternatively, take
the children outside, look at plants, scenery etc.
What strikes them as amazing?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bkTLIO2zanM
Images and lyrics to “What a wonderful world”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLHB_hNk42g
the creation of the world from Genesis1
http://new.kids4truth.com/Dyna/Creation/English.asp
x
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ge
nesis+1

God gave a day of rest from work a time to re-create (recreation).
Make a class survey of how people in the class relax or enjoy
recreation at the weekend.
. Take the children outside and ask them to use their senses and think
about what they can see, hear, smell and touch. In pairs create a
poem to celebrate their own feelings/ideas about the natural world
Explain that for Christians God as creator of the world is celebrated in

Let there be Light –the story of Creation retold by
Desmond Tutu pub. William Collins

Complete Guide to Godly Play vol 2 by Jerome
Berryman (available from Amazon) p. 41-48

Can talk about
some things in
Creation stories
that make people
ask questions
Expected –
Ask important
questions about
Creation and
compare my
ideas with those
of other people
Above
Expectations –
Can ask
questions about
the meaning and
purpose of
Creation and
suggest answers.
Compare my
ideas with
members of
different religious
faiths

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Crosscurricular
ideas

the book of Psalms (songs and poems). Read Psalm 148 in
Appendix 1 together and compare ideas expressed there with their
own.
For Jews, the weekly Shabbat celebration remembers creation as one
of its themes. Look at artefacts associated with Shabbat ( Kiddush
cup, challah loaves, challah cover, Havdalah candle, spice box) and
explore what happens at Shabbat and why.
Role- play what happens at Shabbat. The following website gives
information and instructions
http://www.cleo.net.uk/consultants_resources/religiouseduc/usingartef
acts/shabb.html
Read the creation story from Islam in Appendix 2 or from My First
Quran Storybook. In pairs ask the children to draw up a list of
similarities and differences between the Creation story from Islam and
the Judaism/Christian one.
Muslims believe that the world God created is a good and beautiful
world for us to live in. It was like a beautiful garden called Paradise.
Research the different elements needed for an Islamic garden either
from www.reep.org.uk or RE today materials on Opening up Islam
Create a 2D or 3D garden using craft materials or natural objects.
Ask the children about the garden they have made and what it
expresses for them. Compare their design with an Islamic garden OR
use the activities 4 and 5 suggested in Opening up Islam
Read the quotations in Appendix 3 about what different religions
believe about the natural world. Discuss the children’s views

resources.hwb.wales.gov.uk/VTC/ngfl/re/m_parry.../s
habbat.htm Explanation of artefacts associated with
Shabbat
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zw4wmp3
explains what happens at Shabbat
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9h7tsBbBXjY
My First Quran Storybook by Saniyasnain Khan
pub.Goodwoood
http://ypte.org.uk/factsheets/environment/introduction
?gclid=CNDUnKXh-csCFQPgGwodLvcCLw gives
useful information about care for the environment
http://www.reepinfo.org/an-introduction-to-islamicgardens/
www.retoday.org.uk Opening up Islam p.23-24

Pupils make their own response to Creation through their own artwork, poetry or making up a dance
Write a letter to the headteacher which gives ideas/suggestions of how members of the school community could take care of the environment
around the school and celebrate the natural world






Art /DT - own representations of Creation, study of different ways religion expresses Creation through art and design
Drama – role play and dance
Literacy – poetry, speaking and listening, survey writing
Outside learning – study of the environment
IT – research different religious perspectives of Creation

Appendix 1
1

Psalm 148

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20148&version=NIRV

Praise the LORD.

Praise the LORD from the heavens.
Praise him in the heavens above.
2
Praise him, all his angels.
Praise him, all his angels in heaven.
3
Praise him, sun and moon.
Praise him, all you shining stars.
4
Praise him, you highest heavens.
Praise him, you waters above the skies.
5
Let all of them praise the name of the LORD,
because at his command they were created.
6
He established them forever and ever.
He gave them laws they will always have to obey.
7

Praise the LORD from the earth,
you great sea creatures and all the deepest parts of the ocean.
8
Praise him, lightning and hail, snow and clouds.
Praise him, you stormy winds that obey him.
9
Praise him, all you mountains and hills.
Praise him, all you fruit trees and cedar trees.
10
Praise him, all you wild animals and cattle.
Praise him, you small creatures and flying birds.
11
Praise him, you kings of the earth and all nations.
Praise him, all you princes and rulers on earth.
12
Praise him, young men and women.
Praise him, old men and children.

13

Let them praise the name of the LORD.
His name alone is honoured.
His glory is higher than the earth and the heavens.
14
He has given his people a strong king.
All his faithful people praise him for that gift.
All the people of Israel are close to his heart. Praise the LORD.

Appendix 2
Creation story from Islam
In the time before time, God was. And when God wants to create something, all he needs to say is "Be", and it becomes. So it was
that God created the world and the heavens. He made all the creatures, which walk, swim. Crawl and fly on the face of the earth.
He made the angels, and the sun, moon and the stars to dwell in the universe. And consider, as the Qur'an says, how God poured
down the rain in torrents, and broke up the soil to bring forth the corm, the grapes and other vegetation; the olive and the palm, the
fruit trees and the grass.
Then it was that God ordered the angels to go to the earth, and to bring seven handfuls of soil, all of different colours, from which
he could model man. God took the seven kinds of earth and moulded them into a model of a man. He breathed life and power into
it, and it immediately sprang to life. And this first man was called Adam. God took Adam to live in Paradise. In Paradise, God
created Eve, the first woman, from out of Adam's side. God taught Adam the names of all the creatures, and then commanded the
angel to bow down before Adam. But Iblis, one amongst the angels, refused to do this, and thus began to disobey God's will.
God place the couple in a beautiful garden in Paradise, telling them that they could eat whatever they wanted except the fruit of on
forbidden tree, But the evil one tempted them to disobey God, and eat the fruit. When God knew that Adam and Eve had disobeyed
him, he cast them out of Paradise and sent them to earth. But God is merciful. The earth was created to give food, drink and shelter
to the human race. The sun, moon and stars give light. It is a good world, where everything has been created to serve people. And
people, the Qur'an teaches, should serve God and obey his will. For those who submit to the will of God will be saved, and taken to
live forever in Paradise.

Appendix 3:
Quotations from religion about the natural world http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/Images/thoughtfully_book_tcm1622708.pdf

Hinduism
Trees are like good people who care for others.
They have to keep standing in the sun but they give shade to others.
Whatever fruits they bear they do not eat themselves, but give them to
others. How kind they are.’ Vikrama Caritam 65

Christianity
The Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to
the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst
of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
Genesis 2:9

Hinduism
This world is the home of God. He dwells in all things.
One should only take what one needs and leave the rest for others,
because it really all belongs to God.
Hindu Isa Upanishad

Christianity
Take care of the air, water, earth, plants and animals as if they were
your brothers and sisters. United Reformed Church

Buddhism
As the bee collects nectar and leaves without injuring the
flower, or its colour or scent, so let a wise person live in the
community. The Buddha

Buddhism
The trees are like our mother and father, they feed us, nourish us, and
provide us with everything: fruit, leaves, the branches, the trunk. They
give us food and satisfy many of our needs. Maha Ghosananda,
leading Buddhist monk in Cambodia

Islam
It is an act of kindness to plant a tree or sow a field where animals
and people can eat its fruit.The Qur’an

Judaism
When God created the first man, he led him around all the trees of the
Garden of Eden and said to him ‘Look at what I have made, how
beautiful it all is. Do not spoil and destroy my universe. If you do, noone will repair it.’ Midrash Rabbah, Kohlet7

Islam
To Him belongs what is in the heavens, and on the earth, and all
between them and all beneath the soil. The Qur'an

Sikhism
God sees his creation and is very happy. Sikh Japji

Carlisle Diocese: What does Islam teach Muslims about how to live their lives?

Year 4

Key questions –What rules do we have to help us decide how to live our lives? How do we show our beliefs through our actions? How
do the 5 Pillars help Muslims in living their lives?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Resources
Intentions
Values
AT1 Beliefs,,
teachings and
sources
Towards
Expectations –
Identify the 5
Pillars of Islam
. Expected –
Describe how a
Muslim practices
some of the
Pillars and make
some links
between the
teaching of Islam
and what Muslims
do
Above
Expectations –
Show the impact
of the Pillars of
Islam on Muslim
people in terms of
duty, choice and
strength

AT2: Value and
commitment
Towards

Love
Peace
Humility
Service

Starter activity:
Discuss with children the 5 things that are important in their lives –the
foundations or ‘bricks’ e.g. love of their family, caring for others,
persevering when things are difficult, knowing what’s right, respect for
other people and property Create a class wall of card’ bricks’ that give
some examples of how these ideas are worked out in their lives – “It is
important to me that....because”
5 Pillars of Islam
The whole basis and strength of life for Muslims is the 5 Pillars of
Islam – belief (Shahadah) prayer, (Salah) giving,(Zakah) fasting
(Sawm) and pilgrimage Hajj). These 5 Pillars are like a house which
provide a structure for Muslims daily life
Watch the video clip. How do these ideas compare with yours? Write
a comparisons list as in Appendix 1 between the 5 Islamic duties for
living and your own ideas
Shahadah – the first pillar of Islam
Explain that this pillar is fundamental to Islamic belief – and is a
declaration of faith: “The is no God except Allah, Muhammed is the
prophet of Allah” Explore how Muslims demonstrate this:
Listen to the call to prayer from a Mosque
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe8qRj12OhY
Explain that the first words a Muslim baby hears when s/he is born.
The father whispers the words in Appendix 2 into the ear of the baby
Ask pupils to write a sentence about the words they would have liked
their parents to whisper into their ear when they were born. Why
would they have chosen those words?
Whispering down the line game – use a phrase such as ‘Muslims
believe in on God’ or ‘A minaret is a tall tower on a mosque’ can the
message get safely round the whole class?
Other important phrases in Islam -

Small pieces of card to create a brick wall
This idea can be found in RE Today Opening up
Islam p. 26 www.retoday.org.uk

What is Islam? A young British Muslim girls talks
through the 5 pillars of Islam and their importance for
Muslims
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/ztgw2p3
An alternative might be:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikVGwzVg48c

www.retoday.org.uk RE Ideas: God p. 3-5
Gives some ideas for whispering and shouting
activities related to Islam –

Expectations –
Suggest a
meaning for the
Muslim’s practice
of the Pillars
Expected –
Make links
between their
own experiences
and choices and
Muslims who
choose to
practice the
Pillars (look at
similarities and
differences)
Above
Expectations –
Apply the ideas of
duty, choice and
strength to their
own lives and
understand the
links between this
and Muslim
practice

‘Peace be upon him’ (pbuh) – said or written about Muhammad or any
of the prophets as a mark of respect or reverence
‘Peace be upon you’ (‘As-Salamu-Alaykum’) – Islamic greeting which
shows Islam has peace at its heart
Children compare with any greetings they may give to other people –
what do these convey?
Read the story of Bilal, the first Muezzin (caller to prayer).Appendix 3
Discuss what the most important things in Bilal’s life once he became
a Muslim. Give pupils a copy of the story and then working in pairs
ask them to rank in order of importance 5 statements about Bilal’s life,
starting from what mattered most to him.
Salah
Explore the importance of prayer to Muslims in their daily life. Watch
the video clip from the young boy and discuss why and how prayer is
important to Muslims.
If possible invite a Muslim into school and ask them to talk about the
different prayer positions and what prayer means to them.
Enquiry: Why is prayer important to different people? Pupils can also
share any experiences they have of prayer and why there is prayer in
school life. Look at Muslim children’s responses about prayer and
compare with their own. Appendix 4. What interests you about any of
the statements? How do they compare with your own views?
Zakah – giving to charity
Research a Muslim charity e.g. Islamic Relief and the ways in which
Muslims help and care for the worldwide Muslim community as well as
others. At a local level explore the way in which Muslims helped
people in places affected by flooding. Children produce a poster to
illustrate this.
Ask children to consider generosity in their own lives – who is
generous to you and who are you generous too and why? what
difference does this make to you and others? (could link with Harvest
and also Boxes of Hope)
Read the story of The 2 Brothers – why did the single brother give
corn to the married brother and why did the married brother give corn
to the single brother? What mattered most to each of them? Ask the
children to write a short note about what they most appreciate in their
lives and what they can give to others and then place in a ‘Giving
Box’.
Sawm – fasting

Tower Hamlets SACRE Support Materials 2012
Keeping 5 Pillars: what difference does it make?
www.faithintowerhamlets.com
Prayer in Islam - Kaisan explains and demonstrates
his prayers to Allah
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/galleries/salah/ shows
the different prayer positions in Islam
www.islamweb.net – gives information about the
different aspects of prayer in Islam
3 Muslim charities with lots of information of where,
how and for whom they work
www.islamicrelief.org.uk
www.islamicaid.com
www.muslimaid.org

www.retoday.org.uk Beliefs in Action contains the
story of the two brothers

https://www.youtube.com Lets’ celebrate Eid

Explore why Muslims fast during the month of Ramadan (appreciation
of how poor people suffer and helps concentrate the mind of what it
means to be a Muslim and builds in discipline)
Children write a list of questions they would like to ask a Muslim about
Ramadan and either put these to a Muslim or email a believer
Link with Christian season of Lent – are the ideas of this similar to
Islamic time of Ramadan? Do a double bubble activity to explain this
Appendix 5
At the end of Ramadan there is a time of celebration called Eid-ul-Fitr
– watch a video clip which explains this – compare with celebrations in
children’s lives and also link to the Christian festival of Easter.
Children devise 2 pictures – one to show some of the
celebrations/symbols at Eid and the other their own or Easter
celebrations
Hajj – pilgrimage
What are important places in the world for children – have a world
map/globe available – children explain why different places are
important to them and why as well as reasons for places they would
like to visit.
For Muslims Hajj to Mecca is an important once in a lifetime
experience if they are both well enough and able to afford it.
Watch video clip – what are people wearing and why do you think that
is? (equality of status, purification)
Where do you go where everyone dresses in the same way? How
does it make you feel – what are the advantages?
Ask the children to watch the video clip again and note down different
parts of the pilgrimage and its significance. What questions might
they want to ask?
Eid-ul-Adha – actions by pilgrims at the end of Hajj. Throwing stones
at the 3 stone pillars (representing the devil) by Muslim pilgrims as a
way of showing that they reject evil and want to drive it from the world.
Give pupils modelling dough or paper and ask them to model or draw
something they would like to drive out of the world. At the end of the
lesson pupils can throw these into a bin as a symbol of their desire to
drive what they have shown out of the world.
Write a sentence which begins.... Without evil in it, the world would be
like......
Create a classroom display of these ideas and pictures to accompany
them.

world map or globe

Hajj Sara describes how the pilgrimage has an
impact on Muslim people
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Pupils write about what Muslims believe about God and explain the link between this and how art is used in Islam (L3)
Write a diary about a Muslim’s experience of Hajj and compare this with different experiences in Christian pilgrimage
Newspaper /radio interview with a Muslim about what my faith means to me, including examples of Muslim belief and practice

Crosscurricular
ideas

Literacy – report or newspaper writing, discussion, different viewpoints
DT – modelling
IT research about the 5 Pillars
Art – own representations of celebration in Islam and Christianity

Appendix 1:

The Five Pillars of Islam – what a Muslim believes and does
Shahadah (all the time)
Salah (prayer)
Zakah (giving)
Sawm (fasting and being spiritual)
Hajj (pilgrimage)

My own beliefs
I believe...
Each day I.....
I show I am generous by....
Next year, I intend to...
One big hope for my life is...

How does what I do and believe compare with that of a Muslim?

Appendix 2:

Adhan
God is most great
I witness that there is no god except God.
I witness that Muhammad is the messenger of God. Come to prayer.
Come to salvation.
God is most great.
There is no god except God.

www.retoday.org.uk RE Ideas: God p.4

Appendix 3:

Bilal the Great African Muslim
Bilal is very lovingly remembered by all Muslims of the world as one of the earliest great African Muslims. He was born in a village in a
mountainous place in Western Arabia. His family had come to Arabia as slaves from Ethiopia. The father and mother were slaves of a rich man.
Bilal was born in slavery and served as a housekeeper. His master was not a Muslim.
When Bilal was about the age of 40, it was the time when Prophet Muhammad started teaching the new religion of Islam. Bilal was attracted by
the teaching of Prophet Muhammad. He accepted the religion of Islam and became a Muslim. When Bilal’s master and his family went to
worship idols, Bilal would pray to Allah as taught by Islam. In the early days of Islam there were many people who lived in and around Makkah
who disliked Islam, the prophet Muhammad and his new teachings. If they found people who accepted this new religion they tried hard to stop
them.
One day Bilal’s master after he had heard about Bilal's secret prayers, asked Bilal, “Oh Bilal, do you worship and bow down to the God of
Muhammad?” Bilal was not afraid. He replied, 'Yes Master, I do worship Allah, the only God.” The reply greatly angered his master. He began
to torture Bilal and had him tied with ropes. He was then made to lie on the burning hot desert sand at mid-noon. Bilal was then asked to forget
the God of Islam and worship the 'great' idols known as LAT and UZZA. But Bilal was strong in his new belief. He refused to worship idols and
kept crying “AHAD-AHAD”, meaning “One God, One God.” He continued to be tortured. He suffered hot iron rods stamped on to his body. Bilal
would not give in.
One hot day as Bilal lay on the burning hot sand tied to the ground a very heavy stone was placed over his chest. He could no longer bear the
heat and the load and was very weak. He wasn’t allowed any water to drink and lay in a faint condition..Near the end of the day it became
cooler and Bilal regained his consciousness. He found that the heavy stone had been removed. He wondered what had happened and as he
slowly opened his eyes he saw the bright smiling face of Prophet Muhammad. Prophet Muhammad had heard of and seen the torture of Bilal.
He was horrified that a true believer should suffer in such a way and feltt pity for the poor man He purchased Bilal from his cruel master and set
him free. This wasn’t the only time the Prophet had many slaves set free. He insisted that slaves be treated fairly and kindly and lived his life
by this example. Bilal praised Muhammad for this.
Among the slaves from Africa, Bilal was the first to accept Islam. He had a strong faith in Allah and a great love for the Prophet. He had a pure
character. Soon he earned high respect of the Prophet and other great Muslims of the time. The Prophet liked Bilal's sweet voice and made
him the first Muazzin -The Caller To The Prayers.

All through his life Bilal remained a close companion of Prophet Muhammad and was with him at every occasion. Bilal was very sad when
Muhammad died. Thereafter all his life he looked grieved and very solemn. He died in Damascus about ten years later.. His grave is still in the
famous Muslim graveyard in Damascus where people still go to his grave to pay respect to him.

Taken from: http://www.al-islam.org/bilal-s-bedtime-stories-a-h-sheriff-a-s-alloo/bilal-great-african-muslim

Appendix 4:
Muslim children’s thoughts about prayer
You need to pray every day and God will accept your prayer

Boy age 9

I would ask God to make the world an excellent place to live in

Girl age 10

Make everyone prayer. Make everyone equal. Feed everyone the same

Boy age 10

I would say try and stop the wars. Give people more money.

Girl age 8

God is master of the world

Boy age 9

Prayer makes me feel happy and proud of myself.

Girl age 9

Praying makes me feel clean as I can ask for forgiveness during it.

Boy age 11

I would ask God to tell us how to live the way God wants us to live.

Girl age 10

Thank you for being there when I need you. I will never disobey you.

Boy age 11

I would ask God for forgiveness and ask him about the mistakes I may have
made in life and also to ask him for advice on how to be a better Muslim

Boy age 12

Appendix 5: taken from http://www.dvusd/Page/3735

Instructions for using the Double Bubble sheet for comparing Christian and Muslim ideas about fasting at Lent and
Ramadan

1. Give out the Double Bubble sheets to pairs of pupils
2. Ask each pair to write the word Christians in the large centre bubble on the left. Write Muslims in the large centre bubble on
the right.
3. Write 3 ways in which Christians use Lent as a time of spiritual reflection and fasting in the smaller bubbles on the left. Then
do the same for Muslims in the smaller bubbles on the right.
4. In the 3 bubbles in the centre pupils then write the things that are the same for Christians and Muslims about fasting during
Lent and Ramadan.
5. Compare findings with other members of the class.

Carlisle Diocese: How do Christians love their neighbours?

Year 4

Key questions – Who is your neighbour? If we disagree with someone, does that mean we don’t help them? How did Jesus love
people? In what ways do Christians offer help?
Many of the ideas in this unit of work are taken from: http://www.rewithsoul.co.uk/primary-ks2-2/unit-1-love-neighbour/

Learning
Intentions
AT1 Practices
and ways of life
Towards
Expectations –
Can describe how
Jesus loved
people and
inspired other
people to do the
same, including
Christians today
. Expected –
Can make links
between some
Christian actions
and Jesus’
teaching about
loving your
neighbour and the
impact this has on
a Christian’s life
Above
Expectations –
Can use a
developing
religious
vocabulary to
make connections
between some
New Testament
stories and

Christian
Values
Compassion
Service
Humility

Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Starter activity:
In pairs pupils make a list of their neighbours – school, home etc.
How do we ‘love’ our neighbours’ ie help, care for them?
List the people who have jobs that take care of us e.g. nurses,
fireman, refuse collectors – what difference do they make to our lives?
Are they showing ‘love your neighbour’? – class discussion










Show pictures of people in different countries – discuss ‘are
they our neighbours’? If so, how might we care for them?
Research some examples of inspiring people in history who
have helped other people overseas and in this country e.g.
Mother Teresa, Nelson Mandela, Elizabeth Fry
Create a class list of people children look up to/admire and
why. Make a class display with pictures children have chosen
of inspiring people – think about whether/how they were
following Jesus’ teaching and example about ‘loving your
neighbour’.
In pairs, children sit back to back and on an outline figure
write words that describe the other person as a friend
Talk about the Ten Commandments from the Old Testament
– God’s laws for his people to keep them safe and happy.
Give on these commandments on separate strips of paper.
Ask pupils to put them in their order of importance. Explain
and discuss choices. What are the 2 most important for
them?
Read Jesus’ teaching in Luke 10: 25-38 and how he illustrates

Resources

Google images or pictures from photopacks etc.
www.notablebiographies.com › Mo-Ni
www.primaryresources.co.uk/re/powerpoint/Mother_
Teresa.ppt
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famousp
eople/nelson_mandela/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/famousp
eople/elizabeth_fry/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/judaism/the-tencommandments has a child friendly edition,
otherwise look at Exodus 20:1-17 in a modern
version of the Bible
Lion Storyteller Bible

Christian beliefs
about salvation
AT2: Values and
commitments
Towards
Expectations –
Can respond
sensitively to
questions about
the importance of
Jesus and his
teaching for
themselves and
others
Expected –
Ask and consider
some important
questions of their
own about Jesus
and his teaching,
making links
between their
own and others’
responses
Above
Expectations –
Raise and
suggest answers
to questions
about the
importance of
Jesus’ teaching
and example and
the impact of that
on a believer’














this in the Parable of the Good Samaritan (emphasise the
historical context of the hostility between Jews and
Samaritans to show that our neighbour isn’t necessarily those
who think the same as us)
Christians are motivated to love God and their neighbour
because of God’s love for all people, expressed in Jesus’ life
and earth on the Cross – opening the way from despair to
hope, from death to life (cf. With Easter unit of work in year 3)
Invite a church leader or member from the local church to talk
to the children about why Jesus is important to them and the
difference this makes to their lives in ‘loving their neighbour’.
How does the Parable of the Good Samaritan help them
understand how to love others? Pupils ask questions and
record answers – video?
Pupils write their own version of the Parable of the Good
Samaritan in a modern context
In small groups pupils research the work of different charities
and how they demonstrate ‘loving their neighbour’ both in this
country and overseas. Make a fact sheet for the charity
researched –see example in Appendix . Share findings with
the rest of the class. These could form part of a classroom
display, ‘Where is the love?’ The logo and strapline/motto for
each charity could also be part of this.
Class discussion about if children formed their own charity
which demonstrated how they could love their neighbour who
would it be for? – create own logo and motto.
Give each child 5 plastic/card coins and ask them to distribute
these to the different charities that have been researched.
Put them into individually labelled charity boxes. Explain that
they could put them all in one box or distribute them between
several. Count the coins in each charity box to find out which
has received the most coins. Discuss the reasons for choices
made.
Look at school/class rules – how do these help us ‘love our
neighbour?’ –children to think of examples where these make

Some Christian charity websites include:
www.cafod.org.uk
www.christianaid.org.uk
www.salvationarmy.org.uk
www.tearfund.org
www.trusselltrust.org
Plastic coins/card

Websites to help children think about the global
church
www.globalchurch.com
http://www.rewithsoul.co.uk/primary-ks2-2/unit-1love-neighbour/







Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

Crosscurricular
ideas

a difference to someone’s life.
How does the church show love to those in the wider
community? E.g. through foodbanks, mother and toddler
groups, holiday clubs for children, lunch clubs for the elderly?
Look for evidence in church or community boards – leaflets
etc.
Ask a member of the church community to talk about these
links and also the church overseas – what difference does it
make to them and why is the church involved in these
different activities? (pupils prepare questions beforehand
What could our class create as a gift or fundraiser for our local
or overseas neighbour? Children work in small groups to
come up with project ideas



Design a banner which celebrates the teachings of Jesus on the theme of ‘Loving your neighbour’



Write a brief explanation (less than 100 words) of six reasons for the chosen design ‘Love your neighbour’



Children compose their own acrostic poem from the letters in LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOUR to show understanding of what this means to
them

Literacy – speaking, listening, writing
IT –research skills for information about different charities
Art &DT design work
Geography – map work to locate different countries of the world
History –Famous Christian in the past

Appendix:
Name of Christian Charity:

What is its aim:

Who does it help?

What is its history?

Which countries does it work in?

Give 2 examples of its work and the difference it makes to
people

Carlisle Diocese: Why is the Holy Spirit important to Christians? (link with Pentecost)

Year 5

Key questions – Who is the Holy Spirit? How is the Holy Spirit symbolised for Christians? How is the nature and power of the Holy Spirit
demonstrated in the Bible? How are the lives of Christians today affected by the Holy Spirit?
Learning
Intentions
AT1: Forms of
expression
Towards
Expectations –
Can say what
symbols to do
with Pentecost
stand for in
Christian teaching
. Expected –
Use a developing
religious
vocabulary to
describe key
features
connected to
Pentecost
Above
Expectations –
Identify the
impact of
Pentecost on the
life of a believer

AT2: Identity
and belonging:
Towards
Expectations –
Ask important
questions about
their own lives
and the lives of

Christian
Values
Love
Service
Peace

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

Starter: Who is the Holy Spirit?
Show children symbols of the Trinity Appendix 1 and also
Rublev’s icon. Remind them that the Holy Spirit is an essential
part of the Christian Godhead. Relate to Christian prayers see
Appendix 1 .
In the bible there are different symbols to describe the Holy
Spirit –both in the Old and New Testaments
Dove, Wind, Fire, Still Small Voice
Jesus’ promise to his followers about the coming of the Holy
Spirit bringing comfort, advice, peace, new life -John 16: 5-14
Children to write a Kenning to describe the Holy Spirit
What kind of promises do you make to your family or friends? –
make you own box of promises
Pentecost
Giottos’ painting to explore Pentecost

Explanation of the icon of the Trinity
http://www.sacredheartpullman.org/Icon%20explanation.htm

The Day of Pentecost
Explore feelings of the disciples before and after Pentecost .
Write a drama script to explain this and the reactions on all
those involved, including the crowd , about what happened on
the day of Pentecost,
Use the Barnabas for schools information to explore Pentecost ,
using percussion
Celebrating Pentecost today
Experience Pentecost
Use the resources to create stations for children to take part in
the reflective activities for different parts of the Pentecost story.
This can be done in church with the help of church members
Fruit of the Spirit

Dove: Luke 3:22, John 1:32
Wind: Acts 2:2, John 3:8
Fire: Acts2:3-4, Exodus 13:21
Still small voice: 1Kings 19:12
Giotto’s painting and explanation:
http://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/giotto-andworkshop-pentecost
The story of what happened on the Day of Pentecost

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IqG_lvZhU-A
This ppt. gives ideas of activities for children to discuss
about the feelings and reactions of different people on the
Day of Pentecost:
https://www.tes.com/teaching-resource/pentecostpowerpoint-6042552
using music to portray what happened on the Day of
Pentecost
http://www.barnabasinschools.org.uk/pentecost-inpercussion/

This is part of a series which explores major Christian
festivals:
http://gloucester.anglican.org/schools/jumping-fish-

others
Expected –
Can compare
what influences
me with the ideas
that influence
other people
Above
Expectations –
Can apply my
own ideas about
those who have
influenced or
inspired me and
others

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Crosscurricular
ideas

What is meant by the term fruit of the Spirit in the Bible? Read
Galatians 5:22-23 – how do Christians you know/have heard
about demonstrate these fruits? Link with the school’s Christian
values? How do you demonstrate ‘fruit’ in your life? Draw your
own fruit tree and inside each fruit give an example of how you
show these attributes
How the Holy Spirit influences the lives of Christians to
help others
Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is given to them as a gift
so that they may show this to help others. What examples can
they think of? – both famous Christians that they may have
studied in year 4 or examples from their own experiences –
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness – create a profile
of one person, giving examples of how their lives demonstrate
‘fruit’
Children reflect on their own gifts – create a class display of
how these gifts are used to help others

publications/experience-journeys78004/
Tree image of fruit of the Spirit
https://stchrysostoms.files.wordpress.com/2016/01/fruits2.jpg

Plan a short act of collective worship for Pentecost for either class or whole school
Create a piece of artwork entitled Pentecost with a short explanation of images or symbols used to describe the importance of this festival to the
Christian church





Drama/dance – to explain Pentecost
Literacy – writing poetry, scripts
Art – famous paintings to explore the meaning of Pentecost, own interpretation /portrayal of the Holy Spirit
Music – percussion and sound to represent Pentecost



Outside learning – use of the church to explore Pentecost

Appendix 1:

.

Christian Prayers that refer to the Trinity:


The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us always. Amen.



In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

Carlisle Diocese:
What do Christians and others believe and DO about wealth and poverty in the world?

Year 5

Key questions – Why are there so many poor people in the world? What does religion teach us about wealth and poverty? How can
beliefs be put into action? Can generosity change the world?
Learning
Christian
Possible Teaching and Learning activities
Resources
Intentions
Values
AT1 Practices
and ways of life
Towards
Expectations –
Can talk about
how attitudes
towards wealth
and poverty are
the same for
different religious
people
. Expected –
Can describe how
different religious
charities help the
poor
Above
Expectations –
Use the right
religious
vocabulary to
describe and
compare how
different religious
groups make a
difference to the
lives of individuals
and communities
AT2: Values and
commitments
Towards
Expectations –

Justice
Compassion
Service
Friendship
Hope

Introductory activity:
Discuss with children the kind of charities they already know about
and what they do. Relate to charities that the school supports.
In pairs ask the children to make a list of charities and who/what they
support – who can be the first to get to 20?
Reflect on the fact that some charities support people, others animals,
some in the UK and some in different parts of the world.
Religions often set up their own charities to help those in need and
put their beliefs into action,(refer back to year 4 unit of work How do
Christians love their neighbours?
Children complete the quiz listed about the Christian response to
wealth and poverty in the world
Explain that this unit of work is not primarily looking about fundraising
but how 2 religious charities in particular want to change the world –
putting their beliefs into action
Look at the quotations in Appendix 1 from Christian and Muslim
teaching. In small groups pupils then consider what is wrong with the
world and what would happen if everyone followed these ideas?
Share ideas and thoughts with other groups
Ask the children how would change the world? Draw before and after
pictures to show their ideas
Islamic Relief
Read pupils the story about the Prophet concerning poverty and
wealth in Appendix 2. Identify attitudes that help the poor and those
that don’t. Write a reply that you think the Prophet might have said to
the rich man at the end of the story?
Look at some sayings and teachings from Islam about wealth and
poverty Appendix 3. What differences would these make today if
everyone followed them? Create thought bubbles to create possible

http://www.alecoutededieu.fr/en/theway2go/content/justice0
7.htm quiz for children about poverty and wealth in

the world and a Christian response to this

Can talk about
what is important
to mean to me
and others about
wealth and
poverty in the
world
Expected –
Link what is
important to me
and other people
about poverty in
the world with
how I think and
behave
Above
Expectations –
Ask questions
about the
decisions I and
other people
make about
wealth and
poverty with
reference to
religious beliefs
and values

explanations
Appendix 4 gives information about Zakat – revise what was already
learnt in the Year 5 (Spring) unit on the 5 Pillars of Islam What does
Islam teach Muslims about how to live their lives?
Create a piece of writing which gives a reasoned argument that “It is
better to give than to receive” with some examples to illustrate your
arguments.
Research the Islamic Relief website to find out particular projects it
runs. Find answer to the following questions:
Who supports Islamic Relief.? Why?
What does Islamic Relief do to make a difference? Does it work?
How does Islamic Relief follow the teachings of Islam?
What do you think is good about the charity?
Create a leaflet, using IT, to advertise the work of Islamic Relief and to
persuade people to give money to a particular project they run
Islamic charities like Christian charities don’t just confine themselves
to helping people in need globally but at a UK level as well. The
National Zakat Foundation is one example
In groups of 3 or 4 pupils imagine that they work for this charity and
that they are going to a meeting where people want some ideas of
how to spend their Zakat giving. You will have 2 minutes to explain
about their charity and why people in the audience should donate
some of their funds to them.
Christian Aid
Read about Jesus’ attitudes to wealth and poverty, generosity, helping
others, in the Bible. What do these stories teach Christians about how
they should live their lives? Discuss examples of generosity towards
others – make a class list , including examples from this country
Investigate how Christian Aid aims to change the world, answering the
following questions:
Does Christian Aid make a difference?
Who supports Christian Aid? Why?
Does Christian Aid put Jesus’ teaching into action?
What do you think is good about the charity? Watch the Transformers
video clip from the Christian Aid website to learn more about the
charity’s work with its partners. In small groups devise ideas for a
campaign entitled How can you change the world? that focuses on an

www.islamic-relief.org.uk/about-us/what-we-do

www.nzf.org.uk uses Zakat donations collected in
the UK for the benefit of local people in need,
supporting Muslims in towns and cities, including
the elderly, widows, orphans, refugees and the
homeless
RE Ideas: Fairness and Justice p.23-24 and p.32 for
quotations from different religions on fairness and
justice www.retoday.org.uk
Matthew 19:16-22 – the rich young ruler
Luke 10:25-37 the story of the Good Samaritan
www.christianaid.org.uk
www.trusselltrust.org food banks in the UK, often
organised through local churches

http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/pr
imary/transform_video.aspx Transformers

http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/Images/paper_bag_ga

example of injustice, poverty, or a disaster. You will need to include
what is unfair or needs to change and how individuals can make a
difference
Similar and different
Use the 2 websites to identify similarities and differences between the
Islamic Relief and Christian Aid charities – children work in pairs to
compile a list
Could they join together to make one charity? Or are they best
separate? How does each reflect its Muslim or Christian traditions
and beliefs? Can anyone support either charity or do you have to
belong to that religion?

me_how_to_play_tcm16-28877.pdf instructions for
the Paper Bag game
www.learnchristianaid.org.uk also has a ppt
presentation to use with children
http://www.natre.org.uk/about-natre/projects/spiritedarts/art-in-heaven/archive/2008/?ThemeID=29
www.tzedek.org.uk Jewish charity
www.karuna.org/ Buddhist charity
www.sewauk.org/ Hindu charity
www.kalsaaid.org/ Sikh charity

Fairness and Justice
Questions to discuss: What has made our world so unfair? What can
be done to make it fairer? Can children make a difference? Can
people ‘make poverty history?’ Look at the how Fairtrade Foundation
works with Christian organisations like Christian Aid to help fair prices
for farmers and workers around the world. Design your own logo to
show why everyone should work against the evils of disaster and
poverty.
Play the Paper Bag game to discover what it’s really like to be poor
Reflection – ask children to write a meditation or prayer that
expresses their response to unfairness in the world
Look at some children’s art work on the Spirited Arts section of the
NATRE website – particularly about a fairer world. Children discuss
these in small groups and talk about which ones they like best and
why. Then ask each child to produce their own art work and brief
explanation on the subject of a fairer world

Suggested

Although this unit of work focuses on Christianity and Islam, there is
also scope to look at the work charities connected with Judaism,
Buddhism, Hinduism and Sikhism. Many of the aims are very similar
but it is important that children understand how religious beliefs are
directly linked to or are the source of their actions
Write a television script about a conversation between a Christian and a Muslim to explain their religion’s beliefs about wealth and poverty with
examples from how their charities seek to live out their beliefs through their actions

Assessment
opportunities

Imagine yourself in 15 years time. Would you apply for a job with a charity such as Islamic Relief or Christian Aid? Why or why not?

Crosscurricular
ideas

IT –research, leaflet design, use of powerpoint
Geography – identifying different areas of the world – effects of climate etc.
Art – logo design, creative response to making a fairer world
Literacy – discussion, explanation writing, reasoning

Appendix 1
The Bible:

Jesus said: I have come that people might have life, and have it in all its fullness.
John 10:10

The love of money is the root of all evil
1Timothy 6:10

The Qu’ran:

You who believe: those who spend their wealth in Allah’s way are like a grain that grows seven ears, and every
ear a hundred new grains..God gives to whom he will. God is all-embracing.
Surah 11 : 261

Appendix 2 WEALTH AND POVERTY- a story from Islam
Stories-with-a-Moral

http://www.ummah.com/forum/showthread.php?79285-Prophet-Muhammad-(saw)-

It was a usual meeting. The Holy Prophet (S.A.W.) was in his place and his companions gathered around him to hear the words of wisdom and guidance.
Suddenly a poor man in rags appeared, saluted the assembly:
"Salamun Alaikum" (Peace be on you)
And finding a vacant place comfortably sat down.
The Prophet (S.A.W.) had taught them that all Muslims were brothers and in an assembly one should sit wherever one finds a place, regardless of any status.
Now, it so happened that this poor man was seated next to a very rich man. The rich man felt very disturbed and tried to collect the edges of his dress around
himself, so that the poor man didn't touch them. The Prophet (S.A.W.) observed this and addressing the rich man he (S.A.W.) said:
" Perhaps you are afraid that his poverty would affect you?"
" No, O Messenger of Allah," he said.
"Then perhaps you were apprehensive about some of your wealth flying away to him?"
" No, O Messenger of Allah."
"Or you feared that your clothes would become dirty if he touched them?"
" No, O Messenger of Allah."
" Then why did you draw yourself and your clothes away from him?"
The rich man said:
"I admit that was the most undesirable thing to do. It was an error and I confess my guilt. Now to make amends for it I will give away half of my wealth to this
Muslim brother so that I may be forgiven."

Just as he said this, the poor man rose and said,
" O Prophet of Allah, I do not accept this offer."
People present were taken by surprise, they thought that the poor man was a fool, but then he explained:
" O Prophet of Allah, I refuse to accept this offer because I fear that I might then become arrogant and ill-treat my Muslim brothers the way he did to me."

Appendix 3: Sayings and teachings of Islam about wealth and poverty:
http://www.islamic-relief.org.uk/
Whoever saves the life of one, it is as if saved the whole of mankind
Qu’ran 5:32

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said, ”One is not a believer who fills his stomach while his neighbour goes hungry”
(Bukhan)

The generous man is near God, near Paradise, near men and far from Hell and the ignorant man who is generous is dearer to God than
a worshipper who is miserly.

Hadith

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said “Whoever relieves a believer’s suffering in this world, Allah will relieve a suffering of his in the
Hereafter”

Appendix 4

Zakat/Zakah www.mkjournal.org

Information for Muslim children:

Zakah is a very important part of Islam. It teaches us to share what we have. It helps us avoid being selfish. "Selfishness" is when a
person thinks only about himself or herself, and does not care about others.
Zakah is the system Allah gave us to collect our money, put it together and use it to help everyone. How is that done? The money that
we collect for Zakah can be spent on the following eight things, as explained in the Holy Qur’an (Surah 9, Aayah 60):
Zakah is a great system that can help the people in need.
1.For the poor (fuqara). That is, people who are very poor and in need.
2.For the needy (masakeen). Similar to above, but these people usually go unnoticed because they are too shy to ask others for
help.
3.For the Zakah-collectors (that is, the government employees who are responsible for collecting the Zakah).

4.For those whose hearts are to be reconciled (that is, attracted to Islam).
5.For obtaining the freedom of those who are captives or enslaved.
6.For helping those who are in debt.
7.In the cause of Allah.
8.For the wayfarers (that is, travelers).

Zakah is a great system that can help the people in need. We can start saving our money instead of wasting it on useless things that we
really don’t need. When the time to pay Zakah comes, we can give that money to poor Muslim families, who could use that money, for
instance, to enjoy Eid like everyone else. The happiness one would get from doing this would be much greater and much sweeter than
the enjoyment obtained from spending money on useless or unimportant things.
Ummah refers to the whole Muslim community bound together by the ties of religion

Carlisle Diocese: What do different faiths teach about care and respect for others?

Year 6

Key questions – Why is care and respect for others important? What does care and respect of others ‘look’ like? What are religious practices
related to care and respect in Hinduism, Sikhism and Christianity?

Learning
Intentions
AT1: Practices
and ways of life:
Towards
Expectations –

Describe some of
the things that
are the same and
different for
religious people
. Expected –

Use the right
religious words to
describe and
compare what
practices and
experiences may
be involved in
belonging, caring
and respect to
different religious
groups
Above
Expectations –

Describe why
people belong to
religions and
explain how

Christian
Values

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Care
Respect
Compassion
Koinonia/
Communion

British Values:
What are the British values?
Provide images which are synonymous with Britain: buses, food,
Union Jack, Tube network, cars, landscape, cups of tea, family,
seaside trips, elderly people, Sport’s Day. Elicit from pupils what
expectations we have ourselves and others in respecting and
nurturing these things. Provide pupils with a speech bubble which
they must complete about what it means to them to be British or to live
in Britain. Add these to a display. Make up the red, white and blue
stripes using handprints and add in pupil responses and pictures of
what Britain means to them.
Identify which of these themes pupils feel overlap into religions in
general.
Study the idea of ritual. What is a ritual? Discuss non-religious
forms. At its most basic, hand washing in a particular way, Sunday
dinner, take away once a week, birthday parties.
Religious rituals:
Hinduism: Puja Tray. If you have access to the equipment,
demonstrate this to the class. Ensure that pupils understand that this
is pretend and not actual worship. Watch the link to the right which
describes the Puja tray ritual.
First of all, pupils remove their shoes and leave these at the back of
the room - because that would be disrespectful in Hinduism. Pupil to
select a deity who they will ‘worship’ to (chosen on the basis of their
attributes); print off the picture and place this standing on the altar.
Add fresh flowers in a vase (possibly daisies gathered by the children
at playtime), now light a scented candle.

Resources

Puja Tray: BBC Bitesize
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zh2hyrd
There are some worksheets listed at this site:
http://webfronter.com/enfield/sacre/menu2/Resource
s/Teachers_Pack/Hinduism/images/Y4_B1_Living_a
s_a_Hindu.pdf

The Communion:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianit
y/ritesrituals/eucharist_1.shtml

similarities and
differences within
and between
religions can
make a difference
to the lives of
individuals and
communities.
Well above
expectationssay what
different practices
and ways of life
followers of
religions have
developed,
explaining how
beliefs have had
different effects
on individuals,
communities and
societies
AT2: Values and
Commitments:
Towards
Expectations –

Link things that
are important to
me and other
people with the
way I think and
behave
Expected –

Ask questions
about the moral
decisions I and
other people

Gather the children around the ‘altar’
Discuss the importance of senses, reverence and respect.
Christianity: Communion: Try to enact this with pupils or invite the
local vicar to do so. Bring the reverence, reflection and the respectful
silence observed through the use of gentle singing (‘Oh Lord hear our
prayer, Oh Lord hear our prayer for example) or music.
Sikhism: The 5 Ks. What do they mean? Pupils to discuss any
difficulties involved in adhering to the wearing of these in modern day
life and the conviction which the believer must have. How would
pupils feels if they had to carry 5 objects with them every day?
Bring this study together by looking at what effect the practice of each
of these has on people living in a religiously diverse locality- those
non-believers and those believers, for example: suspicion and intrigue
and the requirement for acceptance or tolerance of different beliefs
amongst non-believers or believers of different religions. Conviction,
setting aside time and modern distractions.
What can these religions teach about acceptable attitudes toward
standing up for others?
Hinduism: Christianity: Sikhism: What do these religions believe
about war?
Use the scenario of the situation in the Ukraine or Syria.
Pupils are religious politicians and decide to represent one of the
religions discussed above. What should they say to remain in line
with the teaching of their religion. Explain that these are religious
ethics in practice and that real life events have moral implications for
religious believers.
Present some scenarios which pupils use in groups:
Crimewatch style photofit of a people who have committed crimes:
child who broke brother’s toy; man who stole from the post office
because he didn’t have enough money to feed family; car driver who
hit someone and drove off.
Provide sticky notes of three different colours so that pupils can state
what each religion would teach about such acts and then their
personal view of what should happen to the criminal. Explain these as
moral decisions based on religious beliefs.
What can we learn from stories of these faiths?

The 5 Ks:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/c
ustoms/fiveks.shtml

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/ritesrit
uals/gurdwara_1.shtml
Should we fight for our beliefs?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01912dg
Hindu beliefs about war:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/hind
uethics/war.shtml
Christian beliefs about war:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/chri
stianethics/war.shtml
Sikh beliefs about war:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/sikhet
hics/war.shtml
Sikh moral beliefs to refer to:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/sikhism/beliefs
/beliefs.shtml
Christian moral beliefs to refer to:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zqdsb9q
(Christian man who fought and killed other soldier in
WW2 and how he reconciled his actions. )
Ten Commandments.
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z687tfr
Hindu moral guidance:
What would the Hindu gods or deities state about the
scenarios?
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z687tfr

make, and
suggest what
might happen as
a result of
different
decisions,
including those
made with
reference to
religious beliefs /
values
Above
Expectations –

Ask questions
about things that
are important to
me and to other
people and
suggest answers
which relate to
my own and
others’ lives
Well above
expectations-

Use reasoning
and examples to
express insights
into the
relationship
between beliefs,
teachings and
world issues,
focusing on
things that are
important to me.

Care for the environment:
Christianity:
A PPT about God’s kingdom.
http://ministry-to-children.com/bible-lesson-about-animals/
Christian charities raising money and actively caring for the
environment in God’s name:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z62hyrd

Hinduism:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfy0jKaxBFs
www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/hinduism/deities/bramha/shtml
Sikhism:
http://www.durhamcountybadgers.org.uk/_downloads/29_4_The+Sikh
+Creation+Story.pdf
What would be important to Sikhs, Christians and Hindus about the
environment?
Consider Global warming, pollution, rubbish disposal, recycling.
Create a poster to encourage recycling based on Hindu, Christian or
Sikh beliefs.

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities

- Write a letter to a Sikh, Christian or Hindu explaining four things which you have learnt about care and respect. Write two questions about

Crosscurricular
ideas

PSHE/Citizenship – British Values
Literacy – discussion, questioning, debate
Geography – global warming, conservation
Internet research –powerpoint presentation

what you would still like to know about care and respect.
- Carry out some internet research then label a world map with current ‘damaging’ (wars, environmental) world events. Write the names of the
events which the above religious practices could stop in red and those which are beyond religious intervention in blue. Are there any which are
both colours? Why? Finish by answering the question: would it be a ‘better’ world is everyone had a religion?

Appendix 1
Verses from the Bible about caring for the environment:

Psalm 24:1-2
The earth is the LORD'S, and all it contains, The world, and those who dwell in it. For He has founded it upon the seas And
established it upon the rivers.
Psalm 24:1
The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.

Contemporary views:
The Christian church has recently become more concerned about the environment. The Roman Catholic church made a
statement about it in 1988:
The earth and all life on it is a gift from God given us to share and develop, not to dominate and exploit. Our actions have
consequences for the rights of others and for the resources of the earth. The goods of the earth and the beauties of nature are to
be enjoyed and celebrated as well as consumed. We have the responsibility to create a balanced policy between consumption and
conservation. We must consider the welfare of future generations in our planning for and utilisation of the earth’s resources.

The World Council of Churches said:
The dignity of nature as creation needs to be bound up with our responsibility for the preservation of life.

The Declaration on Nature, Assisi, (1986) said:
Christians repudiate all ill-considered exploitation of nature which threatens to destroy it and, in turn, to make man the victim of
degradation.

Pope Benedict XV1, 2007, said:
Care of water resources and attention to climate change are matters of grave importance for the entire human family.

Carlisle Diocese:
What are some different ways in which at religion and science look at the world as God’s creation?

Year 6

Key questions – How does religion look at creation? How can science look at creation? What varied views do celebrated naturalists
hold? How can we show respect when our views differ from those of other people?
Learning
Intentions
AT1 Beliefs ,
teachings and
sources
Towards
Expectations –
Describe what
someone/ a
believer might
learn from a
religious story or
an accepted
factual account.
. Expected –
Make links
between the
beliefs (of
different religious
groups and show
how they are
connected to
believers’ lives.
Above
Expectations –
Suggest reasons
for the similar and
different beliefs
which people
hold, and explain
how religious
sources are used
to provide

Christian
Values
Respect
Trust
Peace
Wisdom

Possible Teaching and Learning activities

Resources

What do religions tell us about creation?:
Begin by looking at a variety of works of art which explore creation
through for example, Google
Discuss the colours and shapes used and the mystery involved
because we simply don’t know what things looked like at the
beginning of the world.
The Big Question of Creation according to the main religions:
Refer back to year 3 unit of work about different religious perspectives
on Creation:
Study the creation story according to the Bible and compare with
Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist, Hindu, Sikh views. You Tube has a series
of short video clips for each religion’s story of Creation.
Discuss in pairs the similarities and differences between these, using
the chart in Appendix 1 to record ideas
Art work linked to creation:
Pupils use a variety of media: marbling inks, acrylic paints and pastels
to create their own exploratory ‘creation’ picture.
Look also at the artist Bedwyr Williams’ ‘The Starry Messenger’
installation at The Whitworth Gallery in Manchester for a further
enigmatic exploration of space and the universe.
What does Science say about the beginning of the world?
The Big Bang theory: www.faradayschools.com gives a clear
explanation of this. Watch the video and children discuss and write
down some questions they would like to ask about the the Big Bang
ideas
Do science and religion ask the same questions? Look at Do we have
to choose? http://www.faradayschools.com/primary and the different
types of explanation section. Pupils create a “why?”poster with some

https://www.google.co.uk/search?q=creation+art&ne
wwindow=1&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&sa=X&v
ed=0ahUKEwjR4NLN_LbLAhVDD5oKHYpcDYEQsA
QIHA&biw=1280&bih=669

Genesis1 Christianity
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=otLjyNnj2K4
Judasim
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YKYptpzmvdo
Islam
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qansyCThC_k
Buddhism
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y9yWwFWpbRo
Hinduism
http://www.durhamcountybadgers.org.uk/_downloads
/29_4_The+Sikh+Creation+Story.pdf Sikhism
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/z62hyrd
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/science/oc
r_gateway/energy_resources/big_bangrev1.shtml
http://www.faradayschools.com/primary/why-theuniverse-exists/the-big-bang/ The Big Bang theory
http://www.faradayschools.com/primary/why-theuniverse-exists/

answers to
important
questions about
creation and life.

Well above
expectationsSay what
religions teach
about some of the
big questions in
life, using
different sources
and arguments to
explain the
reasons for
diversity within
and between
them.
AT2: Meaning,
purpose and
truth
Towards
Expectations –
Ask important
questions about
life , and compare
my ideas with
those of other
people
Expected –
Ask questions
about the
meaning and
purpose of life
and suggest a
range of answers
which might be
given by me as
well as members
of different
religious groups
or individuals.

of their own explanations about Creation
Research into famous naturalists who hold none or few religious
beliefs:
Pupils to fillet (highlight and annotate) the two articles for the
arguments and ideas which Darwin and Attenborough might use to
say there was no God at work in creating and maintaining nature.
Professor Stephen Hawking:
https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/1401.Stephen_Hawking
Professor Brian Cox:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/tvandradio/11143875/Prof-BrianCox-Theres-a-naivety-in-saying-there-is-no-God.html
David Attenborough - Read the article: ‘There might be a God’
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2093356/Evolutionist-DavidAttenborough-says-God-claims-beliefs-incompatible.html
Charles Darwin - Quotes about religion http://www.age-of-thesage.org/philosophy/charles_darwin_quotes.html
Pupils are selected to take on the role of Darwin/Attenborough and
other famous scientists and explorers to be challenged in their views
by the class. Each pupil to create one reasoned question to ask the
scientists.
Compare these views with that of Mary Anning both a scientist and a
religious believer. Have a class debate: It is possible to be both a
scientist and a religious believer
Invite the vicar/member of the clergy into school to talk about his/her
views about Creation. Pupils to prepare questions they would like to
ask before the lesson. After the visit make a display/book of the
questions asked and the responses given.Pupil may like to add their
own thoughts as well.
Class Enquiry (P4C)
Why is it important that we are allowed to hold different beliefs?
Atheists and other religious sceptics can be executed in at least
thirteen nations: Afghanistan, Iran, Malaysia Maldives, Mauritania,
Nigeria, Pakistan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Somalia, Sudan, the United
Arab Emirates and Yemen.
Discuss how having our beliefs challenged can actually make our
conviction stronger. Pupils suggest 6 possible questions to debate
and then vote for their choice.
God’s nature Scrapbooks: awe and wonder.
Research how naturalists create books of drawings and photos which

http://www.faradayschools.com/primary/charlesdarwin-spotting-science-in-nature/ Darwin’s views

http://www.faradayschools.com/primary/mary-anningfossil-hunter/ Mary Anning her life and contribution to
science and religion is explained in the video

Above
Expectations –
Ask questions
about the purpose
of life and
suggest answers
which relate to
the search for
truth in my own
and others’ lives

are annotated to describe pertinent details regarding their discoveries.
Pupils create a sugar paper scrap book of photos, drawings and
internet pictures using their ‘precious discoveries in nature’ eg: sunset,
mountains, skies, dogs, mice. Under each one, they should try to
state why they were drawn to use it. Create a classroom display or
use what has been done in a collective worship.

Well above
expectationsUse reasoning
and examples to
express insights
into my own and
others’ views on
questions about
the meaning and
purpose of life
and the search for
truth

Suggested
Assessment
opportunities
Crosscurricular
ideas

Pupils write a letter respecting the contrasting views but quoting three things which Attenborough, Darwin or another naturalist/scientist have
stated about a disbelief in God or a moderate belief, then ask three questions which challenge their lack of faith.
Explanatory writing which expresses pupils’ own views about Creation and includes their reasons and also how their views have been
challenged/changed through this unit of study.
A contrasting poem which features ideas about religious and scientific explanations of Creation
Art – composing and investigating works of art about creation
Literacy – exploring and explaining different ideas, sorting out major points made in texts, debate and discussion
IT – research of different religious and scientific explanations

Appendix 1:

Appendix 2:
Scientific and Religious ideas – some background information
For many Christians there isn't a conflict between the religious ideas about creation expressed in Genesis and the findings of science.
Professor John Polkinghorne is both a scientist and a priest in the Church of England; he says:
Genesis is not there to give short, technical answers about how the universe began. It gives us the big answer that things exist because of
God's will. One can perfectly well believe in the Big Bang, but believe in it as the will of God the creator.
Cosmology




Cosmology is the study of the universe, and humanity's place in it.
One of the theories put forward by cosmologists is the Big Bang theory. This suggests that about 15 billion years ago there was a
massive explosion. This was the point at which all matter in the universe began; space and time began then too. Over time the universe
that we know, and human and animal life, emerged.
 This theory is generally accepted by scientists as being the best theory they have to explain the origins of the universe.
 If this theory is true, then it could mean that the universe 'just happened' and that it did not emerge as a result of the activity of a
creator God.
 Many Christians have no problem in accepting the Big Bang theory. They see the cosmologists helping them to understand how God
brought the world into being - the Big Bang could have been the mechanism God used. And there is nothing in the theory itself which
proves that there is no such being as God.
Evolutionary biology



The idea that life might have evolved was first mentioned as early as the 4th century CE by St Augustine, who wrote that God probably
only created very simple life forms and that these developed over time.
 Today we associate evolutionary science with scientists such as Charles Darwin who wrote 'On the Origin of Species' in 1859. He
argued that life began with very simple cells and later developed into what we see today. He said that natural selection was one of the
major mechanisms driving evolution.
 Darwin upset many people with his views and even some respected scientists such as Philip Gosse argued that the fossils, which were
discovered in the ground, had been placed there by God deliberately to fool people.
 Some Christians found Darwin's theory a threat to their faith because it appeared to challenge the authority of the Bible. If the Bible was
wrong on this matter, might it be wrong on other things too? These Christians preferred to maintain a 'literalist' or 'creationist'
understanding of Genesis chapters 1 and 2.
 A belief in various forms of creationism is quite strong in the USA and this had led to a number of attempts to teach creationism (in one
form or another) in schools. It is still illegal to teach creationism in schools run by the state though this does happen in some private
religious schools.
 Other Christians don't see any problem with their understanding of Genesis and the scientific theories such as evolution. This goes for
scientists who are also Christians, as well as Christians who are not scientists. If science and religion are asking different questions, then
they see no contradiction.
 Christians who don't see any problem with evolution see the Bible as an authoritative account of God's relationship with human beings
and the wider universe. They see it all as part of God's plan, and that humans have specials rights and responsibilities as a result. This
view is currently the view of the many of Christians.

